Ill Fitting Armor

And

An Egotistical Opponent

(1 Samuel 17; Ephesians 6)

The classic story of David and Goliath has been taught in elementary Sunday School classes. Small boy with great courage faces big giant with unlikely results. 

David is the youngest of 8 and his oldest 3 brothers are fighting for Saul’s army. His father tells him to head up to the front lines with some roasted grain, loaves of bread and rolls of cheese and to bring back word as to how the battle is going. Upon arrival David rushes to the battles lines to speak to his brothers and as he does he hears this pagan giant, Goliath the Philistine champion, raving and insulting the Israelites and their God and issuing a challenge for a man to fight him on behalf of their nation. David is incensed! (v.26) He hears the men talking of the reward for the one who defeats this giant. 1) great wealth from the King, 2) Marriage to the King’s daughter, and 3) Complete tax exemption for the entire family of the man who kills Goliath.

Word gets back to King Saul about the young man who is asking what the reward will be for the one who kills this foe and Saul sends for David. Saul challenges David saying he is but a youth and could never hope to succeed against this giant trained soldier. Have you ever come up against odds that looked to be overwhelmingly against you? What were your thoughts? How did you react? Several hundred years later Dr. Gamaliel, a Sanhedrin Counsel Member, speaking of the Disciples to the ruling authorities in Jerusalem said, “If their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” (Acts 5: 38) This was David’s perspective. “If God is on our side, how can we lose?”

But take a closer look at the details of the story. David was not just a scruffy kid who had delusions of grandeur. He was a seasoned shepherd with courage and skill enough to attack and kill a lion and a bear. This wasn’t the first time he’d picked up a sling. He was an expert marksman. He had trained for years. He knew which stones to use for ammo and which to avoid. He knew how to move and angle and let the enemy have the first shot and how to make him miss. He was a hunter of predators and a protector of the flock. Does this change the image slightly? He had killed large powerful creatures before.

Saul tries to offer David the finest Armor in the land, his own. But David hasn’t been trained in the use of such armor. It’s unfamiliar to him and would only inhibit his movement and weigh him down. Besides Saul stood 8”-10” taller than everyone else in Israel. (1 Sam. 9:2) That would be like me trying to wear one of Shaq’s suits or a pair of his size 21EEE shoes. This armor won’t do. No matter how cool it looks, how polished it appears, how fancy the engraving…it just won’t do. It’s ill fitting.

You know how the story goes. David kills the giant with a perfectly placed head-shot, saves the day, becomes the hero, gets the gold and the girl (and the family exemption) and settles into infamy to go on to be the greatest King in the history of the Nation.

Now let’s take a look at some other armor that’s tailor made and perfectly fitted to the challenge in Ephesians 6. First note that like the armor bearer of old who followed the warrior carrying the weapons and shield, we are exhorted to “PUT ON” this armor in the day of attack. This means first we must be able to recognize when we are being attacked. We must know our enemy and his taunts and challenges. Then we must put on the armor. Our enemy’s attacks take many forms but he always uses the same approach as in the garden of Eden. “Did God really say…?” “Oh  c’mon, God wants you to be like him. Go on, give it a try. It won’t hurt you” “You know what He really means”. 

Stand firm in the evil day. Having the belt of TRUTH buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of RIGHTEOUSNESS in place and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the GOSPEL OF PEACE. Then take up the SHIELD OF FAITH (to extinguish the fiery darts of the evil one). Take the HELMET OF SALVATION and the SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, which is the Word of God. PRAY in the Spirit on all kinds of occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests, BE ALERT.

This ARMOR fits and it’s perfectly tailored to you. BUT YOU HAVE TO PUT IT ON!

Blessings and remember,

“Be careful! Watch out for attacks from the Devil, your great enemy. He prowls around like a roaring lion looking for some victim to devour.”  1 Peter 5:8

