“You gain strength,  courage and confidence by every experience  which you really stop to look fear in the face. You must do the things that you think you can not do.” Eleanor Roosevelt

One of the greatest fears for most men is to face reality. I am not talking about a cursory glance at our lives but rather an honest deep looking at yourself.  This includes sitting in vulnerability before several that know you well and giving them permission to speak truth to you. It also includes sitting before scripture and the Lord and asking God to point out what is real about your life. In essence I am asking to surrender control of truth to a couple of your closest friends or loved ones and sit quietly before your Father asking Him to reveal truth to you as well.     

Isn’t it amazing, we know that calling all the shots on our life tends to get us in trouble but how often do we have the notion of checking in with our wing buddies to see whether they think I am still flying on all 8 cylinders. If  we were to take such a casual approach to our autos or our aircraft, disaster might be before us. How many of us would really get on an airplane if the airline’s approach to maintenance was, “it sounds pretty good and hasn’t really been giving us any problems to speak of.” We wouldn’t do it would we? Look honestly at your relationships, maybe they reflect the “I’ll wait until it makes noise at me approach”. If so because your investment is limited your return may well be as well. 

Ask yourself just where you want to go with your life. If you only want to be a clunker in life, then do maintenance when the wheels start to fall off or the car begins to make really weird sounds. But if you do aspire for the abundant life that Christ has unleashed then that strategy will not be acceptable. You must grow comfortable inquiring of the Lord and of one another.  Remember God never created the human being to function alone. The Trinity is not three just for grins. Not a bad model to emulate. Let me ask you a question, is there two guys in your life that knows all there is to know about you? If they wade in and put their finger on an area that they see troubling to them, are you able to go with it or do you pick it up and want to rework it a bit before you accept what is being said to you? Until you can take loving shots from your wing buddies your growth will be limited at best. 

The man that aspires to live life skillfully will inquire of the Lord first and then live open heartedly before his wing buddies. Reading through the Old Testament, it is apparent how often grief could have been spared if this approach was methodically put in place in their lives. Indeed God told the king, “take a note, there will be no multiplying of wives, horses, or ….

God then instructed them to store this alongside the throne and read it several times a day each and every day.   God was saying to the king, if you are going to rule well and long then you must be strategic and intentional in several areas. How strategic are you in living your life? How intentional are you in working whatever strategy you have developed to live by?  What do you need to write on your tablet to put by your throne and read each day? 

Remember success like failure in life is never guaranteed it is typically earned. 

A good game plan often makes a world of difference.  Be proactive with everything that you do. Don’t just wait for things to happen. Activate and exercise your gifts and talents daily. No matter what you do, move forward.  

Blessings on you

jeff

