How is a Rock Like a Photograph?

or

Where Do You Pile Your Stones?
Joshua had a tall order to fill. He was the spiritual heir to the greatest man that ever lived up to that point. How could anyone think the assistant to Moses would follow in his footsteps? So Moses is dead. That’s the way the Book of Joshua starts out. And God wasted no time in lolling around mourning him. “Cross the Jordan River” was His command. “You and all the people”. It’s time to take the land I’ve given you as your own. But God promised Joshua that He would be with him in the same way He was with Moses. What does that look like? Well for starters, let’s cross the Jordan River and you’ll see.

The two-man spy trick. Joshua learned his lesson and this time he sent just two guys to spy out the land instead of ten. They came to Jericho, to the house of Rehab (the Harlot) and stayed there. Interesting name, don’t you think? You know the story. The King of Jericho gets word two spies are there somewhere. Big manhunt. Rahab’s house is on the corner of the wall surrounding the town so if anyone might have seen something suspicious, she would be the one. “Bring them out!” Who, those guys? Oh, they went thata way.

Question: Is it ever right to do wrong to do right?

She protects them but gets a promise of their protection in return. What was her basis for lying to the authorities? What did she say in Joshua 2:9? What did she know for certain and what was her proof? 

They tell her to hang a “red” rope out of the window to let the Israelite army know which house was hers and to keep everyone inside. They followed her advice and escaped back to Joshua. Look at the report they gave in 2:24 “Yes, God has given the whole country to us. Everybody there is in a state of panic because of us.”

Now the story takes a little aside. They are encamped on the east side of the Jordan River and need to cross over to extend their conquest to the shores of the Mediterranean as commanded. God performs the same miracle He did at the Red Sea and stops the waters’ flow, allowing the Ark of the Covenant to be sent out to the middle while the waters piled up on the “wet side”, upstream. 

After the people crossed over, God spoke to Joshua again and instructed him to send 12 men back to the center of the River, each to pick up a stone from the Riverbed and carry it on his shoulder to the other side. Then Joshua made a monument to the God of Moses who was now called the God of Joshua. As Joshua took his place as “God’s servant” for this time, the entire nation had a monument to return to whenever they doubted or wavered or forgot. No Eastman-Kodak or Matthew Brady to shoot the pics for the scrapbooks so they did the next best thing…made a memory.

John Maxwell says, regarding ways to Win With People, “Make a memory and visit it often”. One of his best is a chariot race in New York City with bicycle rickshaws. He recommends you start with your family. So, how are you doing at making memories of your journey? Let’s share some of our stone monuments? What miracles or just plain reminders of God’s acts of faithfulness are you commemorating and how? Are you passing them on from generation to generation? One of the ways to start is to just write them down. Let’s pause here and take a few minutes to remember.

At the time of the writing of the Book of Joshua, that monument was still standing. We don’t know just how long it stood but we do know it remained for the rest of Joshua’s life in his memory collection. The text says “God made Joshua great that day in the sight of all Israel. The were in awe of him just like they had been in awe of Moses all of his life.” (4:14) Red Sea, Jordan River. I wonder what else God will do.

By the way, Rahab is mentioned in the “Role Call of Faith” in Hebrews 11:31, even thought she was a gentile. Oddly she also caught the imagination of James as in 2:25 he chooses her as an example of one whose faith had “feet” and was not “dead”.
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