    Entitlement, Enabling, and Empowerment
The battle for the universe is fought in men’s’ hearts. 

· Who am I?

· My role and responsibility

· Who is God?

· His role and responsibility

· What does it mean to be “born again?”

Life is not lives between the ears. In fact, the brain is usually secondary to the body. The brain may well tell the body to stop lusting, but in the words of Richard Foster, “there is this ape in my loins that gibbers.”

I must become aware of how my body is processing life. 

The body perceives life first and sends a translation to the brain on what it is picking up. It isn’t the other way around. We were created to be in sync with the heart of our Sacred Father. My consciousness and natural tendency was to, and towards, Jehovah. 

We joyfully entered the garden in awe of the fact that the creator of the universe invited me to be mentored by Him day in and day out. We found simplistic peace in His presence and love. Life was good. Life was uncomplicated. Life had symmetry, balance, cadence, sustainability.  Abba was father and in a child like innocence I had no need to look further or question his love for me. 

The great sin in the garden was self consciousness. When I fell in the garden I was thrown headlong into chaos and confusion. I immediately became self conscious and self absorbed. I experienced isolation, aloneness and darkness. My “eyes were opened” and instantaneously I was bombarded with stimuli to be processed. Overwhelmed, confused and insecure, thrown into a position I was not qualified to handle I hid. I ran into denial, delusion and the arms of death. 

Not a pretty start to the second chapter of the story of mankind. 

The flesh became fixated on sinning. The natural tendency of the flesh is to sin and it is delusional to expect anything less of it. Consequently when we as impotent kings try to strong arm the flesh into submission what we do is madness Paul says in Colossians ch. 2. In fact old Paul is quite the sarcastic fellar. Col. 2 is probably where Dr. Phil got his observation, “so how’s that working for you?” Paul taunts those trying to master the flesh with, you pray, read, beat yourself and to no avail.” Our hope is in chapter three where Paul states that the new creation moves towards life and holiness. Grace and grace alone. Paul states, when we add to grace we send ourselves to Hell. Gal. 1:9 He feels so passionately about this that he is saying, “If anyone adds to grace, tell him to go to hell.” He also states in Galatians 5:12 that adding to grace castrates spiritual life and true potency. 

Where do you place the premium on “good” or “honesty”?

Are you more invested in being good, fitting in, appeasing, pleasing, keeping the code or in being truthful, honest, having integrity so that your outside picture fits your inside reality?
What did Jesus mean when he said, “I am the way, the truth and life?” 

Do we really believe that there is no passion I may have greater than the power of God?

When I am god-entitlement, then when life doesn’t work I bump violently into I don’t like, I want, I don’t want, I do like, but I am out of control because within me I do not have the resources to change what is distressing me. So I “push against the goads.” I have to because life is closing in on an impotent king and he gets violent trying to hold unto his kingdom. Delusional as it may be, I keep trying harder. But trying harder only makes me crazier and everyone around me more miserable. 

Hence the wisdom of the prophet Bruce Lee- “if push, then pull, if pull then push.” 

If God is good and is for me, if God is the Lion of Judah and stands over me protectively, then when life comes at me I learn to relax into the arms of my mentor Father. I seek his empowerment of my sword and learn at His side. I see his mentoring of me my own empowerment. He is training we fallen asses back once again into noblemen. Without this process under the tutelage of Jehovah I become nothing more than a rough warrior, a vigilante, a renegade. You may even direct all this is the name of Jesus, but again life apart from the Father is delusional at best and mark my words you will mismanage your strength and passions.

The bulk of our moods that nasty flow out of entitlement. Stop the next time you are feeling ugly and check out if it isn’t about something is or is not where you think it ought to be. You chaff and churn because of the desires of your heart being frustrated rather than surrendering into the rhythm of life and leaning into it with the eyes of intrigue and mystery. How differently might you feel if these circumstances were met with a deep abiding faith in the goodness of God and the belief that He is for you. Might you then lean into your life with, Ah hah, a very challenging circumstance I am up against. Don’t push back, pull it to you. What is the message in these circumstances? Push beyond the ugly to see the beauty. What if your spirit began to seize opportunities towards that end? That each and every day we grabbed our entitlement attitudes and threw them down, cast them aside like a bad burger and rotated into a fighting posture waiting to be directed be the empowering presence of God Himself (grace)? 

Are you under authority? You must assume control of your life, but we are fools to assume authority over our life. Better to submit and live under the authority of our God who will not loose, never has and never will. If your belief in the goodness of God goes deep, then we joyfully sign up under his guidance. 

This takes us back to entitlement. Have you ever noticed how easily we can question God’s motives for our lives? If you haven’t then you really don’t have your eyes open. You are still asleep in the matrix and happy to be so. As a client said recently, “sometimes I wish I could take the red pill and simply go asleep in the matrix.”  I’m sure we can identify with him. 

The training of a warrior, the empowerment of your sword is not easy child’s play. First God is going to wound you in your wound. Shame you in your shame to break us out of the delusion that the shame needs fixing and that the shame has us bond as hostage forever. The Almighty wields a mighty sword slicing these foul pieces from us. This is love, profound love. Don’t become an amputee that then tries to pull all the pieces together again without arms! God desire is not fixing your flesh; it is birthing a new work. 

When Jesus asks Nick, do you want to be born again, he is not asking whether he wants to check the box and have eternity sealed. Instead, see Jesus leaning into Nick and asking, “Dude, do you want to live for the first time? Do you want to actually come alive, have your eyes opened?” 

He is extending life to Nick, just as he is to you and me. However, we must yield and come to Him, not try to drag God down into the muck of where I live in delusion whoring after whatever the flesh offers as “life”. 

Jesus threw down with the enemy at Calvary and sent that homeboy packing. Scripture states that the strong man has been tied up. Our responsibility is to enter the house, our communities, and plunder them- redeem them.  

Like turkeys in the spring. When hunting that gobbler often he comes with hens and jakes- young wanna be upstart males.  It is pretty common that when the gobbler is taken out, the jakes will come running and jumping and spurring the gobbler that has been subdued. We need to be invigorated in the same way. Jesus has taken out the “boss gobbler” of this world. We most frequently do not believe this so we live defensive lives rather than offensive lives. God extends to you and I the spoils of victory if you have eyes to see. 

Meet each moment of entitlement with returning to your commander under His authority. Shake off the delusion of self government, your sword is powerless but He offers empowerment to you and me. 

Jesus is asking you, “Do you think that is air you are breathing?” 

He will challenge our delusions as only a loving brother would. 

He states don’t be afraid, fear not. He is saying “don’t give in to the intimidating of the enemy. He has been beaten and you are free to live in liberty. Stand up, take courage be strong, don’t give the enemy a foothold. Do you see that despite what the flesh may see as tangible ugly, opposition, Jesus is saying it doesn’t exist. He, the enemy has had his power broken; don’t give it back to him because of fear based in your own inadequacies. It is not about our sufficiency but rather Christ’s.

This is where your sword is trained to empowerment. 

Trouble is a servant! Trouble is not to be avoided. God will use anything and everything to empower you! For the Zadok priest, warrior, trouble is not to be avoided or reasoned with, for she is totally unreasonable. Trouble is to be used for your empowerment!

Trouble comes to us. When God thrashes us like the farmer he is not beating the straw he is seeking to reveal the wheat kernel. What a thin line then to see God as separating my chaff from the deeper essence of who I am. This is the empowering process. 

Entitlement says, I am married and therefore…… whatever the expectations are that follow are based in entitlement. Why do I think I deserve anything from my marriage? Because the flesh places a value on hugging, laughing, dining, etc.?  These are all noble good things, but the perfect man that walked among us never did get his “payoff’ did he? 

Phil. 2 tells us he set aside all those privileges and expectations- no entitlement there. Instead, He as Lord of Lords chooses to fully surrender to the love of his father to guide and empower him. What might happen if we assumed the same posture?

“The crucible for silver, the furnace for gold, but Jehovah tests the hearts.” Prov. 17:3

Remember, God took Paul through the storm enroute to Rome.

Gen. 25:29ff tells the great tragedy of so many of our lives. We give up God’s great blessing on our lives for a little soup. 

Brothers, stand strong, don’t quit or shrink back.

Train yourself to observe, look for the ah hah moments of life. Sit in the presence of God and let him instruct you- teach you the meaning of life. 

Stand on truth not beliefs. Beliefs were what were challenged in the garden by the serpent. Beliefs frequently have a piece of truth but a context of pseudo-truth. This is a common strategy of the enemy to trip us up. He used it on Eve, and he tried it on Jesus. Compare the texts and look at how Christ responded in comparison to Eve. 

One of the greatest tragedies of modern day church has been that it has had all the answers. This being the case, the mystery of our faith and God vanishes. For many godly saints, the deeper they go if faith, the more questions they actually have and the fewer answers they need to respond with. 

It is the habits of a man’s heart that dictates the quality of a man’s life. 

How often do you give your heart over to our Father? Do you leave it there or do you do as I struggle with sort of want to sit in with the trinity and give them a few pointers?

When God moves on you do you then get your commander has spoken and you need to respond, take action. Remember that old ditty? “Procrastination has sent more men to hell than whiskey.”

Your sword will not be empowered vicariously. When God speaks, we move out plain and simple. If you stay by the camp fire telling stories night will come and you will be afraid because you have not acted and therefore you will not have faith that is based in substance of life lived. 

Grace is about character not comfort. Comfort is for women and children, we as men are designed to be engaged!

I will leave you with one of my guiding quotes:

“Christianity has not been tried and found wanting. Christianity has been found difficult and untried.” G.K. Chesterton

Brothers, before us lies unlimited opportunities to train towards empowerment and find the pleasure of godly strength within you. You have a sacred gifting to participate with Jesus in redemptive work, or

You may return to Rome and fiddle with Nero in madness…….

‘journey on sacred brother,

strength and honor

jeff
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