Strategic Intentionality

“The gods of other nations are mere idols, but the LORD made the heavens.

Honor and majesty surround Him;

Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.”

No other God has risen from the dead. 

No other God claims to have created all that exists. 

All other gods offer you a path to come unto them.

Our God has come to us.

No other god so positions themselves in humility as ours does. 

No other god offers the mercy as our God. 

Why then do we as Christians so infrequently reflect majesty, honor, strength and beauty?

Why is it that believers are so frequently seen as bigots, naïve, non-thinkers/closed minded, arrogant and out of step with reality. 

“O nations of the world, recognize the LORD;

recognize that the Lord is glorious and strong.

Give to the Lord the glory he deserves!”

I am made in my Father’s image, imago dei.

Within me then is glory and strength. 

Would my neighbors say of me that he is strong and he has an incredible way about him?

If I walked over to my neighbors and asked them to rate me on the perception of strength, on a scale of 1-10 how do you think they would rank me? 

How can I reflect glory back to God if I am not radiating?  What might my neighbors say I mostly reflect?  What attitudes, what actions?
“When you send your spirit, new life is born”  

Keep asking for the spirit and daily renewing if you want newness of life.

Does it seem like the pace of life just keeps getting picked up?  All the more the need to get to those quiet places, to find those quiet times. 
In those times we do best to not fill the air with God full of words, but rather get quiet and ask our Sacred Father to speak into us.  See the mentoring picture rather than groveling before an all powerful potentate. 

We get quiet to slow the flesh down so that God can pour His life into our spirit. There are no shortcuts to living life spiritually with vitality. 
All of the “stuff” that life throws at us will always seek to absorb your priorities and send you back to living life reactively. Then one day melts into the next and you end up going through life feeling bent over picking cotton day after day.  You loose touch with your heart, live out of your head and become unaware of the rhythm of life. 
I saw an illustration of this recently. I was flying from Minneapolis to Brainerd on a smaller prop plane.  It isn’t a long flight so the plane does not typically gain great elevation, aka you get to fly in the weather rather than above it. 

At one point we hit an air pocket where the bottom falls out from under you and you experience a sense of free falling.  On the plane there were 2 strong reactions to this experience. Across the aisle from me a gentleman exclaimed, “help me Jesus”. Apparently he suddenly had faith. Right in front of me sat a young dude of 8 years or so. He threw his hands up in the air and yelled “Weeeeeee!” 

This young guy thought he was on an e-ticket ride. Same experience but two very different reactions.  That picture stuck with me. I thought of so many different times my head “told me” what reality was rather than simply going with it and seeing the potential joy of the experience. 

 How you frame up an experience often really determines how you are impacted by that experience. 

If we choose to live lives with intentionality we can buffer a lot of junk in life. We need to keep in mind that life in the flesh is really managed death. There is no true life in the flesh, just the delusion of being alive. That being the case life seems to bring ugly to all of us sooner or latter. The key though is to be intentional and when life throws you those ugly curveballs, we flex and adapt. The ability to adapt and get back to living is absolutely essential for mental well being. We adapt, create, and then innovate. 
Weekly, we need to review where we are at in all dimensions of life. By keeping short accounts we minimize how much trouble we can find ourselves in. There are no blows out in life, only slow leaks. The problem there is we can drift along way off course before we realize it.  More than one guy has sat on my couch thinking things were pretty decent maritally only to find out that his bride was dying emotionally and wasn’t certain whether she wanted to even stay in the marriage. 

If we are frequently in the presence of God then before our loved ones you will typically be in pretty good shape steering your life. As you see things that need cultivating or pruning, get after them, don’t dawdle. Be strategic, think through a reasonable path to get to where you want to go. Have guys in your life that you respect and you feel comfortable asking them about their decision making. 

Most folks I have worked with for instance do not have a marital map, or game plan. In such an important relationship how can we fly by the seat of our pants and expect good things to happen to us? 

Your life is worth living! Live it well, live it strategically and live it all for the glory of our Lord.

Strength to your sword
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