Freedom
“Sin is no longer your master, for you are no longer subject to the law, which enslaves you to sin. Instead you are free by God’s grace.” Rom. 6:14

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those that love Him. For we know these things because God has revealed them to us by his Spirit, and his Spirit searches out everything and shows us even God’s deep secrets…God has actually given us His Spirit so that we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us.” I Cor. 2:9-12

“Why should my freedom be limited by what someone else thinks? Whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all for the glory of God. I Cor. 10:29

“Gal. 3: 28 There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male or female….you are one in Jesus Christ.” 
“So Christ has really set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don’t get tied up again in slavery to the law. For you have been called to live in freedom-not freedom to satisfy your sinful nature, but freedom to serve one another in love.” Gal. 5:1,13
“God purchased our freedom with His blood and has forgiven all our sins.” Col. 1:14

“That is why he is the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, so that all who are invited can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant.” Heb. 9:15
Freedom is sort of trippy. If you have been in bondage for any length of time, when the cell door is swung open, most often we become afraid we are going to be shot, not liberated. Recently, we saw this with the liberating of the captives in Columbia. At first the captives being rescued really didn’t believe they were being freed, but rather being used to exploit some propaganda. Many of the Vietnam prisoners when released from captivity and placed on American helicopters felt they were going to be shot down at the last minute. There was little joy in their release until many air miles later. 
Remember last time we spoke of “no matter how much we hate the law, we fear grace.” 

What is freedom? How can we walk in it?

I’m sure many of you remember Mel Gibson’s impassioned cry that pierced all of England when he screamed out, “Freedom!”

Ultimate freedom I suppose is when the body releases its life and we will spend eternity once again fully alive perpetually. 

Perhaps we have so gotten use to the words of freedom living in America that we may have dummied it down.
I believe it was Josephus, the early Jewish historian, who once commented on Paul’s exhortation in Gal. 3:28 that this is the first time in recorded history women were given equal status to men. Can you imagine, in that moment in time and space, women were accorded the same freedom as men in Christ?  It doesn’t mean that cultures catch on that fast. 

The ego of man is a bitter gall. When Jesus said to the religious crowd, “I don’t condemn you, the Father doesn’t condemn you, your own words condemn you” - this is our own ego holding us and others hostage. 

Have you ever tormented yourselves over what you thought someone else was thinking, or what they said, only to eventually have the conversation with them and realize you were off base, and when you came to grips with this all the torment ceased? Mind as healer or mind as slayer. It all depends upon whether we stay in humility, the what is, or jump to our “godness” and issue judgment on what reality is. 

If somehow we could learn to train the ego into submission, daily, perhaps even hour by hour, this is where true freedom would then surface and become my companion. 

We really can’t gain sustainable access to our beauty without the ego being trained into surrender to the One True God. “It is better to trust the Lord than to put confidence in people.” Ps. 118:8  

“Turn my eyes from worthless things, and give me life through your word.” Ps. 119: 37

“The Lord’s delight is in those that honor him, those who put their hope in his unfailing love.” Ps. 147:11

How cool is that! We honor the Lord when we count on His unfailing love. Whose resources do you want to count on:  yours, or God’s?

“For the Lord delights in his people….” Ps. 149:4

Ever vapor lock when it comes to surrendering that ego to the Lord? I mean, think of ol’ Isaiah when God told him to strip down naked and even shed his sandals. Isaiah walked around naked for three years. Think the neighbors wondered about Issy?  What would you have done? 

This same prophet latter proclaims to the nation, “the Lord still waits for you to come to him so he can show you his love and compassion.” Is. 30:18

How incredible the humility and relentless love of our God! Time and time again we snub God, and He returns compassion. 

Oh brothers, that we might pursue a deep reverence and awe for the Father. Oh that we might find freedom, true freedom, by basking in His guiding of our lives. 
He has no interest in taking over our lives - that would be co-dependency, rather  He wants to partner with us coming alive and training our eyes to see the path of wisdom. Test it out for yourself. Stand up, choose to live your life and live it fully. 
Establish a stream of conversation with the Lord throughout the day. i.e. “Lord here is what I am thinking and this seems to make sense to me, guide me.” If He does not speak to you, then keep moving forward. If He sees something we don’t, He will speak and we need to have enough space in our ears to hear his words of life.  That’s rhythm. This is really the training of your sword, or empowerment. It is the Father flowing into us and we flowing into the Father and into one another. 

Let’s not be like the people of Judah that “rejected my gentle care.” Is. 8:6

Let’s humble ourselves, take a deep breath and actually chose to live life.

Journey on sacred brothers…..
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