“God shines in glorious radiance….” Ps. 50

Can you imagine what it might have been like being in the garden with God? As my buddy Brian Fuery says, “we were created to be reflectors.”  David Needham used to say we are prisms.

Created in the image, likeness of “glorious radiance”, what an incredible honor. Can you picture then a lush, off the charts beautiful place you tend to daily?  Every evening the Father comes with His glorious radiance and He bounces that radiance off me and unto the cosmos. His radiance, His life, courses through me and around me and breaks forth from me in an array of many wonderful colors, sounds, textures, smells, and tastes; all the senses are super charged – made alive.

Tragically, the Old Testament ends with the statement, “and every man did what was right in his own eyes.” 

When we ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil our eyes of the flesh were opened, but the loss was the eyes of the spirit were closed. 

How different the impact of the statement might be before the fall. Every man did what was right in their own eyes, but from the eyes of the spirit, which see love and relationship.  Or perhaps as the old song goes, “I only have eyes for you….God”

What a rush each and every day for the Father to show up, and my spirit to become engorged with beauty, life, and love. 
This has always been the deep longing of God. 

We lived spontaneously with God, intuitively always in sync with Him.

How far we have fallen…
I have been rereading the story of David and Goliath. It is really the epic battle of God and Satan.

God says, "If you see David, you see My heart.”Notice God’s starting point, the heart, relationship, we. 
Goliath was Satan’s scheme. A giant man, perhaps a descendant of the Nephilem, this was Satan’s scheme to top God’s creation of man. Notice the enemy’s starting point: ego, aggrandizement, me!
Goliath is the biggest and best of the flesh. He is also incredibly arrogant and aggrandizing. 
Goliath: “Am I not the Philistine?”- I Sam. 17:8
Goliath taunts, “choose a man(ish)” Bring me one of Jehovah’s creation; let’s throw it down here and now.

Satan is literally arrogantly taunting God into a fight. His arrogance blinds himself because his ego is so inflated it defies the ability to see anything other than himself. 

v. 10 Goliath goes on to “I defy” He is establishing reproach upon Israel. Indeed, “when the men of Israel saw him, they fled.” V. 24
This is Satan puffing up and asserting that this is his world and his territory and I dare anyone to tell me anything differently. 

Religion is no match. Religious men (Israel) fled. 
Young little David, the very heart of God, walks into this picture and asks the question that God would ask but no Israelite warrior was asking; “what will be done for the man that takes away the “reproach” of Israel?

 Can you feel the tension or drama being accentuated? 
Can you feel Jesus in David at this point?
God is creating space so that there is no mistaking what man is feeling and doing 
and what God is feeling and wants to do. 

Dark vile disdain comes from Goliath to David, from Satan to God. 

 Goliath puffs up; David is filled up. 
The collision is going to be might verses heart. Arrogance verses substance. Goliath is a warrior driven by ego. David is a warrior animated by passionate love for his God and His people. 

Look at Goliath’s proclamation: Focus is on self, aggrandizing and narcissistic.

David’s proclamation: Goliath/Satan, you come with elements of war/strength, but I come to you in the name of God who you have taunted.

This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands and I will strike you down and remove your head. (I Sam. 16:13 “and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward)

David lived from the incarnation, knew his God was present with him and was not about to let anyone mess with the character of his God. 
Do you and I live from this same passion?
I love the picture of David with a “stick”, 5 stones, taken from the brook.  Maybe I am pushing it way too far but the stick becomes the cross for me. 5 Stones, yes because Goliath had those brothers, but also 5 is the number for humanity, and taken from the creek which becomes for me living water. 
It was there at Calvary that Jesus, most blessed beautiful brother, took up his stick for all of humanity. When His side was pierced and water gushed forth He was busy crushing the head of Satan.  The world was mocking Jesus, shouting disdainful things at Him too.  It was what happened on that hill that took away the reproach of all mankind. 
Catch this now: I Sam. 17:54 “Then David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem…” 

Hmmm, maybe the hill called the place of the skull, Golgotha, maybe ol’ David totes it up to Jerusalem and feels the pleasure of the Almighty come upon him for some strange reason. Maybe the Father looks at His Son, swells with pride knowing what His boy Jesus will do someday on that very hill.  
Same story, the heart of God, the Word of God, crushes the foe of God and the enemy to mankind. So that men and women may once again come home to the waiting Father.
“Not by might or by power but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” Zech. 4:6
Now to He who is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords be all glory, power and praise. May every fiber of your being quake in awe and wonder, love and humility, that Jesus has accomplished what no man has ever before, and then has ascended to the right hand of His Father’s presence, sat down and then bequeathed to you and I all that He owns. 

Love so amazing, so rich, so full, so free.

Squander not my brothers and sisters this immense display of love…..

Breathe Abba….
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