Happy Thanksgiving

Happy Thanksgiving! We have an immense amount of blessings all around us to be grateful for don’t we?

I was thinking this week how often I am hearing people reflect back the anxiety of the uncertain times we are living in. The crazy part is that believers seemingly are just as shaken. 

It strikes me ironically that these are the times where we the family of faith actually need to be seeing life for what it is. Man should be shaken. Financial upheaval is global, military powers are edgy and looking for a fight to test their new weapons out on, the earth is definitely groaning for release, and the Minnesota Vikings are not going to make the play offs…
The strength of the flesh is failing, the kingdom of men faltering. Should we not see this as a time then when men might look to something other than themselves? 

It is raining on the godly as well as the ungodly for sure. Many solid brothers and sisters are under going a boatload of pressure. 

We need to keep a clear focus on the fact that this world, though it is tangible and real, is not reality. 

2 Chronicles 32 Hezekiah has gone thru the land and purged it of the false gods and the issues of idolatry. On the heels of this Sennacherib of Assyria comes against Judah and King Hezekiah. You might remember the Assyrians had a favorite game they liked to play with their conquered foes; they often would fillet alive the men they caught and let them suffer before their communities. Not nice people and a tad bit intimidating for sure. 

Into this realty Hezekiah exhorts, “Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed because of the king of Assyria, not because of the multitude which is with him; for the One with us is greater than the one with him.  With him is only an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord God Almighty, to help us and fight our battles.” 

Hezekiah does not say hang in there; he exhorts be strong- eesh, be erect, stand up, do not shrink back, do not endure, engage! Even though the picture is overwhelming, nevertheless, show and be courageous. Don’t count the number of the dudes coming against you and conclude anything; instead, be mindful of the reality that our God is God Almighty and He is who will fight your battle for you. 

Talk about a mindset to hold unto, wow!

Have we been entrusted with anything less? 

Verse 11 the power of darkness seeks to introduce doubt. In verse 12 we see how pivotal right worship is. 

Verse 13, 14 Sennacherib is trying to induce fear. 

Verse 15 he switches back to inducing doubt.

Verse 16-18 Sennacherib taunts the fear and seeks to dislodge their trust in Hezekiah’s leadership and God’s sufficiency. 

Now if we were standing there I’m sure some of us would have been pretty puckered up.

Hezekiah and Isaiah prayed to Jehovah. 

Verse 21 “And the Lord sent an angel who destroyed every mighty warrior, commander and officer in the camp of the King of Assyria.” 

We, my brothers need to breathe this deep into our inner man, our souls. 

I’m not certain many today, if they were honest, actually believe that our God would show up for us in this way. If we did, why is there so much insecurity and anxiety in the family of faith? 

It seems this can only really mean one thing, and that is that we are trusting more in the kingdom and power of man, rather than the kingdom and power of Christ.
This is no time for lemmings men. We are either posers that do a good job at talking the game, or we need to stand up and stand strong in the strength that flows from the Spirit of God into our Spirit. The Spirit is gentle and if we are not seeking the Spirit for this He is not going to overwhelm us and do it to us. 

The Spirit knows the purposes of heaven (1 Cor. 2:9-16), He sees the future (John 16:13), the Spirit empowers (Acts 1:4, 8). 

What are you/we doing with this resource?

Seems like a terrible thing to waste don’t you think?

Augustine used to coach his disciples with this question: “What do you want to be remembered for?”  

Take a moment and think about this for yourself. 

If you do not have a life focus then be assured that you will achieve it. Meaning, if you shoot at nothing, you will probably hit nothing.

Trust the moving on the Spirit within you, step out in faith and see the glory of the Lord unveiled.

“Angus Buchan is a farmer from South Africa with a seventh grade education. In 2009, God led him to host a men’s meeting on his farm over a weekend. He was the only speaker. 200,000 men showed up!

In April this year he held his second weekend retreat and 300,000 men came.” 

God is using a simple farmer, just like he did with Amos, or Gideon, or fisherman that bombed out of rabbinical school. 

It is the same for you and I brothers! He delights in using the foolish to confound the wise. 
I double dog dare you to believe in this God and His love and then stand up and say, “Here am I Lord….”

Journey on sacred brothers, strength and honor to all you turkeys!
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