False Pleasures, False Comforts
We have been wrestling with the area of entitlement. I hope by now one can begin to see just how pervasive this disease actually is. 

Stephen Covey exhorts, “begin with the end in mind.”  I wonder what that means for most of us. What do you look at as your end game? Does your end game look like retirement, golfing across the world, having the stash of cash “needed to finish well”, getting the gold watch, being healthy?  Does your end game involve eternity?  If so, when you think of eternity what do you think of it being like? 

It seems like too many believers are surprised by the suffering we go through and have a mindset that God is suppose to spare us from it if we love Him. Nothing could be further from the truth even though we sure wish it was true.  We can’t fix Adam’s curse, Christ has broken the power of it over us, death no longer holds us, but count of the fact that sooner or latter you and I will be maggot motels unless Jesus comes before we die.  Each and every one of us is terminal.  Disease, death, distortion, all are a part of our lives. This week I received the news that a favorite uncle has lung cancer. This man has traveled the world giving of his time for Jesus and has cared many years for his wife who had severe diabetes and kidney disease. Tirelessly, unselfishly he has poured out.  He is a Chicago Cubs and Bears fan so that might explain part of it, but none the less he has lived life well and given much to the kingdom. Yet, now he will be in a bigger fight than he has ever known. 

The only thing that truly allows us to live beyond these ugly tragedies is knowing our end game is not life as we know it now, but rather life as we will know it down the road in eternity. Your view of heaven and eternity, “the end in mind” will allow your measure of peace or lack thereof. 

If your view of heaven is one big church service for all of eternity, then you are screwed! There is little in that picture that will sustain peace, endurance, or hope. 

For a great read this winter pick up Randy Alcorn’s book on Heaven. It is beefy, but worth the time reading through it. 

It was never the desire of God to plant a religion. It wasn’t present in the garden and certainly won’t be in the New Jerusalem. Alcorn gets it right when he paints pictures of incredible beauty and delight. He paints not subjectively, or from a pretext argument, but the boy uses most of scripture to back up each and every contention he makes. 

The picture of heaven and heaven being our end game is pivotal to surviving the ugly here on earth. 

Do we really believe that in glory that what we have had to “give up” here will be returned to us 100 fold? 

See the entitlement picture really is saying you don’t believe much in eternity. You can say you do, but if we are wrestling with entitlement, then functionally we are not living with eternity in view but rather this life as the end game. 

Take a deep breath now and think about where you are really focusing. 

You get of course this throws us into an incredible crap shoot. There is no way any of us can reach into eternity and manipulate an outcome. So if our faith isn’t real or better yet it is a hoax, then we loose big time don’t we?  But, if God is good and is committed to righting wrongs and rewarding those that persevere, then we can only trust with deep abandonment that He will honor his word.  I have then a walk of faith, trusting in a being and a process that  I have no control over.  This is to be sane in the Kingdom of Christ.  My other option is to be insane and delusional in my kingdom as I seek to wield control over life and adam’s nature which no man outside of Christ ever has. 

Remember the Psalmist’s exhortation, “cease striving and know that I am God?” 

We strive when we feel wronged. We churned when we feel we are owed something. We get inflamed when we feel we are falsely accused of an action or attitude.  We work hard so we feel, we are “entitled” to “x”, “y” or “Z”.

What might it be like if we would surrender to the Spirit of the Lord in all circumstances and cry Abba. What if we believed that life doesn’t make mistakes and consequently no matter what the ugly that finds my address we deligently trained our eyes to look beyond to see the goodness genuinely present. These nuggets will never be found with your brain, they can only be found with your soul. 

What if we couldn’t reconcile some ugly, would we dare to trust that in eternity Jesus will make all things beautiful? 

I have a friend that he and his wife have lost 6 or 7 children shortly after they were born to a vile disease. Can you imagine that sort of a burden for any human to have to bear up under? Yet, I get goose bumps when I think about Mike and Janie walking into the presence of our Sacred Father and before they get there running towards them are these precious children yelling, “Mommy, Daddy, your finally home!” Squealing with delight they bury themselves deep into the bosoms of their parents. The Father draws alongside of them with tears running down His face. Warmly He looks at them and says, “welcome home my blessed son and daughter, let the kids show you the home we built for you.” 

Do not miss that anything you have given up here on earth, you will be blessed many times beyond your wildest imagination. 

After the millennium when Christ has conquered the enemy and put all things under His Father’s control, the Trinity will then begin the process of remaking the earth in all its glory. Can you even imagine what that will be like to be standing there first person as the trinity again created beauty like we have never even seen before? What electrical excitement that is going to be. 

I have had the privledge of seeing some incredible country in the high mountains of the west. I have marveled at God’s incredible handiwork. But these vistas have all been tainted by Adam’s curse and still they take my breath away.  I can only wonder what I might feel when my eyes are truly opened and I see God in all His glory creating.  

For many years I have contemplated buying a ranch. Timing has never been quite right. If it never comes about do you have any idea where God will build my home in eternity? Wanna bet on that one? 

Man’s misery is largely because we do not trust the heart of God and we do not have a healthy perspective on eternity. We only have two options here: trust in the goodness of God’s heart or be your own god and delusionally assert yourself trying to find your Eden here. 

When we are our own gods we seek false comforts and false pleasures. Instead, feel your pain, draw it to you, listen deeply to it and what it is really crying out for.  Ask God for His comfort, seek to change your circumstances but always under a spirit of surrender/ submission to the Father. 

Have you ever gone outside at night only to find it was dark!  But if you stood still for awhile you probably noticed your eyes began to adjust to the lack of light. Your eyes were training to see differently than they were used to. 

So it is with life and life circumstances. Your eyes must be trained to see into dark arenas where things look very out of place. 

False comforts, false pleasures keep you from really getting to know what’s under the veneer of your life. They actually rob you of becoming a more refined, complex, deeper you. They steal from you rich opportunities to look deeper into the mysteries of life and God. There are no random moments or circumstances. We either believe this and grow deeper or we get stuck in the Matrix demanding to be god but without any true power to change circumstances or coral God into doing what you think he needs to be doing.

The spirit or condition of duplicity is epidemic among believers today. Do our lives really belong to Jesus, or is it that He has 90% but we hold on to a secret 10% that I do with it whatever I might want to?  Be honest here because if we can’t it only means we live in delusion then. Is Jesus really Lord in all areas of your life?  Is there joy in surrender to Christ or is it more of a sense of obligation?  If you are holding back, what do you fear about Christ or the Father that keeps you from pouring it out at His feet?  Would you dare to believe that if you poured it out even if it is not made right here in your life now, God has taken an account of it and is building you some grand blessing? What would it take for you to train your spirit to cease striving in your circumstances? 

Let’s say perhaps your marriage isn’t what you wanted. Entitlement says go find something that you deserve, another woman, porn, flirting, booze, excessive spending, etc. Cease striving would say to you:

Surrender to the Father for empowerment- i.e. God give me attitudes that do not reflect “I deserve”, but rather give me peace, compassion, love, which can only come from your kingdom power and not mans’.

See the end game, standing before your Father where He pours out on you being loved and cherished, attended to and dote on beyond anything you might imagine.
Breathe deeply and slowly, aware of the Father’s love for you. Breathe in the light/ illumination of Jesus. Breath out slowly, whispering Abba. Be at peace. Center your breathing as many times a day as you have to hold onto your peace. 
Let go of trying to control or figure life out. Turn it all over to Jesus.

Forsake religion, pursue relationship. 

Journey on sacred brothers,
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