Who Is Your God?

“Who redeems your life from destruction, 

Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies.”  Ps. 103:4

“Surely goodness and mercy will hunt you down.” Ps. 23

In Genesis 18 when God is wrestling with what to do with Sodom and Gomorrah, we focus on the sin, but what was God focusing on? What was God on a hunt for? (Sorry getting too close to elk season) God was hunting for a righteous person or two. Do we think of Sodom and Gomorrah and see the tender mercy of God, the long suffering of a Father wanting to find righteous folks and deliver them? I bet our tendency is to see the moral austere God mopping up people that are out of line.

The psalmist cries out, “who shall deliver me”, not what principle shall deliver me!
Paul says, our “God justifies the ungodly.”

God says to Moses, “take off your shoes for this is holy ground.” Why can’t it be a God so excited he is saying to Moses, “dude this is so bitchin you gotta feel this with your toes.” What if our Father who had watched Moses go through a lot in his life was saying to Mo, “dude, when your toes hit the sand you are going to feel a buzz like you can’t believe.” What if God was inviting Moses to feel the life of God himself which the earth was buzzing with now because God had released into the soil His very life and it was resonating with that life? 

Yes, I know we would have to recast Charleston Heston and the plot would have a different vibe to it, but really, do you think of a cold flinty God is a more loving God, or like Abraham whom God dined with, here is Moses being given a sensual connection to God Almighty Himself. 
I wonder what it might feel like if God said to you or I, “do you want to feel my being, my life?”  Take of your shoes, get ready, I’m going to release my life into the ground, or a piece of wood, or a plate of food.”

When the psalmist cries out, “o taste and see that the Lord is good”, what does he mean?

When Peter walks on the water for awhile and then begins to sink and Christ says to him, “O you of little faith”, ever thought of it as Christ is saying it with a rye smile on his face, sort of frat boy style?

A month ago I was doing my great Scandinavian ruminating thing. Churn, churn, churn, then I heard the voice of God say to me, “Are you done yet princess?”  

At first I was like, what? But, then reality caught up and I started to laugh that God was dissing me and I thought, right on God!

I felt no shame, rather the masculine energy of my God calling me out in a great man style. He wasn’t making fun of me - he was delighting in me and my foolishness. He could have said, “For crying out loud Jeff, stop with the delusion that you could actually figure this out or solve the problem, your impotent, remember?!  That’s harsh God, but the God in page after page in sacred scripture. 

Tender hearted, not willing that any should perish, but all come to faith and family. 

Why does the lineage of Jesus feature 4 women that come with broken pasts and not 4 of the little darlings?

Tamar and Judah; a daughter in law seduces a father in law because his lack of protection and provision in honoring her and his God. Born is the lineage of Judah where the Lion of Judah would come forth- Jesus.

Rahab, a gentile and a prostitute who was the mother of Boaz.

Ruth was a gentile, a Moabitess - Moab was the offspring of 2 girls getting their dad drunk and having sex with him. This on the heels of God just having delivered them from destruction!

Boaz and Ruth marry and their lineage deliver Israel’s greatest king ever - David. 

Bathsheba produces the wisest man that ever lived.

God’s grace is greater than our sins, so that even when the world disqualifies us, He can qualify us to receive His blessings.”   Joseph Prince. 

The grace of God does far more than cover our sins brothers. The grace of God in the new covenant means, despite your sins, God wants to unfold the blessings of the heavenlies to you!

We have to train the ego out. Don’t simply seek the kingdom, SEE the kingdom. Train to use your eyes of the spirit to see what is already present. Why wait until glory when our eyes will be opened fully by our God, when he invites us into that place right now?  Or perhaps, we really don’t believe we are extended the presence of our God and the resources of our God now.  Maybe, we are much more comfortable doing church, faith or religion. After all, if you bled for 12 years and everyone knew you were “unclean” and that meant you had absolutely no right to touch a “holy man”, would you?  Would you reach out to do what was in your heart even if it meant “violating” a concrete belief that “everyone knew was wrong?” There was no way for this woman to “justify” her action, but she simply knew deep in her gut, I have to touch this man and, if I do, he can give me life and health. 

To parade her faith before the crowd, Jesus challenges her - knowing what she was made of and believing so deeply in her - “who touched me?”

You can hear the crowd come to a screeching silence. The air must have been sucked out of that space. God on the other hand was creating room to feature and honor one so brazenly willing to live in reality, rather than “truth.” 

Jesus heals her immediately. Even though he, Jesus, is the hero, she is really the one featured! That’s both the humility of God as well as the opulent love of God. 
This is how it is with our God, when he says I am come to give you your life, and a life with vitality, in the ancient Norwegian transcripts it means, gives us our life and life with vitality!

Ahhh my blessed brothers, can we take another look at our God. Look deeper than you ever have before into his eyes and see the love, mercy, compassion he has for you. 

When he extends his thumb to you and says, “Give it a tug”, don’t worry, he is the father of all junior higher - he knows how to play…..

Journey on sacred reprobates……

jeff
“And I will be their God and dwell in them, and they shall be my people. 

And I will be a father to you and you shall be sons and daughters to Me, says the Lord Almighty.”
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