God among us
“In the beginning, God saw everything when love went wandering into the night…..” 

We have been lost ever since brothers. Yet never have we been lost to the watchful gaze of a Father who has for so many years wept over his deep visceral desire for His boys to make their way home.

Jesus, shortly before He leaves gathers His boys around Him and says to them, “I’m going home.” Don’t be troubled, you trust God, trust in me. There are many rooms in my Father’s home, and I am going to prepare a place for you.” 

I bet most of us, if we knew we were short timers, would as well gather those closest to us and feature to them that which is most meaningful to us. 

Jesus never came to develop the super religion, the right religion, the best religion. He came simply to blow religion up once and forever and open the door for relationship to be reconciled, restored. He made a way out of no way for prodigals to come home to a waiting Father who will run to you the moment you are within sight. 

Home is the human’s deepest hunger, strongest desire, it is the place where we are renewed and restored. 

Most have never been home…
Home is where you can sit around buck naked…that’s transparency. 
Home is where there is an absence of fear, no hiding, simply abiding vulnerability. 
Home is where we find that the place of vulnerability is actually my place of strength. 

Home is where the Father’s character is felt, smelled, heard, touched, tasted. 
Home is where the Father’s presence is experienced. No longer apart from, or away from, but God with us, God in us, God for us. 

God is truth - you and I brothers are scrambled beans! 
You’ll remember that with my new found super god powers after eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, I concluded that this whole mess is really pretty easy to understand. First this woman thing. Well the chick is simply not cracked up to be what the brochure said she was going to be. I’m trying to not be too resentful about that one God. Secondly, who was the Designer again? It seems the engineer of this one must have miscalculated it. Again, God I am willing to roll with this one…..

Our arrogance is at times deafening. If we have any hope of living in reality, walking in truth, then we better reattach to our God that is truth and Who desires to mentor us into living again. 

Freebee clinical nugget:

A lot of the work I do with the incredible folks I see, comes down to us looking together at their perceptions, that lead them to interpretations of those perceptions and consequently the meaning they have assigned to those life events or circumstances. 

You’ve heard it said, “Perception is reality.”

You’ve also heard it said, “The heart is deceitful and desperately wicked, who can get your head around it?”

Again, “As a man thinks, so is he.” 

God must be experienced! For if God is a cognitive awareness, if God is something that makes sense to my mind, then the mind is given the power to conclude what is true or not. This is self righteousness. God could not restore by speaking truth from afar, He had to come to us to impact us viscerally. Our bodies had to bear witness to the truth. When the mind is screaming, or ruminating, trying to make sense of things God is always seen in a negative light. Because of the brain, the mind is darkened. It can’t really reconcile human tragedy and God being loving. 

It is precisely because of this dilemma Jesus took on an earth suit and said, “yo, yo,” to you and me. 

Jesus never once in the gospel answers words. He responds to hearts - the deeper speaking that is going on. 

Perhaps this is why there is so much pablum in Evangelical circles. Perhaps this is why so many sleep through their spiritual lives, they have never been resurrected to newness of life. 

Brothers, and secret sisters, God is to be experienced, not simply understood. It is not enough to know about God. In fact there is no life - there is only death. Most of what we know about God is often projections of what we would do and be like if we were in God’s shoes. God is chronically pissed because of who we would be if we were God. 

Until we are deeply impacted in our gut with the tender mercy and unfailing love of God, we will be lost. I’m not doubting your salvation, simply stating you will not feel peace or that you are on the path leading home. Joy won’t be your companion on your journey. 

Dallas Willard observed, “In the purpose of God’s redemptive work communication advances into communion and communion into union. When the progression is complete we can truly say, “It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives within me.” 

How powerful is that?!

The high water marks set in the New Covenant kill unless it is the Spirit of Christ working within me. 

Gal. 5:16 “So I advise you live according to your new life in the Holy Spirit.”
Sort of sounds like I better get busy right? Sounds a little like I have work to do. However if we read on Paul says, “the Spirit gives us desires that are opposite from what the sinful nature desires.” 

It is the Spirit doing the “ah ha” for us at this point. 
Then Paul states, “When you follow the desires of your sinful nature….” Or when I am doing my thing…it leads to ugly character and sins you wouldn’t want on your resume! My effort always produces death!

“But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives He will produce the fruits of the Spirit.” Not the fruits of Jeff’s work - the Trinity’s fruit. 

If we are the Bride of Christ, then we need to relax and allow God to have his way with us as He stirs up life within us. 

Dudes who are married, how does it feel when you want to arouse your bride and bless her and perhaps she second guesses your motives? Mood enhancer or mood killer? What does it feel like when you are well intended and she tends to assign a motive to it that is less than virtuous? 

Isn’t this what we do with God?

Why are you doing that thing to me? What is it that you want from me, where is this going to lead?...
If the law kills, then the new covenant will kill in spades if we seek to walk this out as good church people who know what is right. Right and wrong have been blown up at the cross. Jesus swallowed them up because once and for all He paid the debt to death. The penalty for all sins has been canceled. All have been forgiven. Heaven will be full of bad people that know they are forgiven and have received this gift. Hell, on the other hand will be full of very good people that too have been forgiven but tragically have pushed this gift aside.

The principles and precepts of the new covenant, instead, if lived out from the presence of God, are child’s play to achieve. If the world sees this it would stop them in their tracks. They would ogle at how this can be done. Indeed, weren’t the disciples aghast at what Jesus expressed in Matt. 19 teaching on divorce and remarriage? “Why would anyone ever get married if this is the new norm!", they exclaimed. 
None of this is possible apart from the Father’s rich presence and anointing. This is also why Jesus said, “Whatever I’ve done, you can do too.” How many of us as literal Evangelicals have taken that at face value and tried walking on water, confronting the demoniac, raise the dead, had a fit of rage where the kids felt such righteousness in it that they sang songs and danced?

“For you have been called to live in freedom - not freedom to satisfy your sinful nature, but freedom to serve one another in love.” 
Reality is always based in a relationship. I didn’t think that one up, God did. 

That’s why He came, that’s why He isn’t going anywhere, that’s why He cast all barriers aside forever, that’s why He lives only in the present moment where we are the righteousness of Jesus, we are the spotless bride adorned for a wedding. 

Paul’s proclamation that there is nothing, absolutely nothing, that can separate me or you from the love of Christ resounds with the over the edge love God has for me, and the fact that NOW He wants to love on me, and me to love on him. 

He has communicated- the words of scripture.

He has communed with us, God among us.

Now it is up to us whether there will be union, oneness with God or not. 

The gentle Trinity awaits this dance with you my brothers…..

jeff
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