Where you been and what’s ya been eatin?
“And the Lord God formed a man’s body from the dust of the ground and breathed into it the breath of life. And man became a living person.
And the Lord God planted all sorts of trees in the garden- beautiful trees that produced delicious fruit.  At the center he placed the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and care for it. 

But the Lord gave man this warning; “You may eat freely any fruit in the garden except from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat this fruit, you will surely die.”

Isn’t it interesting how there are so many wonderful things that we are extended but the dang thing that we migrate to at times is the very thing that will kill us?

I have been reflecting on that tree that kills and the tree that gives life.

I guess I have been aware how the knowledge of evil will always catch up with you and death will be its ultimate outcome. 

What struck me this week is that the knowledge of good is probably a much deeper, darker hole. Religion is always organized around the knowledge of good and we know where that takes most of us. It is why our kids abandon faith. It never was faith, but empty religion. 
First generation has bought in, yet the kids often don’t as they don’t see the wonder, intrigue, reality of God’s presence and simply refuse to continue to agree - “yes the Emperor’s clothes are quite wonderful.”  By the third generation we have lost any lineage of faith. 
One of the things that has mattered to me the most is that as I live my faith out before my friends and family I have been thinking about my actions and how they will influence my third generation of me. 

Last week, that became tangible. Cade Jeffrey Hart was born, (the ‘e’ in Cade is silent by the way). I didn’t last a week did I Jeanette…?

Over the weekend our gracious Father sat with me and gently helped me see that all the good stuff we noodle on together will kill if it isn’t in sync with the fruit of life. At the center of the Garden was a choice: choose life- tangibly being made alive, or choose the knowledge of good or evil. 

What struck me was how often in my marriage I wanted to share with my bride neat insights about she, me or us. Are you seeing where this can easily go?
I was deeply impacted yesterday morning at 2:45 when the Lord showed me, this will always kill. No matter how “good” it is, it will take life not unfold it. 

This is why we can have great insight on other’s marriage but those insights don’t seem to work if applied in my marriage.

Remember that line in Fireproof: “Why is it everywhere I go everybody respects me but here in my own home I get no respect?”

Knowledge, insight, will kill unless it is from the tree of life. Life is tangible, dynamical. Remember, we have been trying to blow up a static definition of morality and move towards a dynamical frame instead. 

We see this in Jn. 5 where Jesus says to the gang that neither He nor the Father condemn, rather it was their own sin consciousness induced via the Mosaic laws.
At the cross, sin can never condemn me again, because God has said in Col. 3, I am hid in Christ. To see me you can only see Jesus. Sin can never again hold power over me. The enemy can not condemn me, because as Christ is, so am I. 
Now of course our egos can easily be inflamed and our thoughts following knowledge of “good” or “right” will take us down a path of madness. We fail and make it about us. Our sin consciousness condemns us, not sin!  Our sin consciousness is another way of saying I have to do something about this life of mine. But that is also saying that the work of Christ is incomplete. So, we are rewriting Scripture when Jesus says “it is finished” and we live like, well not really, there is more I need to do. I need to get it together, beat back sin, read more, pray more, stop sinning, give more, etc. 

The accuser of the brethren is always going to tell you that you need to do more, try harder, get up earlier, etc. Anything that places the focus on your sufficiency, your efforts is going to lead to death because if they could matter why would of the Master come? 
Reread the gospels again and what does the enemy use to accuse Jesus with? Scripture… 

In the wilderness experience the enemy comes to Christ telling him what scripture says. Hmmm, sounding familiar. This is the knowledge of good that leads to destruction. Christ never discounts scripture but what you see when he offers reflection back on scripture is that he references the heart of the Father. Scripture was given to lead us to a point where we face our delusion that we can. Scripture was also given so that we might come alive and repossess the gift of life that is so very important to the Trinity. 
Again, in Jn. 5 “the Jewish leaders began harassing Jesus for breaking the Sabbath rules…
They wanted to kill him when he said, “The Father never stops working so why should I?” They didn’t see God as the waiting Father. They saw him as the cosmic hard-ass grinding on humanity and wanting them to pay for messing things up. 
Then Jesus cranks up the taunts even a few more notches when he says to them, “you search the scriptures because you believe they will give you eternal life. But the scriptures point to me!  Yet you refuse to come to me so that I can give you life!” 

To come to life, we have to be willing to let go of belief developed yesterday, our knowledge of good, right.

Can you see how this takes us to be sojourners?

Each day, I look for manna from on high. Each day I rise with Jesus and cry out, “I assure you, the Son of man can do nothing by himself. He does only what he sees the father doing.  Whatever the Father does, the Son does as well. For the Father loves the Son and tells him everything he is doing, and the Son will do far greater things than heal this man.” Jn. 5:19ff

Dare you believe that this is really our birth right as sons of the Most High? Or do we want to play church and “Club Christianity”? 
It is safer of course, more controllable. But, it is delusion. It is the Matrix and there is no life in it.

The other option takes you to wild places. We embrace the reality that the flesh is really not alive. It has an image of being alive but it is not. We are dead - simply have not hit my head on the ground that I will return to. Maybe 60, 80, or 20 years but sooner or later we will all become maggot motels brothers. 

Look at the pinch point Jesus brings humanity to. I have come to fulfill the law and He does. Raises the bar to new standards in the new covenant which are ghoulish if it is about me again. But even there the Master hits home runs and fulfills those standards. Most of evangelism can talk about the new covenant and grace but if you are living anything from your own effort and consciousness then you are living out life under the old covenant. 
Do we get that if the law was designed to lead us to utter frustration and the realization that I am not enough then can you see what madness there is in Christ raising the bar on human behaviors? If I am delusional already, then what does this now make me? Crazy, angry, addicted, just plain ugly in spades!

The Master is not being oppressive - this is severe mercy. It is a deep love that compels us towards looking at and seeing truth - the what is. I am utterly incapable, but in this madness there is a skinny path that actually leads to incredible abundant living. Jesus leaves us in the same tormenting place that he leaves good Jews when he said to follow me, you must eat my flesh and drink my blood. Madness, impossible, clear deal breaker. Knowledge of good immediately shouted abomination!  
The Master’s love was full in that moment. He was extending a ping to them to turn from knowledge of good for an opportunity to eat from the tree of life. 

If we see the big picture here, we really have only 2 options. Return to religion, or go to the Father.
How easily this can lead to heresy because of the potential for deep subjectivity. Yet, here again seems to be the brilliance of our God. This will never work apart from genuine community where we live authentic lives before, and with, one another.
The moment we turn away from each other because of “the knowledge of good” tells me I am not measuring up with have slipped back under the Old Covenant and no longer dwelling in grace. We are inferring Col. 3 being hid in Christ that Jesus must have moved and now damn everybody can see and knows what I really am!  

Please brothers stand and resist this. Appropriate deeply the gift, the love of the Jesus for you and I. Honor his sacrifice, his gutsy coming to rescue us and provide reconciliation with our Father. Don’t squander this marvelous gift of grace.  As it was for Jesus, so it is for you and I as well. Jesus lived life skillfully because of His father’s empowering presence - Jn. 17. You can too. 

To do so means we have to abide in the presence of the Father.  Ask him, what does it mean to work from the tree of life? What does it mean to be in a marriage from the tree of life?  What does it mean to raise a son or daughter from the tree of life?  The tree of life buds again at Calvary, the tree is open for dining. 

When you look at a loved one, ask yourself what might their life look like if the sense of being even more alive were experienced? How could I add value to that process?  What would the timing on that look like?

Do you see how much messier this is?  It is dance, sensing, feeling and responding the subtle movements of mind body and soul, rather than looking and concluding what good looks like and then trying to “help” people along that path. 

Can you grasp how incredible of a gift we have been given? What kind of a crazy God takes care of all the ugly after being grossly rejected by one? What kind of a God then says, live, come alive, all that I have is now yours as well. The hand of God is extending to you right now. 

If you were approached today by a gentleman that said, I have something for you. And he extended to you a check for 10 million dollars, what would you do? Let’s say he was this rich uncle that you knew was deep in the chips, would you really shrug it off and go on with your business as usual? 

Not only are we extended unbounded abundance, but God also says to us, ‘Hey take your seat here at the board table.” 

Dudes, we know we are putzes. But Jesus has made all things right, offered you the entire farm and then says, “Come, be with us, linger, live, abide with us”. If Christ is seated in the heavenlies at the right hand of God, so am I. The full resources, the full capabilities of the Trinity are ours. 

We attend Cornerstone and Madsen is good at what he does, but he needs to show up each and every Sunday to help us get it. The priest stands and ministers over and over again. But in Heb. 10 we have this incredible picture of Jesus as high priest coming to the altar …” But our High Priest  offered Himself to God as one sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then He sat down...”  He approaches the altar one time and after His complete work one time He sits - done!  Forever!

“And so dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. This is the new life-giving way that Christ has opened for us through the sacred curtain.  Since we have a great high priest, let us go right into the presence of God, with true hearts fully trusting Him. Without wavering, let us hold tightly to the hope we say we have, for God can be trusted with His promise.  Think of ways to encourage one another to outbursts of love and good deeds. “

The fullness of the Godhead has been extended to you and I. Now in the words of Jesus, take, eat, eat ye all of it. 

May this week find you reaching for the hand of the Almighty and taking from that which he has freely given to you. May he blow your mind this week with opening your eyes to see way beyond religion, your delusions and the enemy’s accusations!

Journey on sacred brothers…                                             
jeff
PAGE  
1

