Reading:
Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians

Think back to when you had just become a Christian. What did it feel like?  If you could sum up your early Christian experience in one word or phrase, what is that word?  

Did you pray a lot?  Did you read the Bible a lot?  Did you go to church a lot?  More than now?

What was your faith like then compared to now? Is it stronger or weaker now? Do you love more now or then?  Was God more real then or now?

What changed?  For better or worse?

If the Apostle Paul were to write you a letter, what would it say?  In almost all of his letters to churches or individuals he had warnings for the readers. What warnings would he write to you?

Likewise he almost always commended the recipients. What commendations would he give you?  For what would he say, “Well done, I’m proud of you”?  What would you say in return?  

What do you want written on your tombstone? (Figuratively speaking for those who are going out “shake ‘n bake”.)  “He laughed hardest at himself”

Remember man, as you walk by, As you are now, so once was I, As I am now, so shall you be, Remember this and follow me.
-- Tombstone in England
To follow you I'll not consent, Until I know which way you went.
-- Written on the tombstone in reply to one above
“Don't let yesterday use up too much of today."

"Things will get better despite our efforts to improve them"

"Never miss a chance to shut up"  Will Rogers

