Eugene Peterson once said, “everybody is looking for God, whether they realize it or not, they are.”
Seems the problem that comes up often is a lot of folks think of God in the same sort of light as we do seeing the proctologist.
David Needham, a former Multnomah university professor used to say we are like prisms; we receive the light of God into our being and break forth an array of colors.
Nothing works until we figure who God in His ascendant moral nature. Is he righteous, just, loving, beautiful?
I’d like to submit, the lie that bore itself into Lucifer’s heart in the heavens is the same lie he whispered into Eve’s ear. God is “righteous” Lucifer thought and because he is it allowed the enemy room to then muse, “it isn’t fair they way he is treating Jesus over me.” God is righteous; all of the heavens saw that. No one would ever doubt that, but when the deepest essence of God is righteous everything can get black in a hurry. However, if our King is seen in His purest light and that reflection is love, then our story can begin to make sense.

Righteousness can never ever show us the deep heart of God. If God’s ascendant moral nature is righteous, then all of life is about me. I am not righteous like God and I better get it together, try harder, do more. The insanity is, no matter what I do, I will never be enough. How many lives have felt the oppression of not “being enough?” Not tall enough, strong enough, smart enough, wealthy enough, you fill in whatever blank you want because we are all hard-wired with inadequacy, incompetency, impotency.
It’s the lie that oppresses humanity and casts God in a really ugly monstrous light.
It’s not enough to mouth empty words like, “God wants to have a personal relationship with you.” Well if God is first righteous, who would want to? Every time you show up what is reflected is shame, guilt, fear, I’ll never get there. Maybe, this is why so many run from Jesus, a righteous God reflecting off of unrighteous sinners is a train wreck.
Question; when man and woman feel in the garden and the Trinity step back and debrief with one another, if God is first and foremost righteous, why is there no condemnation to Adam or Eve? God certainly does not take away the consequences but there is a total absence of condemnation. Indeed what the Trinity approaches man and woman with is the paradigm shift from the created plan to now a redemptive plan.  Is that righteous or is that incredibly a love we are not worthy of and really don’t understand?
We will never experience the depths of love until we stop being afraid of God. If your view of God is animated by righteousness, then you can’t shed fear.

On the other hand, if you open to begin to see God as love, then you might have the courage to look at Him as a child who is fascinated by His grandeur. Love makes God the central figure and not me. Love allows me to be drawn into His heart, shown mysteries of how this love works. Love, may even free me to live life, to dance, to paint, to create. Heck, I may even show up liking to talk to God and linger in His presence. I may cry out “Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me!”
What if, each day when we rose we rose with the excitement of, “I get to be a reflector of God’s beauty?”  Isn’t this what Jesus lived out? Jn. 5:19ff “Truly I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself; unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself is doing.” Jesus continues on with, “You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about me; and you are unwilling to come to me so that you may have life. I do not receive glory from men; but I know you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves.” Then a few lines further in Christ’s interaction he says, “I have not come to condemn you, the one that accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope.”
The law kills, makes ugly. California is making more laws all the time and is it restraining broken human nature? Obviously not. Only love will transport transformation.
How refreshing would it be for we the people of God to live lives full, free, creatively, beautifully alive? Do you see if the righteous nature of God was handled by Jesus’ gift at the cross and the writer of Hebrews says of this gift, that Christ stood once and offered his sacrifice and then sat down? Meaning, He’s done, he did in one offering what do priest of bull or goat ever was able to do. Now then, what more is there for us as God’s children to do; try to add to Christ’s perfect gift, question whether God the Father is really satisfied with His Son’s work, or to honor the Trinity by having the courage to live lives from love? To run into the presence of God and shout, “what’s next Papa” (Eugene Peterson The Message). I dare you to ask God to give you eyes anew, new eyes to see perhaps like you have never seen before. Not a God who is apart from us, but a God who is literally present with us and delights in imparting His spirit into and through us.
Say what you want to say about what you believe about God, but the truth is always shown by what we reflect through our life.
For me, the story is a love story. It is a love story I am not worthy to be a part of, but God in His mercy with held His righteous hand when man and woman fell, instead extended His hand of mercy and love. He gave us thousands of years to come to our senses and out of delusion. He then set everything right, privileged position aside and took on the form of man starting about as low as any man could. He walked out what none of us ever could. He did this through the abiding presence of His Father. He literally walked out the vine and the branch story. He did what he said he would, he came not to abolish the law but actually to fulfill it. He became The Word, where the words of God were woefully inadequate. Then with His face set like a flint, animated by love He faced Calvary. Though His flesh recoiled in horror and ruptured, He did not waver but pursued the Cross. He would not be denied the gift of love for His Father and we His brothers and sisters. He swallowed up death, descended into hell, knocked on Satan’s door and then kicked some phondy! He crushes Satan’s head, leads the captives to freedom, and before He ascends into the presence of His Father He comforts His dudes, blesses Mary and leaves the Holy Spirit.
In my mind’s eye I see the Father and the Holy Spirit coming to get Jesus and just before they leave, they turn and look at humanity and say, “I double dog dare you to live your life abundantly.”

Life is for living, and belongs to those that choose to do so……
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