In Mt. 12 Jesus is speaking forth His authority and declares that He has entered the strongman house and is tying him up and plundering the strongman’s holding. 

This is an accomplished reality for us. Christ has crushed the enemy’s head, destroyed His hold on earth and all of creation, established His Kingdom, and now awaits the Father’s word to complete this work. 

Make no mistake, the enemy is real and his pinions are real, but do not lose sight that his power has been broken over every believer.

Your greatest enemy is not Satan or his cronies; it is your misbelief in the nature and character of God Almighty himself. It is in what you believe to be true of His desires for you. This is the bed where what is conceived bastardizes the life and beauty, the grace and mercy of the Trinity’s deep love for you and I. 

“He gives grace and glory….

Unfailing love and truth have met together;

Righteousness and peace have kissed.

No future time is better than now to love, to live.

We are created in the image of God. His essence is love, life, and light. 

Live as love, life, and light. Breathe Abba, receive the incarnation of a God not far from you but a God delighting in being your animating life, love, light. 
This is the kingdom Christ has established. A kingdom where religion - all religion - becomes meaningless to those that chooses to walk with the God Who tore the veil and walks among humanity now. 

Religion makes faith about my efforts, my sufficiency.

Jesus came not to plant the new super religion, but to open an abiding intimate family of faith where the Father walks with the Spirit and with us, moves in us. We don’t try to live lovingly. We live as love.  Make love, life, and light nouns. They aren’t concepts in the new covenant, they are a being - God. Emanuel, God with us, but even more mysterious, God within me. 

The abundant life unfolds when you live as life, as love, as light. If you are doing this, you are inviting the Spirit of God to ravish you and transform you into seeing and hearing things that you never have before. You are raptured into a dimension that causes the flesh to pale and the things of the flesh to seem paltry. 

There is no “me” in life. There is only the sacred self - immersed in living, breathing forward with wild abandonment.  When this is done you will feel the pulse of the Almighty within you. You will feel alive and full; perhaps you can even feel the kiss of righteousness and peace. 

When you don’t add fear to Love’s deepest desire, your life will relax and unfold before your eyes.  Imagine now when the Word of God is “do not fear” that this may well be the Father saying, “get fear out of the way so that I may fully immerse my mind in your mind, my heart into your heart, my breath into your breath, and when I say breath out now, we simply do but it now is holy life, love, wisdom. 

Wouldn’t you rather walk in a faith like this instead of one where you live in fear of doing something wrong and consequently live your life as liars that hide and pretend everything is cool?
This is why you have heard me use the question, “if fear played no role in my life right now; what would I do, what would my life look like?

If fear played no role and you lived from your deepest masculine or feminine roar, what would you be arousing?

What would be in your life, what would be out of your life?

What friends would you get rid of?

What new something would you go for?

All guarded moments are wasted time, wasted life, actually not even living.

If you looked honestly at how you spend your day; how much time is spent as an effort to avoid pain, or to experience pleasure and pretend everything is a okay?  
A life well lived embraces death everyday. To truly live, you must first get down dying real well. Dying well is not grimacing and enduring from a posture of clench. Dying well looks like the cross. You open as wide as possible from love and in love, regardless of the cost to you. 
This is why the early church fathers taught that the cross was the “bed of Christ, where He consummated the ultimate act of love. They saw the cross as Eros, not agape.

Because it is love, Paul can say, “it pleased the Father….”
Do you ever wonder if the way that you live is your destiny, your path of dignity?
You heard me reference that there are 2 deep movements of our faith. There is the good news of the “good news” i.e. God loves you, has forgiven your sins, wants you to be a part of His family and has prepared an eternal home for you with Him.

Then there is the bad news of the good news - you need to be saved from you!

This is where, for those that will follow Christ into the valley of the shadow of death, we will find ourselves inundated with “me.” Fear always makes everything in life about me. 
Impotent potentates scream to the cosmos to assume responsibility and fix things that make me afraid. This is consistent with the flesh, but with the new creation where I am not a “me’, I am love, life, wisdom. I am created from the second Adam, Jesus, given all that He has as a coheir, and told by Him, “now live! Live as love, I Cor, 13, live as life, John 10, live in wisdom.
In the second movement of the gospel, the illusion of me vanishes. I get, since the flesh is not really alive, i.e. we all die, every loved one will be taken from me or I will be taken from them, every tender faced I have every kissed or touched will someday not be there, I come out of delusion and enter reality. In my true self I am eternal as love, as life, as wisdom, as beauty, as creativity. I am alive because He who is life, love, light, lives in me and through me.  
As it once was in Eden, it has now become again, it is By him and through him all things are held together, given there dimension, radiance, cadence, and glory. He and He alone animates all things to newness of life and beauty.

Knowing we are love is not enough, in fact it is fairly useless, we must live as love.
Knowing truth or any other reality has little merit, but living that truth is powerful and inviting to others as well. It provides hope, and strength to others that would walk the same path.
You are more loving than your relationships allow, more radiant than your life shows and you know it too! 
Live your life forward getting in sync not with men but with the Abba of Jesus. Norm off of Him, not flesh.

Day in and day out I hear 2 dominant threads from men and women.
Women long for the strong men that can accept a woman’s development or power and still have their power and strength to ravish them.

I hear from men - who are tired of the hardened entitled ladies of the last generation; where are the women who could be successful without guarding their hearts and tensing their bodies, glorious women who alive with feminine sensuality and open heart surrender?

Archie Bunker - ugly macho, and Edith - excessively submissive, has lead to sensitive men that are too safe and independent.

Can you imagine being enraptured by safety or independence? It will never happen. 

Is this not what much of the church looks like, boring hardened women and spineless little men/boys. Not much is sexy about that and if Christ has said, “If I be lifted up, I will draw all men unto me,” then we might be missing something in our approach to life and faith.

Press in on He who is wisdom, our world needs you to step it up!

Journey on sacred brothers…….
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