Listening and Grace

“So why do you call me Lord when you won’t listen to me?”  Luke 6:46

Gentlemen, we left off prior to elk season with an encouragement to learn to listen at a deeper level.  Have you wrestled with this a bit?

I was looking at Luke 7:36-50 where Jesus is anointed by “a certain immoral woman.”

The scripture states, “The Pharisee host watching this said to himself, “This proves that Jesus is no prophet. For if he was, he would know what kind of woman it is that is touching him.” 

Though the Pharisee was totally within the law and was spot on logically, he was nowhere within sight of the kingdom of Christ.  How tragic to be so dialed in and yet a million miles off base.  We need to start always with, I am that Pharisee. 

When we take that first step on my own away from present intimate relationship with God, we have stepped into delusion and death. 

Scripture is replete with examples of good men and women falling into this struggle. 

We tend to be so focused on getting the flesh together, cleaned up that we totally miss the point. The flesh can’t be brought under control.  Could it be possible that the brother that is a drunk and relapses throughout his life is just as righteous as the brother that has never pulled the cork?  Feel the tension, where we want to go, “yes but….”?

We have played into the hands of the enemy’s strategy to always bring the focus back to me and “getting it together for God’s glory.”   The flesh is dead!  The power of sin has been broken over the flesh. The penalty has been paid, but the objective is not so that we can snatch up our lives and be little Barbie and Ken Christian dolls.  

No the heart of our blessed brother and Lord is to set us free, to live, to come alive, to thrive, to create, to love, to cultivate beauty, to extend compassion, to be merciful, to live with a consciousness that I am a vessel-earthsuit for Jesus to jump into each and every day. The mystery of present day incarnation, Christ literally in you touching those we share life with is the only thing that will save our country and our world. 

Doesn’t it seem like God is mocking we the “right” in America? I really don’t think it is those “damn democrats” that has us in the toilet. 

Judgement always comes first to the family of God.  (I Peter 4:17)

It seems like we have gotten ourselves to this point simply because we have stopped listening and being guided/mentored by our Sacred Father.  How many days have past since you last touched His face? “When you bow down before the Lord and admit your dependence on Him, He will lift you up and honor you!”  James 4: 10

“All of us should be of one mind, full of sympathy towards each other, loving one another with tender hearts and humble minds.”  I Peter. 3:8

Would we brothers be characterized as men with tender hearts and humble minds? If we would be why does our world see us as bigots and hateful? 

Recently, I had a client who has struggled with sexual compulsions for sometime through tears confess he once again failure. I wept with him and then he got up and started to leave. When I asked him where he was going his reply was “he knew I would be asking him 

to leave because of his sin.”  He had been thrown out by the last “Christian therapist” and his pastor as well.  I asked him to stay, get back in the saddle and honor his values, beliefs, and principles. I also let him know that my Lord hasn’t thrown me out on my fanny and He certainly had more than enough reasons to do so.  

This illustrates how quickly we fall back into moralistic thinking. For all of our talk about grace we really prefer the law. You blew it, now pay!  Paul begs us to hold unto the freedom that Christ has purchased for us, but how quickly we return to the pods of the law.  We live degrading lives of self-righteous bigotry where we kill and maim in the name of Christ. It leads only to death and emptiness. Remember the prodigal older brother never gets a party or enter the party before him. 

Brothers, how I long for you to begin each day with the question, “If I were truly free what would I do today?”  If each day we rose to meet with our Sacred Father, grin on our face as our eyes meet and in our heart we heard ourselves say, “what’s next papa?”

If we could let go that reality is somehow anchored in my flesh, defined by the logic of my mind. To hold in our consciousness that my ability to perceive, to “know” was radically altered in the garden and it still is! That each day would be met with a sitting at the feet of the blessed Rabbi, taught by His spirit.  That we would finish our days with a pouring out at the cross what we “know” and learn to start over with an empty cup the next day and drink again from living water and don’t broken cisterns. 

Old water will make you sick and can kill you.  The law creates immobilization where we live from fear and stop creating and living from freedom and beauty.  Have you noticed the level of cynicism among us as brothers? These are cheap shelters we erected to protect us from the reality that we are not in reality.  There is no peace here because it is no mans land.  Peace will only be found when we surrender fully into the arms of grace.

Can you hear your Father calling to you, “My beloved, come up here,  my beloved, come up here.”  Christ appropriated life for us not to use us but so that the voice of your true Father could call out to you to come home.  Come home to a banquet, come home to grace greater than you can comprehend. Come home where The Most High throws dignity aside and runs to meet you, embrace you, and crown you with love. 

Oh that we might repent, throw off again that life is somehow about my sufficiency, but rather nestle down into the awareness that your blessed brother Jesus whispers to you, “not yours, but my sufficiency.” Rest now in the bosom of your sacred Father and listen as He sings a new song over you.  Hold unto, you can never get away from a love that will not let you go!  No matter how ugly you stink up your present life, the Father is waiting, watching and ready to run to you.  He chooses to see you not in the economy of man but through the Kingdom of Christ which has made you regal, noble incredibly beautiful, free!

Now brothers,  what will you do with your freedom?

Journey on sacred brothers……

jeff 
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