“What’s the matter Hannah?”

“What’s the matter Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why be so sad just because you don’t have any children? You have me- isn’t that better than ten sons?”

Hannah was barren as you might remember and her husband’s other wife used to rag on her mercilessly year after year. 

I Sam. chapter one picks up the story of Elkanah, Hannah, and Peninnah. Yearly they would go up to the tabernacle to offer their sacrifices. Peninnah would self righteously mock Hannah without letting up. 

I was wondering about this passage. If I had a loved one, a friend, spouse, or child that was hurting would my presence be able to bring deep comfort or marginal comfort? 

If I lived in the culture that Elkanah lived where sons were so highly valued and my wife did not deliver, so to speak, would I love her as Elk-buddy did? 

When we as men love conditionally those that we should be loving unconditionally, then we are really not men but boys because the power is on the outside of you, the other person is really the stronger of the two of you.  I am dependent on the other individual but I want to keep the power so I end up being mean and moody. Traits of impotent boys not men. 

In the one year chronological Bible we have been running with David. I love this section of scripture because there is so much man data here. The man-boy story that runs between David and Saul is awesome. 

David often felt very deeply that he was loved by God. Because he knew God loved him, he could trust Him deeply. 

That tends to be the fulcrum for you and me as well. Love is the antidote for fear. Love must be greater, more vibrant than fear if fear is to not play a disabling role on me. 

Don’t get me wrong, fear is a normal part of our lives. We live under Adam’s curse where death is the norm not the exception. Consequently the fallen universe is supercharged with and by fear.  This is why with Hannah we must reaffirm, “all the earth is the Lord’s, and he has set the world in order. 

No one will succeed by strength alone.” I Sam. 2: 8b,9b

“Faith never knows where it is being led, but it knows and loves the one who is leading.” Oswald Chambers

Again, the key is the awareness of being loved and loving as well. 

One of the things I love about lingering on Maui is the time I have to noodle with the Lord. I love to raise early and read scripture and then hop on the bike for a ride and ask the Lord to teach me about what I just read. At times the Lord’s teaching is so rich, at other times the Lord pushes teaching aside just for the pleasure of being together. That is a pleasure nothing on earth can touch.  I am always so amazed that God would want any time with a who-la-gun like me, but then again it isn’t about you or me, it is about our Father who loves with absolute abandonment. He is no respecter of persons, He simply loves with all that He is, period.  Boundless, fathomless, beyond-beyond that is the unlimited riches of God’s love for you and I. It seems if we could ever be captured by this, then we would walk in a spirit of humility.  Knowing the graciousness of God’s love for me and knowing who and what he is loving that well, takes me to my knees. 

I love the psalmist’s observation, “So now I can walk in your presence O God, in your life giving light.” Ps. 56:13b

It is only in the literal presence of our Father that we are sane, noblemen. Outside of the Father’s presence we are terrorists. Life devouring, loved ones consuming killing machines. I guess that’s why Elkanah’s comments to Hannah touch me deeply. There is a dude that loves well. I bet you want that to be said of you as well.

Let’s be men of transparency, reality, and humility. Let’s stop living in the dependency on others and instead learn to live interdependent upon and with the Father. 

I want us in the coming weeks to think about honor. Being men of honor in a culture where there is so much fluidity and most anything goes. 

We have a beautiful opportunity to be men that linger in the presence of our Father and then drag that aroma with us as we go about our daily lives. This can’t be religion, legalistic living, those Paul says in Romans 6 enslave us to sin. Instead, it is the breathing of Abba, every thought, every breath, exhale Abba.  Jn. 17, I am in God and God is in me. Let’s learn to live with the awareness of our Father’s presence. Let’s train to think, “we” rather than me. If we will seek his presence and linger there, you and I will become far more than we would ever imagined of ourselves. 

Journey on sacred brothers, strength to your sword

jeff
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