Great dangers always accompany great opportunities.

The possibility of destruction is always a part of creation. 

Alexis de Tocqueville, writing in “Democracy in America”, notes , “unless citizens were regularly involved in governing themselves, self government would pass from the scene. “

"You cannot legislate the poor into prosperity by legislating the wealthy out of prosperity. What one person receives without working for, another person must work for without receiving. The government cannot give to anybody anything that the government does not first take from somebody else. When half of the people get the idea that they do not have to work because the other half is going to take care of them, and when the other half gets the idea that it does no good to work because somebody else is going to get what they work for, that my dear friend, is the beginning of the end of any nation. You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it."** Adrian Rogers, 1931*
 

Ezekiel 16:3-6 “Thus says the Lord God to Jerusalem, “Your origin and your birth are from the land of the Canaanite, your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite.   4 As for your birth, on the day you were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you washed with water for cleansing; you were not rubbed with salt nor wrapped in cloths.  5 No eye looked with pity on you to do these things for you, to have compassion on you. Rather, you were thrown out into the open field, for you were abhorred on the day that you were born. 6
 When I passed by you squirming in your blood, I said to you while you were squirming in your blood, Live!” 

We are living in the most exciting times perhaps in all of history! 

There is typically one of 2 postures we can assume now:

1. Feel the pressure of things changing around us and feeling overwhelmed where the temptation is to go passive and try to hang on or hang in. That’s victim mentality and surrendering to a belief that either God is real, he is dead or he is outmanned right now. 
2. The second is to see what is happening as new, virginal and like Joshua and Caleb bigger than me but certainly not bigger than my God.

Remember, the enemy is subdued and we are exhorted to raid his house. The best that he can do is intimidate, poise for threat. Often these threats are pretty tangible to some: 
· My dad is loosing the battle with congestive heart failure- real. 
· Jacqueline’s dad is lying in UCSF fighting for his life- real. 
· Last weekend we attended a memorial service for a good friend and mentor of Jacqueline’s- real. 
· Over the weekend my back went out- real. 
All these are tangible, but they are vapors. They will pass, we will be changed, but my Sacred Father has never taken his eye off of me nor has he taken his eye off of you.

Brothers, we need to stand strong, stand firm, stand up. Doing this in your own strength makes you a fool. 

How we look at life is extremely important. Israel is excited leaving bondage and Egypt. Hooray, we are top dogs. On the journey they become less excited, “we are victims, we want to go back.”
If life is an arduous task to buck up under then you are going to feel the weight of the world on you. If on the other hand life is an adventure and your God is the lead scout, then you are out front and the energy we feel is one of being made alive. 
Some would argue that this is simply not realistic. Then tell me why and how the early brothers and sisters exhorted the Romans to bring on the oil, tie me to the stake. Our early brothers and sisters “delighted” in their sacrifice of their bodies. “You can take everything from me but my martyrdom.” Can you imagine living in that truth?

Are we made of any less fibers? Does the blood of Jesus cover me in the same way? Is this impassioned surrender to Christ still available to me or was that just for the early church?

David, writing in Ps. 23 speaks of the journey that involves valleys of shadows of death. Have you ever been in a place where you simply weren’t certain how this might end?

I remember one night after swimming practice coming home and then jumping on my skis to run my trap line. It was January, and in Northern Minnesota that is a bitter cold time and consequently a time of meager food for lots of critters. 
I was ½ mile from the rig when I felt the shadows of something out there. I stopped, looked around, nothing. I pressed on. Again I felt their presence and stopped once more. There, behind the balsam I saw a shadow tucked behind the trunk, a wolf. Then to the other side of the tree another shadow. 
All I had on me was a long handle knife my father had carried in WWII in the Pacific theater. How far to the car, I wondered. Could I make a break for it? No, too far, 1/3 of a mile now and they would certainly catch me if I bolted in panic. 
I dialed 911:

 “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.” Ps. 91:1
“I will say to the Lord, My refuge and my fortress, My God in whom I trust! 

For it is He who delivers you from the snare of the trapper…”
Shortly after my prayer, a little buck came from my right and stopped in the middle of my track. He looked at me for a couple seconds and then went in the direction of the wolves. 50 yards now off the trail he faltered and in that moment the wolves were upon him. I now raced as fast as I could on my skis for the car. 
That was one of the most frightening moments of my life. I also saw the great meaning in “I will fear no evil; for thou art with me.” 

It was later in life that I saw the psalmist goes on to say “Surely goodness and loving kindness will follow me all the days of my life.” The Hebrew here is actually surely goodness and mercy will hunt you down. 
Is that awesome or what?

Do you live with the mindfulness that goodness and mercy has your address and is going to hunt you down? 
In Galatians 4 Paul speaks of Abraham having two sons- one from a bondwoman and one from a free woman. 
The son from a bondwoman was born of the flesh. The son of a free woman born through promise. 

The bondwoman- Hagar - is from Mt. Sinai - the source of the law. The son of promise comes freely from the heart of God himself. 

Brothers to which boob have you been clinging? Which breast has it been that you have been suckling from? 

Paul goes on to say, quoting Isaiah, “Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear;

Break forth and shout , you who are not in labor; For more are the children of the desolate than of the one who has a husband.” 

Don’t let circumstances define your reality! Truth in this life we live is all smoke and mirrors. Entropy being the order of the universe it is amazing that everything is not falling down on us right now in utter collapse. The universe should be imploding. But God in His incredible mercy sustains life, holds all things together  (Col. 1:17) so that all that would come to Christ would have the opportunity to do so. 

Have you ever stopped to think what this cost God to wait and be so longsuffering? He is holding from the fall of man in the Garden incredible God sized pain of rejection and abandonment. 
Think about your worse rejection, that most painful place of abandonment or of a human failing you. This is the pain the Lord felt but only at a God sized level. 
Despite the incredible loss and pain to the Trinity, in deep mercy they hold their pain and wait for all to come. 

While waiting, God is not passive, rather “He is actively searching the earth for one good man that he may strongly support.” 

Let’s do more than survive life brothers - lets engage. Live like you have actually started eternity! Wait, we have started eternity haven’t we? We are free, hid in Christ. Whatever God sees when He looks at Jesus is what he now sees as He looks at me. Break the bondage of shame, stop running from your shadow, step into the light and find community that is breathing this air.

“For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,

that he would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His spirit in your inner man;

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;

and that you being rooted and grounded in love,

may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length, and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever, Amen.” 
Eph. 3
Journey on my sacred brothers…..
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