“Your job is the relentless pursuit of  who God has made you to be.  And anything else you do is sin and you need to repent of it.”  Rob Bell,  Velvet Elvis

Fall is an immense time to rekindling and rejuvenating for me.  It is a time of sitting with Jesus among tall pines and open alpine mountain tops.  It is a time where the winds in the pines speak Sabbath to my soul. The beauty of high elevation flowers captures me. The master gardener has been this way, his handiwork is everywhere. 

Mostly I spend time with Jesus, The Father and the Son. Occasionally I will bring a friend in a book with.  I enjoyed reading Velvet Elvis and seeing once again the grand hand of God visited upon a young man and the tremendous impact that can have. I love what the Lord is doing in hungry, humble hearts. I love how these anointed men and women are getting that it is God and not them finding some “hidden talent”.  One of the things that is so striking to me is the honest forthright nature that many of these folks are living with. There is greater freedom to simply be honest with the what is. The reality of your true life. Not what you might think it should be or needs to be but rather learning to tabernacle with Christ right where you are at.  As Manning, Brennan not Peyton, has said, “the spiritual life only begins when we invite Christ into our broken places.” 

Again this fall I reread the gospels. The power of Christ only falls upon those who bring reality to Christ. The kingdom and all its glory is released into the darkest places of human suffering, hurts and craziness.  

When Matthew exhorts us to “seek first the kingdom”, what do you typically have come to your mind? Be honest, how often is it Christian service of some sort? Yet as the kingdom is being seen in the gospels where is it manifesting and what happens as a result of the “kingdom come”?  What does the Master ask, request of those that the kingdom has come to bear upon? 

Others have noted that there are only two things that pierce the human heart, one is pain, the other is beauty.  Here is the paradox that Isaiah speaks of in chapter 61 verse three.  The deeper I invite Christ into my darkness, my pain, the greater I will have access to beauty.  When the kingdom is given opportunity to expand in a human soul it comes with its redemptive glory.  Things shackled deep within the human spirit are set free. The seeing and creating of beauty is a natural by product of this wedded relationship.  The opposite is also true; when we hide or refuse to face reality the beauty is life becomes illusive.  We become jaded, cynical. We rot away from the inside out.  We become empty souls waiting to die and  “get it over”.  What an incredible tragedy when we stop long enough to understand that we have already begun eternal life. We have an profound opportunity to be participants in the kingdom and all its glory right now.  We need each other as brothers that are willing to speak deeply into each others lives.  

Take some time this week to read through the gospels and reread Isaiah 61. 

Take a deeper look at how the kingdom of Christ is expanding within your life or not.

Journey on sacred brothers……
