“Gone But Not Forgotten”

Text:
The Book of Esther
There is an interesting factoid about the Book of Esther. God is never mentioned by name anywhere in the book but His fingerprints are all over it. 

Just because you can’t see Him doesn’t mean He isn’t working. God’s deeds are written in invisible ink in this book. Even though He is invisible, He is still invincible.

Let’s do a quick recap of the story. In the third year of his reign, King Ahasuerus has conquered most of the known world including Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon and subjugated all including God’s people, the Jews, who have been brought into captivity and are spread throughout the 127 provinces he now rules. He throws himself a huge party that lasts 6 months and invites thousands to the celebration to show off his stuff and his power. At the height of the party Ahasuerus decides to show off his queen, Vashti, “for the boys”, the seven advisors of his cabinet. Did I mention the party was actually a gluttonous drunken free-for-all. Vashti is hosting a party of her own for the women who belonged to the king, and he sends for her to make her the lustful object of his pride. She refuses to come and in his embarrassment, acting on some bad advice, he decides to fire her as queen. So long Vashti. 

This brings us to a Jew named Mordecai and his adopted daughter Esther, who is apparently a real looker. When the king decides it’s time to replace the queen he puts out word and among those collected for the perspective roll is, you guessed it, Esther. She is given an amazing beauty treatment that takes a year and improves upon her already good looks and she is then presented to the king. He likes her and to make a long story short she gets the job as Queen of the Empire. Meanwhile Mordecai hangs around outside the king’s gate and overhears a plot to assassinate Ahasuerus by two of his military men. Bringing this news to Queen Esther immediately, the plot is foiled and the two men hanged. Esther is careful to point out that it was Mordecai who saved the day but the only thing he gets is a footnote in the annals of the history of the Empire. The incident gets forgotten in the midst of the hubbub. No recognition, no reward, no appreciation…nothing. How would you have felt? “Wait just a cotton pickin’ minute here! Did I or did I not just save your kingly hide? And you can’t spare so much as a ‘thank you’?” Whassup withat? But Mordecai says nothing. And time moves on.

King Ahasuerus appoints a guy named Haman to the second most powerful position in the land for reasons unknown or at least unrevealed to us. This guy is a piece of work. He immediately gets control of the king’s signet ring and begins making decrees, one of which is that every time he enters or passes by, all must bow to him. Mordecai simply stands his ground and becomes conspicuous in so doing. Haman’s friends take glee in pointing out Mordecai’s refusal to obey and Haman does a little investigation of his own and learns the secret that Mordecai is in fact a Jew. The Agagites hate the Jews and Haman begins laying a plot to wipe them out by getting permission to invoke “open season” on them, issue tags and hunt them down. He selects the month and day by lot and sends letters to all 127 provinces stating that those doing the dirty work can keep the possessions of the Jews they kill and he spares no one including the elderly, women and children. In short it will be genocide.

After awhile Mordecai finds out about the plot and even gets his hands on one of the actual decrees, which he brings directly to Queen Esther. She prays and fasts and sets up a plan of her own. She is received into the king’s presence and told she may ask anything up to half his kingdom and he will grant it. Esther then invites the king and Haman to a feast at her place and tells the king she’ll give him her request at that time. Haman is feeling pretty important to be invited to a feast with the King and Queen and begins telling every one of his “friends” of his importance. The evening goes well but Esther makes another date with Ahasuerus and Haman and again tells the king she’ll reveal her request at that time. On the way home from the first dinner Haman again sees Mordecai who again refuses to bow down and even with his over-inflated sense of importance ringing in his own mind Haman is so angry over the not bowing thing that he rages to his wife and friends. They suggest he build a gallows and simply hang Mordecai on it the next day before going to the second feast. Remember, Haman still doesn’t know the connection between Mordecai and Esther. 

Now it gets really good, because Ahasuerus can’t sleep that same night and in an attempt to find the most boring book he could have read, hoping it would help him sleep, he begins listening to the Annals of the Empire for the past few years. Suddenly he “comes upon” the record of the plot to assassinate him and asks what was done to honor Mordecai for his heroism. “Nothing” was the response. Well this won’t do. By now it’s early in the wee hours of the morning and Haman has spent the night supervising the gallows on which he intends to hang Mordecai today. He gets up early and heads to the king’s court knowing that he shouldn’t have any trouble at all in convincing the king to let him hang Mordecai. It’s just a formality to ask permission. Oh what a beautiful morning! So the king wants to know who of his advisors is hanging around the courtyard today and guess who’s right there…Haman. 

The King invites Haman into his presence and asks him a great question, “What do you think should be done to honor the one whom the king wishes to honor?” Now of course Haman’s ego immediately assumes the king means to honor him and lays out an elaborate plan including placing the king’s robe on the man and putting him on the king’s horse and having a high ranking court official lead the horse around town pronouncing the kings blessings and honor on this man. Ahasuerus loves the idea and tells Haman to do everything in his recommendation…to Mordecai.

That night Esther drops the second shoe when she tells Ahasuerus of Haman’s plot to kill her and her people including Mordecai. Guess who gets hung on his own gallows. You got it…Haman! And his property is given to Mordecai and the king takes back the signet ring and gives it to Mordecai telling him to write his own decree negating the death warrant and giving the Jews great status in the land.

What a great story! Now let’s look a little deeper into the character of the characters and see if we can’t gain some insight into ourselves. 

· What sort of fellow was King Ahasuerus? How would you describe him? What motivated him? 

· Was Vashti right in refusing the King’s demand? What scared the princes, Memucan specifically, as revealed in his remarks about Vashti in Es 1:16-19?
· As a man who raised his Uncle’s daughter, Esther, from childhood as his own daughter, never said a word when passed over for recognition, refused to bow down to an enemy and looked death in the eye in doing so, how would you describe Mordecai?

· What motivated Haman? He was already wealthy beyond imagination. He had friends and influence. He was number two in the land with the power to make decrees in the king’s name. What more could he want?

· Esther, an orphan raised by an older cousin, now a slave in captivity, taken in a roundup to participate in a winner-take-all beauty contest. The stuff the psychiatrists say turns out serial killers and despots. Yet she becomes a queen who puts it all on the line for her people and her adopted father “For such a time as this”. What can you say about her character?

· What about the invisible hand of God. Even when you don’t see Him, He’s there all the time. He doesn’t forget. He isn’t taken by surprise. He is in no hurry. He is Sovereign. He knows stuff. He does stuff.

