Farmers

With the way we as men hold unto our crap more of us really should be farmers!

“We are either sane in the kingdom of God, or crazy in the kingdom of darkness.” Father Thomas Hopco

Over the next few times together I would like to wrestle with humility.  

Why do we as men hold unto our darkness when Jesus has come as light to blow up our darkness? 

Let’s be clear about a few things from the outset:

· The kingdom of God has nothing to do with my efforts

· Freedom begins when we stop living from a perspective of justifying me.

· Do not live in fear of making mistakes, but rather live in the love that is drawing you home.

· Christ died for me long before I ever could get it together.

· Can you really ever get away from a love that won’t let you go?

· “Religion is mankind’s well meaning but stupid attempt to gain approval of its unapproved condition by doing odd jobs it thinks is important.”  Capon

It all starts with humility.  We have defined humility as living in the “is”, rather than what could be, should be, ought to be, etc.

It is living in the present moment, animated by the very life of our Sacred Father, just as Jesus did. 

It is not getting stuck in yesterday or tomorrow. It is not holding unto grievances suffered or rights owed. 

The true man of God, the brotherhood of Christ’s followers, saints, does not often look like a together believer. The brother may not be well put together, he indeed may well be messy, but he has resolved deep within that it isn’t about my sufficiency, but rather Christ’s. This man has presented himself to the Father for a cutting into of his flesh. This circumcising of old skin is needed if any genuine life is to flow forth from me. 

The circumcising of man allows for both strength and beauty to be expressions of my life. All true sons of God have been “circumcised.”  Growth always involves loss; you have let go to grow.  It is about gaining clarity that I am not pursuing God but rather He is pursuing me. 

It is to understand that the heart must be alive and captured by love.

We must assess how alive our hearts actually feel.  We must ponder whether I have ever actually been converted by the love of Christ.  The cross is the icon of love! The journey to the cross must be motivated by love, not shear will. Indeed, self-will is idolatry!

Linger with that last sentence: self-will is idolatry.  Often self-will starts off wanting “to do right.” The reality is, we can’t. When I slip into trying, asserting my will, I am back into my sufficiency and not Christ’s. I in ignorance have bowed to powers of darkness and death, but not the Kingdom of Christ.  Trying harder is a reflection of living in death, living self righteously and again not in kingdom dynamics. You can’t “fix” what Jesus has already for all of eternity taken care of.  Yet, most of us relapse back into self-righteousness rather than coming into the light and live lives of transparency with one another. 

The cross will always stand between you and genuine life. Jesus said, if you are to become a disciple then you must pick up your cross. The cross Paul states is obscene. Are you willing to come out of delusion and denial and face your darkness? Are you willing to look genuinely into the eyes of those closest to you and see yourself reflected back through their eyes?  My hunch is less than 10% of dudes are willing to do this.  Try looking into a loved one's eyes for 30 seconds and see if you can observe what movement is there. 

For most dudes it is scary. We hide from reality. If we are to live, we first must get down dieing well.  Without the cross you cannot be truly human.  Bizarre as it might seem, the cross is sanity though it appears as scandalous tragedy. 

“By his utter poverty and weakness on the cross He overturns the pomp and parade of idols, and quietly and hiddenly wins over the mockers and unbelievers to recognize Him as God.” St. Athanasius

Poverty and weakness don’t usually get big marks. The economy feels wrong doesn’t it? 

Remember the parable of the 2 prodigal brothers. The whore sniffing younger brother that squanders it all ends up getting a party where Spotty the favorite sheep is slaughtered. The “together” brother who worked the program never does end up at the party but instead the scene fades to black with the older brother standing on the porch and the father returning inside to the celebration. 

When we use moralistic grids to do life we never get to living. It is impossible to. Paul states that the law was given to us as a “child guide.”  Living moralistically is staying stuck as children, no wonder we have so many crazy things happening in the name of Christ in our churches and in our families. If children are running these institutes we are screwed! The object of precepts or principles is not obedience; they are designed to take us back to reality- true life. They are dynamic not static, so must the effect be. God contends with man not primarily for obedience as some sort of cosmic moral cop. Rather, our father contends with us so that we might know life, love and the joy of being made alive again. “Born again was never designed to be a religious phase. It was designed to be the reflection of a human being glowing, radiantly alive with a new energy, surging with creativity, animated with compassion and motivated by service to others. 

We can love each other only to the degree that God’s love dwells in me. The greater the love, the greater the suffering. 

I am going to give my heart over fully into the hands of my father and live by relationship or I will keep it for myself narcissistically and live by markers. That’s insane and will make everyone that shares life with me crazy. 

Ohlonius said, “You will never be at peace until you stop living in the functionality of others.”  

Say this to yourself, “my life looks exactly like it does because of who I am.” That’s your starting point.  Take full ownership for your life and invite the living presence of Jesus to join you on your journey. Ask the Father for guidance and the Holy Spirit for illumination. Only as we walk in this tangible way with the trinity will we experience healing and the fullness of the kingdom. Linger in sacred scripture and listen for the movements in your spirit of holy fire. The words of sacred scripture lead us to the Word of God- Jesus. 

Part of humility we have said is facing the what is. “Confession is the sign that we actually want to do something about our brokenness. God cannot do a thing about my inner freedom until I invite Him to.” Hopco

Do you have a brother where you are that transparent? 

Recently I was sharing with two of my special brothers about a gentleman that I am working with in clinic. His family thinks he is an alcoholic; his observation is he has a tremendous capacity for beer. He capitulated and went to AA. Upon arriving at AA he was met with more grace than he had ever experienced before.  He experienced freedom in telling his story and being impacted by folks not looking at him as “bad.”  Rather he was told that alcohol had been his friend and was probably up to that point his best coping skill. They were glad he was there and if he was open to some other coping skills they had a few they would be happy to share with him.  Can you feel the difference in motivation there?  Now imagine what he felt like when 4 weeks latter he said to one of the fellows leading, “I’m not certain I want to continue to abstain from beer.” The gentlemen looked at him and said, “Let me buy you your first drink then.”  The AA leader was not mocking this brother but rather letting him know that he was cared about and loved not because he was getting it together or he was doing the right thing. He was loved simply because he was. 

What took place here is the heart of our faith. It is the character of God the Trinity. 

There is inclusion/attachment and yet at the same time there is differentiation. The trinity is attached as one, yet distinct as three.  The strongest churches, families, businesses will always have a defined game plan and folks are openly invited to join and participate. But there must always be room for individuating as well. Thinking your own thoughts, feeling your own feeling, having your own desire, goals, etc. Without the uniqueness of who we are we become pretty boring people and organizations. In families you can see it because the kids lack initiative and creativity. 

Think about it this way, we know that we are to reflect God’s glory, and we know that Jesus is light- the illuminated God of the Trinity, the more multifaceted our families or churches tend to be the greater the reflective beauty. Without our uniqueness being connected we again become rather limited in what we reflect.  We are interdependent and not either dependent or independent of one another. Interdependent flows from strength, a “get to” position. Dependent or independent actually are both positions that flow from weakness. 

Let me ask you a question: who in your life are you linked to that you know is a part of reflecting Christ’s glory?  Like Jonathan and David we are better when we belong to one another. Any man that has been in a foxhole with a “brother” is a brother forever. The intensity of battle forces barriers down. You must trust one another and work together or you will not make it out alive.  Interesting then the psalmist says, “God is our rear guard.”  Random observation or do you think it might have some pretty important meaning? If your rear is secure where do you look? Where do you move? 

We need one another and our rear guard who is all powerful and all knowing and everywhere at all times. That my brothers is not a bad team to be a part of.  Team Zadok!

One more thought before I pull the pin on it for today.  We all have our “demons” don’t we?  

In the fall we were separated not only from woman and God but also from our self. This is why coming to understand what my self-sabotage is all about is so important. 

When we loose connection with reality we throw mongrels in our life.  My life is always a reflection of love and life, or fear and separation. One has an energy of coming alive and the wonderful feelings associated to it. The other has this weighed down, hallowed out, one foot in front of the other dreariness to it. For some it is simply apathy. Apathy by the way is the opposite of love. You remember our word enthusiasm comes from “en theos.” It’s like the breath of God is excitement for living life. He is not cold, austere or flinty.  

This past fall I have had several brothers speak into my life words that have been very enlivening to me. My cadence in life is more sustainable and I am freer because of their love of me.  This is the blessing of not going it alone. 

Linger one morning soon and contemplate 
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