“The Lord is gracious and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
The Lord protects the simple hearted;
When I was in great need, he saved me.
Be at rest once more, O my soul,
For the Lord has been good to you.” Ps. 116: 5-7
“To love at all is to be vulnerable.
Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly broken.
If you want to make certain to keep it intact, you must give your heart to no one, not even an animal. 
Wrap it up around hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. 
But in that casket- safe, dark, motionless, airless- it will change.
It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, unredeemable…
The only place outside of heaven where you can be perfectly safe from all the dangers of love - is hell.”
http://jeffeitzen.com/mp3s/O%20the%20Blood.mp3
What would you do if you only had 30 days to live?
What would you do if in 30 days you got to really live?
For Jesus, we are in the midst of both these realities. He is squaring off with the cross. Face set like a flint, animated by a love we would do well to study and absorb.
There is no way if Jesus’s primary motivation was duty or responsibility He would have finished the race. As virtuous as duty and responsibility can be, they can also be the tool of the enemy to steal your soul and leave you clueless. 
Only love is perfect. Only love will take you way beyond where you thought you could go. Only love leaves the perfect kiss of life.
Jesus walking out Peter’s redemption doesn’t debrief with him on how he failed. He doesn’t ask him drop down and give him 40 push-ups.  Jesus draws Peter into understanding that if it ain’t about love, it isn’t going to be sustainable or healthy. 
“Love never fails.” 
The kingdom of man has as its top value righteousness. That’s why we have so many laws in our land.  That’s why the religious folks Jesus shared life with just couldn’t get their head around who he really was. “It just didn’t pencil out.” Of course duty and responsibility flow out of solid people. Good people are quick to “do the right thing.”
Yet the ominous words of Jesus in Matthew 7:21 ff  “Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say on that day, Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, and didn’t we drive out demons and perform many miracles?”  Then I will tell you plainly, “I never knew you. Away from me, you evil doers!” 
Doing the will of God is ironically, submitting to an empowering process. Jesus was passionate about His Father and His desire to honor His Father by how He lived his life. This was the process that sustained Christ’s empowerment. 
Clearly, Jesus was not “doing for God.” Doing for God would have got him the same condemnation Jesus is referring to when He rebukes those featuring how they had ministered for Jesus, “I never knew you”, depart from Me.
This is the deep beauty of Jn. 17 the knowing of one another. It is the mystical incarnation of God in man and man in God. There is no room for religion or spirituality here; it has to be an intimate abiding connection of “get to energy.” I get to spend time with God. 
Now if you happen to believe that God is the ultimate church boy then you will never find a genuine motive of “get to” with God. Be honest, religion is boring. 
On the other hand if God is the ultimate pirate, or the ultimate Jason Bourne, or the ultimate William Wallace, then perhaps we might find a few more folks wanting to explore the presence of the Almighty. 
We live in a time that has a lot of parallels to Christ era. Our world is rocking, literally. But instead of believers puffing up with, “ ehhh wee this ought to be good, I wonder what the Father is going to do next?” We seem to have lost heart.  I’m not certain how many really believe God is actually alive these days.
I hear fairly often, “yeah but where is God in this?” Most often they are frustrated because God is being seen as a resource and he certainly isn’t doing what they think a good God should be doing.  Do you see the man kingdom piece there or, it isn’t fair, or it isn’t right?
If this is where you find yourself coming from, you will never see the mystery and majesty of God’s grand and glorious nature. The eyes of the self righteousness, or the flesh simply cannot penetrate the light and depth of God’s beauty. 
Give me instead, folks that have gotten over themselves and have made peace with the fact that even on a good day they suck at loving, but they have surrendered into the abyss of God’s love.  Men and women who know their God and know the deep heart of love He has for them. Men and women who have figured it out that it really isn’t about me, its about the Trinity and their desire that we come alive. It is about a fierce Father who is going to glorify His son Jesus. 
It is about men and women foolish enough to get up in the morning and cry out, “where are you going Abba and what are you doing and is there anyway you would cut me in on the action?”  
It is about men and women that actually would schedule time of silence, stillness where you spirit gets to linger and contemplate with God.  It is about finding and growing in the stillness until what blooms is the still small voice of God with a grin that says, “have you thought about……or “what would you think about…..”
Give me men and women that, because our world is rockin’, are fired up in their gut with anticipation our God is going to be doing something awesome and I don’t want to be left out.” 
To stare into the heavenlies, wide eyed, imploring the Father’s grace to bestow upon you eyes to see what the Trinity is involved with. It is about eyes beginning to recognize the kingdom that is here and now, and alive and well. 
Our blessed Lord has the cross 30 days before him now. He will suffer and die in the flesh mightily for you and I.
The Son of Man, in 30 days will be born into the King of Kings where He will reign and rule in His kingdom to the glory of His Father and the blessedness of the Holy Spirit. 
My question to you is; do you want in on this? 
Linger longer with Jesus and sacred scripture. Talk more frequently to the Father and invite literally a fresh filling of Spirit each and every day.
Then as the spirit guides and illuminates, step out on faith, grasp the hem of the Wildman of Nazareth, and enjoy the ride!
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