Wisdom is vindicated by her deeds

“Wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

“Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind and makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from the Lord.

For he will be like a bush in the desert and will not see when prosperity comes,

But will live in stony wastes in the wilderness,

A land of salt without inhabitants.

Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord.

For he will be like a tree planted by the water, that extends its roots by a stream

And will not fear when the heat comes;

But its leaves will be green,

And it will not be anxious in a year of drought, nor cease to yield fruit.

The heart is more deceitful than all else.

And is desperately sick;

Who can understand it?

I, the Lord, search the heart,

I test the mind,

Even to give to each man according to his ways,

According to the results of his deeds

If you take the heart out of the human body it ceases to be alive. It decomposes, rots, ceases to be human, and simply becomes maggot motel!
Solomon exhorts us to “guard our heart with all diligence, for from it flows springs of life.” Prov. 4:23

Listen, you may be going through on top of your game, but if you are not honestly connected to your heart you are rotting on your feet and breeding deadly infections wherever you go. You are as sick as your deepest, darkest secret. 

The Lord lives in the “what is”, reality, here and now, not what might be or should be, could be or even what God might or could do. It is most often not about God’s capabilities but rather the "what is" of life. 
God works from the present moment, transparency, vulnerability.
Wisdom is vindicated by her deeds seems to imply our walk is not gauged by what we believe or espouse as true but rather by what our tangible life speaks. 
The word heart has an interesting picture attached to it as well. It basically means, the mind or desire. The hunger in the heart, the reality of what it in the heart.
What you see is what you follow.  Where you look is where you will go. The object of your focus is often what you become. 

There really is an order and design to life. But that order and design is a dynamical mystery. It is not static. It is anchored in relationship(s).
From the beginning, God who is perfect and fully and completely beautiful chooses to not go it alone, but rather becomes three Amigos. 
Yet how many of us live lives of isolation. And how often is it that we do so because of how we interpret our faith or what sacred scripture is exhorting me to do?

Look at Jeremiah, what if “turning away from the Lord” didn’t mean becoming an apostate, chucking your faith, but rather simply meant, you are not talking to him. To turn away from your friend or spouse most frequently does not mean you divorce them, but rather you distance from them. You stop listening or attending to them. I would like to punctuate this even a bit more to say that to turn away means we stop listening diligently to their heart. We have disconnected with a desire to hear genuinely what they are saying to me.  If you are having a conversation with me and you see my eyes glazing over, how would that make you feel? 
“Trusting in mankind and making flesh your strength’ I believe means you have stopped listening literally to the deeper conversations of God literally speaking into your heart, your mind.
To loose touch with your heart is to loose touch with reality. That is where Jeremiah takes us next. That when reality, a drought comes, you won’t see it until there is the manifestation of what missing it means to you rises up and bites you on the fanny end.  You end up in no mans land, middle ground. 
Contrast this with “blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord whose trust is the Lord.”  That is a picture of soul mates, deep lovers. This is where Christ has become my heart’s lover, my soul’s joy and my mind’s rest.
Does this describe your walk with Jesus? Or, are you trusting in defined faith, religion, some Christian grid for sin management. If so  my concern is then your heart is disconnected and you are functionally a maggot motel. Dead things will ooze through your mind, heart, being.  The maggot is your friend by the way. They feed on bacteria, rotting things. If you will follow the maggot, you will find your disease. Face the maggots in your life. Do you have a couple of buddies that you have freed to speak honestly into your life? 
Men, we were never designed to function alone. We are perverse to the core and we need one another to walk lives worthy or our calling.  Woman was created as a creature of deep beauty, you and I were not. 

Blessed is the man whose trust is the Lord. Functionally, when was the last time you surrendered to Jesus speaking to you through another brother? This ought to be something that happens frequently. This is not a weak wimpy dependent dude saying to other guys, “just tell me what to do”.  This is a strong man that has learned that life is mystery, intrigue, it is joy of the hunt, finding God and God’s voice in the wonder of truly living life.  I love to strain, to compete, to hunt out the manna for my life in the process of living life. I delight in hearing Christ speak to me through my clients, my bride, my buddies, my dog, and the rhythms of life. When I read sacred scripture and I feel moved by a passage, I love to stop. At this point it is like hearing a bull elk bugle, whoa, okay what is my next move? 
How can I get closer to that dude? I put myself under joyful pressure to compete to for the privilege of harvesting the prize, the reward.  And in those moments I now know I am alive!
I hunt the deeper mystery of God’s voice, His guidance, His mentoring.

“I the Lord search the heart ( what does this dude really desire, what are his intentions), I test the mind ( what we is his reality). God seems to be saying I see your reality and match it. I match and meter out according to your reality. If you do not expect to hear from God, then do not expect to hear from God. If you do not expect God to a loving God, then do not expect God to be a loving God. If you expect life to be crappy, then expect life to be crappy.  Get it?

“Wisdom is vindicated by her deeds” Mt. 11:19 The context is that Jesus was being condemned for the connotation of his life. He was associating with tax collectors and others that “surely” had to mean bad things about Christ. Jesus was saying look closer, what does my life really say to you? What really is the substance of my life to you? The passage then goes on to Christ asking us to find the unforced rhythms of grace. To listen deep enough, and watch long enough to learn how to get in sync with Jesus. His words I am gentle and humble imply his deep desire to train us, to lead us and what he desires to lead us into is a style of living which is “easy and light.”  There is a sweetness, a sustainable cadence that makes life a beautiful thang. 
Without the heart, it is impossible. 
Sit in silence, breath deeply again, let the noise of all that is around go. Be still now and know/ experience your God. You have a waiting Father. His deepest desire is that you come home.

Journey on sacred brothers, strength to your sword….
jeff
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