God Ain’t Your Sugardaddy

Text: Genesis Ex. 32: 30- 34:35

Background: Moses has been up the mountain for sometime with God. God is inscribing with his fingers the precepts to live life by. (Ex. 19:3)

The folks are as fickle as we are and when Moses didn’t immediately come back they said to Aaron, “we need a god to serve.” They did what we do, since God made us in His image let us return the favor and make God into our image. Any God you and I create will never be able to rescue us out of tight spots when we need him. Indeed, this thought bears some lingering to think what does your God really look like? Way too many westerners have “feel good” Mr. Rogers sort of Gods. We have half of Jesus, the cuddly lamb of God side but we lack the Lion of Judah and consequently I would contend you really have no God, rather a graven image of your creation. 

Aaron is also telling because rather than standing up and being a man, he does the Adam thing and caves. He is not a point man, does not hold the lines on truth and reality but instead crumbles as a boy to the pressures around him. Look at the last couple of weeks of your life. Do you see standing in the gap, or flowing with the boys in your life? Try to be honest. Don’t let pride or shame evaluate this picture, let grace. Because of grace we are free to look into the mirror and honestly get reality so that we might walk life out differently. Your choice. If you are stuck in your life you are not facing reality, you’re fudging somewhere. Deep breath and look again into the mirror and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you. In the exhortations of Joshua, “choose this day who you will serve, God or man.” 

 God says to Moses, Ex. 32:9 I have seen how stubborn and rebellious these people are.”  Here are the common two reason why we get stuck. Pride and stubbornness. These are the same two reasons why Moses states latter that he permits divorce. It would seem then that we should become experts at where pride and stubbornness shows up in my life. If you have a hard time seeing this it is really easy to gain perspective- ask your wife or loved one that lives with you. 

When from the mountain Joshua hears the “sounds that sounds like war” he had no idea that there would be but it would be he and others that would be killing his own. God said, “Strap on your sword! Go back and forth from one end of the camp to the other killing even your brothers, friends, sons and neighbors.” 3000 folks died that day. There is no middle ground when it comes to knowing God. 

Anytime we follow other gods destruction and disease will follow. Sometimes it is swift, other times insidious, like a slow leak. 

Ex. 33: 2-4 God says, I won’t go with you because you are not teachable or leadable. It so pisses me off that I would probably be inclined to wipe you out! 

But look at Moses. Ex. 33:9-11 The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” Can you even imagine this? Ever felt God speaking to you face to face? If not why not? One of the incredible things that happens at Calvary is that the veil or barrier is torn and removed. Full intimacy with God is now available to us. Don’t let this be concept alone for as such it is tragedy. Our God has come near to us, to live among us. Look at Moses words “If you don’t go with us personally, don’t let us move a step from this place.” God’s response was “I will go with you personally.” This is in the old covenant and not the new. Imagine what is available to us. 

For me the crescendo follows when Moses ask God, “Please let me see your glorious presence.” Ex. 33:18 Hear God’s reply, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will call out my name, ‘the Lord,’ to you. I will show kindness to anyone I choose, and I will show mercy to anyone I choose.” God goes on to say, “I am the LORD, the merciful and gracious God. I am slow to anger and rich in unfailing love and faithfulness.”

Moses response was “to fall to the ground.” God continues to speak to Moses and says to him, “You must worship no other gods, but only the LORD, for he is a God who is passionate about His relationship with you. (notice it does not say to you, but rather with you)   

This week I sat with a fellow that was in deep weeds but was saying to me that he knew God was capable of bringing out the best even still. He knew with conviction that his situation was nothing big to God, mere child’s play if God wanted to change it. I heard God speak into my spirit “I’m not his sugardaddy.” The scenario is all too common. A wife is dieing, actually has died in the relationship. He is a nauseatingly nice guy but  some where in life checked his balls at the door and never returned to pick them back up. Now he wants to shame and manipulate his wife into staying in the marriage. Further, He is trying to leaverage God into assuming responsibility for what he as not been willing to assume. He sites “God will work all things out for good”, but fails to realize that where he is in his marriage is tragedy of his own making and this has nothing to do with where God must have wanted them to be so that He could teach them things. That is horse rubbish of the worse kind and is offensive to God. It speaks very disparagely of God’s character. In fact that would make Him some sort of a psycho in my book. I returned to Paul’s observation in Phil 4:13 that says, “I can do all thing through Christ Jesus.” The place of ownership is on the person rather than Christ. The place of empowerment is in Christ. If you find your life in the same place that the nation of Israel did, confused and not where we need to be, then take ownership and stop copping out. In this stuck marriage I mentioned I simply shared with the brother the picture of God coming to him and looking at him and saying, despite the hole you have dug for yourself I can still make a way out of no way, but the laws of the harvest are real. You will reap what you have sown. 

I also had a gal client give me a book and ask me to read it. The title is “The Real Man Inside” by Verne Becker

Verne writes this book with openness and candor. He owns he was a “girlyman” and consequently his first wife leaves him. He was shocked and aghast because he had done “everything she  had asked him to and was a good man”.  Women leave boys, but rarely men. Becker goes on to take ownership for his passivity and unpacks how he had tried to meet his needs through his wife and when she would cooperate would get moody and withdraw. Sound familiar? 

Our place of healing and development is in the Moses posture. Let me ask you a question, have you ever asked God to show you His glory? Do you even believe this is available to you? If you do, does your life reflect this belief in substance or only a faint ideal? 

One of the outstanding things of grace is that it speaks to us that it is never to late. Not for the thief on the cross or the scoundrel that you and I are. Grace meets us each new morning with the cry “begin again.” 

Brothers as forcefully as I know how I want to challenge you to look honestly in the mirror and assess what Holy Glory you have emanating from you. Look at your week and see if God’s power manifested itself. Did you pass Holy fire into or upon any? Did your God manifest Himself in your presence or not? Are you still chewing on yesterdays spiritual truths, still in the same place of spiritual growth or is there substantive growth for you. Are you any closer to meat or still needing a wet nurse? Breasts are for men without teeth, boys, who will never make a mark on the world other than destructive ones and will eventually be devoured by the woman that nurses them. 

Gentleman, it is time to get on our faces and cry Abba. Seek His glory, cry forth for His empowerment, listen to what He speaks into your heart and then pull the sword and move forward at all cost!

Blessings sacred brothers, journey on……

jeff

