Elijah’s Exhortation:

“How long are you going to waver between two opinions? 

If the Lord is God, follow Him!”  I Kings 18: 21

“They entered into a covenant to seek the Lord, with all their heart and soul.

Eagerly they sought after God, and they found him.  And the Lord gave them rest from their enemies on every side.”

“They cried out to the Lord for help…. And the men of Judah shouted.” 2 Chron. 13:14

I’ve been thinking about the blessings of the Lord and why it is that we don’t seem to partake of them more readily.

David danced before the Lord as the ark was being brought back to its rightful place. His wife despised him for those actions. 

The glory of the Lord filled the temple when Israel shouted affirmation that God was good and his mercies were ever abounding. 

Thanksgiving is always a part of change.

The Lord responds frequently to Israel when they shout, cry out for his mercy, help.

None of these actions seem to be from a steady mind thinking things through. These tend to be visceral gut reactions based on the deepest reality, God is good and He is forever merciful and for us. 

Why do we pull back so often from this?

Do we really believe that God is more for my family than I am? 

Do we believe that God is more for my marriage than I am. 

Do we believe that God wants my health, success, more than I do?

Do we believe that he has a higher opinion of me than I do?

There is still way too much of the old covenant that hangs around evangelical circles. 

Remember, in the old covenant, under the law, it was all about you. You had to pony up and measure up. However, the law could do nothing for you - nothing! It was simply designed to bring us out of delusion that we are gods. It was given so that we might feel that weight of it and cry out for a Saviour.  This is what love looked like. Give us enough tension to turn and go ouch. Or, as the self righteous are so prone to do, try harder. 

Amazing, instinct bears witness to the fact that this is not a good thing to do, but we shove the witness aside replacing it by the “rational” that my brain is sending to me. 

I was reading again through the gospels and whenever Jesus came across a “nice” self righteous person He simply added another brick to their backpack to see how that would fit for them. Of course His desire was that that one more weight would be enough to come out of self righteousness and turn to the Master, with “can you help me here?”

To the not so nice self righteous he confronted pretty hard. 


Self righteous people are very dangerous to one’s well being. They are as toxic as they come. 

We all struggle with self righteousness. Joseph Prince recently made the observation that where your area of anxiety, concern, worry or wrestling is, that is your area of self righteousness. I loved it! If I am churning, then I am relying upon my effort and not resting in the Lord’s designs. Talk about convicting!

But, it has been great then to see the areas of churn and stop and go that’s self righteous. My Father loves me more than I get/understand and He is for me, rest.  Enter His rest. It really does make a difference. 

The ego won’t let you do this too easily because it still thinks it knows best and wants to give it a go of course. 

The amazing thing in the new Covenant is that it is nothing about me! It is all about Jesus and His incredible work that He did on our behalf. Anytime you make it about your efforts then you are adding to the cross and making the cross an abomination. Do we really want to go there?

Jesus, pays the debt to death, settles all accounts, crushes the head of the enemy - do you get that? Jesus, crushes the head of the enemy so that you and I have ample opportunity to plunder his house!

This is an area that concerns me frequently when I hear believers extolling how much spiritual warfare they have been under. It simply misses the mark. 

Make no mistake, I do believe in spiritual warfare, but the enemy has been conquered and our greatest liability is not a conquered foe, but rather the dude you see in the mirror each morning. 

The enemy can roar and intimidate. That is a picture of the mind being taken hostage to “what might be.”  Instead Scripture says take every thought hostage/captive. We are to live in reality, one day at a time. Getting beyond today either back to yesterday, or to tomorrow, will typically cause much grief and a loss of our radiance. We quake because we simply are looking at ourselves and not seeing enough. 

If on the other hand I see myself as hidden in Christ, as His cherished possession, the enemy conquered, and hear the words of my Master, “rise and go forth”, then, my brothers, life becomes an incredible adventure. 

When something sucks, it does so because the human mind is confounded. God is not confounded and I need to rest in Him, and breath Abba to find my peace and move from there. 

Another Joseph Prince diddy: “when you work, God rests; when you rest, God works.” 

There is a meter to life that needs to be found. Wisdom has design, poetry to it. This is where we need to noodle. If each day is extended from the heart of my Father and that is a heart of love, then I ask, where is the love in this - seeking to gain insight into the deeper heart of the Father. 

It is not enough to do this from a cognitive awareness. We must train ourselves to the attitude of “get to.” “Get to” implies an excitement for the day, trust that good things are in play and that our Father is orchestrating beauty in my life. 

What kills this process is what the heart holds unto. The second thing that kills it is not growing up and learning what living life skillfully looks like.

“Then I realized that wisdom is better than strength, those who are wise will be despised if they are poor. What they say will not be appreciated for long.” Ecc. 9:16

To be men of substance is God’s desire and design for us. It is His deep longing. 

Jesus does what we could never do. Pays the debt to death, crushes the enemy, established a kingdom of life and empowerment, gives us a home in eternity with him forever, makes the whole of the new covenant about his sufficiency and not ours. Having done everything and taken care of everything, then He says, “Oh, by the way, whatever I own I will share it together with you. Mine is yours”.

Then in John 10:10 he says, “you know I came to give you life and it would mean the world to me if you would honor me in living life vibrantly”. 

Do you live life vibrantly? Does your life look closer to a party or a death march?

For many a believer what kills the party is sin consciousness. We still want to classify attitude and behaviors in some moral gradation. That’s old covenant and it will only produce death. 

You cannot add to the cross.  You cannot do anything to further endear yourself to God or His blessings! 

Did you get that? 

Any effort on your part is an affront to Christ because you are in essence saying “what you did Jesus didn’t get it all”. 

Fall deeply under the beauty of grace, be impacted at a visceral level. Find your Lord anew and thank Him for the work that He has done for you.

Fall at the feet of the Father being overwhelmed with his love and compassion for we that are so full of ourselves. Cry out to the Spirit in complete surrender for a fresh infilling again. 

Journey on blessed brothers…..
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