Hezekiah- “Whom Jehovah has strengthened”

Hezekiah is one of those understated kings until you actually read the text.  Then you begin to realize there is more written about this guy than any other king other than Solomon. 

Check out 2 Kings 18:5-6 “Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either before him or after him.  He held fast to the Lord and did not cease to follow Him; he kept the commands the Lord had given Moses.” 

Perhaps Hezekiah is a bit lost in the shadows of David and Solomon. 

Hezekiah jumps off the pages at me for a number of reasons. His dad, King Ahaz was about as corrupt of a King as there was. Morale is low. Assyria has come into and conquered Israel to the north. The Assyrians often conquered through sheer intimidation. They were masters at torture, often filleting folks alive. 

Hezekiah co-reigns with his dad King Ahaz for 14 years. (729-715 BC)

Imagine if you will having heart that wants to run with godliness and yet you are stuck behind a bus headed nowhere. The Lord’s timing is pretty incredible. When Ahaz passes, Hezekiah immediately goes into action. 

The climate does not support this sold out zeal we see in Hezekiah. Where does this come from? 

There were no focus groups to help him sort out how to lead. 

The first thing Hezekiah does is to jump into reforming or transforming the spiritual climate of the country. Even though he knows what has gone on to the north he will not court the favor of the Assyrian King. 

His dad had shut down the temple and boarded it up. Hezey initiates a three step process in transforming Judah.

· He cleansed the temple 2 Chron. 29

· He called for personal purification 2 Chron. 30: 6-14

· He called Judah to worship 2 Chron. 31: 2-21

Hezekiah also reaches across the lines to Israel and invites them to join with  Judah in this process. Israel laughs and taunts King Hezekiah with sarcasm.  A few do straggle down to Jerusalem to repent and return to the Lord. (2 Chron. 30:10-11

Lives have been cleansed, hearts purified and worship renewed. The net results is great revival in Judah, and the Israelites as they go home tear up the countryside dragging down anything that had to do with false religion.
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The writer of Chronicles records “Hezekiah did wholeheartedly”… 6 different times.  Stop and think about what the Chronicler might write about your life story. What adjectives come to mind? Write them down here:

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

The folks gather together for Passover at Jerusalem. They come open hearted and willing to enter in. So complete was their entering in that the priests are taken back by it and goaded into getting their act into gear as well.  2Chron. 30: 15-16

God used the king to stir the masses and the masses to stir the Priests and Levites. Isn’t it so cool how the Lord will start wherever He can and use whatever He can?  Remember that ol' song, “it only takes a spark”…

Let’s look at Hezy’s three steps:

Cleanse the temple 

I Cor. 6:19 “Don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who was given to you by God.” 

I want us to think through what cleansing the temple might involve. 

The Spirit of Christ is alive within you. This is often experienced through expressions of insight, creativity, beauty, deep understanding, love, etc. In other words there is a life force within you that is the Spirit of Christ in oneness with your spirit. We are stewards to this deep abiding relationship and therefore need to study what shrouds the manifestation of Christ’s spirit through me. For some it could be lack of sleep, others it might be too many beers, holding unto anger, resentment, bitterness, to others still it is passivity and waiting for God to move the heavenlies giving you a special sign to get off your tush. Still for others it might be the volume of coffee that you drink, or infrequent meals that are creating a dipping of energy. For some it might be the lack of exercise, for others it is too much exercise. Each one of us needs to take seriously the sacred gift of life we have within and the privilege of allowing God to have His way with us.  Anything that blocks or impedes the full reign of Christ’s spirit needs to be “cleansed”, removed from me. What was okay last week may not be okay today. This process is dynamical and we must stay aware of where our heart is actually at. It is like bringing a kid home from the hospital. You really shouldn’t pitch the kid in a crib and come back 5 years later to see if they are ready for kindergarten. That tender life form is attended to consistently and with love and compassion. 

One of the things that Hezy does that really blows me away is when he breaks up the bronze serpent that Moses had made in the wilderness. 
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This is a relic that the great prophet Moses had made and it bore witness to God’s faithfulness to Israel. However when the King saw that Judah was making it a fetish then he saw it had become unclean and had to be destroyed.  That is courage born out of conviction.

What is in your life that needs cleansing today? What shrouds the glory of Christ within you and consequently shrouds your glory as well?

Purify Self

Think in terms of one substance, whole heartedly like Hezy, or like pure gold being just that, only gold. 

How double minded is your heart? Is your heart in a place that it can come alive or are you holding mixed passions, strong emotions that contradict one another.  A heart that is not pure is like driving a car forward while looking backwards over your shoulder. Pretty tough to do and a lot more work than is needed. Plus you will find there isn’t much joy in driving that way. Pleasure is replaced with fear and anxiety, doubt and insecurity. 

When the heart is pure it is very alive and when the temple is also cleansed then the life in the heart easily breaks forth through the temple into our world that we are living. 

“Above all else, guard your heart, for it effects everything you do.” Proverbs 4:23

Call to Worship: 

The temple is cleansed, the heart is purified and now from this pure heart we express our love and gratitude. We pour into God’s heart our love and He overwhelms our hearts with His love. We breath out and the Sacred Father breathes newness of life back in again. As it was in the garden when God created man and breathed into him life, so each and everyday we come to the presence of our Father pouring out our love and affection and He breathes into us godly affections. 

This process is not what we need because of the fall - this was the rhythm that unfolded life with deep meaning and purpose prior to the fall. It is still the “fountain of youth”. 

Gentlemen, I really want to challenge you to look at King Hezekiah’s example. He stood up in godliness and called those He was responsible for to follow him in returning wholeheartedly to the Lord. I want to issue the same challenge. Today is the day to return again to the waiting Father that loves you and is committed to your coming alive!

Journey on blessed brothers…..

jeff

