David

We left off last time musing how a lion killer could be reduced to a stray cat kicked around. 

We saw that starting well doesn’t guarantee that we will finish well. 

Yesterday’s accomplishments can evaporate quickly and godly character is something that must be renewed and cultivated daily. We have a sacred holy fire within. This is the holy presence of Christ Himself, His spirit coursing through my spirit in one accord. He is our true life and we know that, yet how often do we allow ourselves to be seduced by the illusions of life around us. 

We saw that David’s sins like ours are not contained to our life only but also effect those around us and contaminate their lives. Remember after the census David took the prophet Gad was sent by God and said, “okay David you have one of three choices as consequences for your sin.” The angel of death was unleashed and began the killing plague. Three days and 70,000 dead Jews latter God told the angel to put his sword back in the sheath.  Isn’t part of the lie to us typically that my sin is my sin? Brothers we do not live in a vacuum. There is a thread that runs through each of us to one another. We can either use this natural phenomenon for good, i.e. building one another up, or we can let the enemy have his way with it and we tear one another down by our selfish acts and actions.  

Haunting are the words of God spoken to David through Nathan, “you have despised me”. I’m sure nowhere in David’s heart was any intent to despise the one he loved so passionately.  Can you even imagine how devastating it would be to have God speak this directly at you and confront you that your actions are a despising of Him.  Have you ever had a loved one confront you with how you have managed your life or mismanaged your life and how it produced deep wounds on them? 

I have wondered over the last few weeks if David, lover of the soul of God. David, the shepherd of Israel, reflector of the Father’s heart, championed by God Himself, found himself absolutely overwhelmed with grief. How could I have betrayed the very one I love above all else? David’s receives from Nathan God’s forgiveness and mercy in taking the unborn child home. This is indeed God’s mercy and not condemnation.  Can you imagine the child growing up and everywhere he or she turned folks would refer to this child as associated to sexual sin and murder, deception and betrayal. The King’s kid or not, that would have been one ugly place to be.  Instead, the blessed Father calls this child into His presence where there will be no shame for this pure child conceived in shameful circumstances.  That brothers is the mercy of God and the tender heart of the one that is waiting for you to receive His love for you. 

I can imagine David struggling to really receive God’s forgiveness deep into his inner being . “Tenderly, softly, Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me, come home, come home, yeah who are weary come home. Earnestly tenderly Jesus is calling, calling oh sinner come home.”

You may have a God that will be waiting  for you to beat you but if that is your God I would recommend that you fire him!

What gets in our way men is our own self righteousness.  I’m sure you have a few areas that are pretty shameful to you and perhaps you too like David simply have a hard time letting them go.  Perhaps David writes Ps. 51 and the profound truths there but struggles to deeply internalize them. Perhaps his sense of shame was so great at hurting one he loved so deeply that he simply resisted letting himself off the hook. The consequences of sin would be more than enough to wrestle with. Forever he would live with the shame of being labeled as the man that stole another man’s wife. His son Solomon perhaps had those thoughts in mind when in Proverbs 6:32 “But the man who commits adultery is an utter fool, for he destroys his own soul. Wounds and constant disgrace are his lot. His shame will never be erased.”  I have watched men and women walk out life after sexual sin. Those that fall on the stone are broken, those that do not are eventually crushed. David cries out in Ps. 51:17 “A broken and repentant heart, O God you will not despise.” “broken” in the Hebrew seems to have this picture of “tearing to bring to birth”. Repentant has this picture of “collapsed” to it. We might look at these truths then as David saying, “God, the sacrifice that you want is a spirit utterly collapsed before you that you will tear apart so that you might birth a new spirit through.” This is the never ending tender mercy of God, forever, always pursuing redemption in you and I.  It is a master scheme of the enemy to get you to believe that what God wants at that moment is His pound of flesh. That he wants us to grovel and eat dirt. Those are lies from the pit of hell. You and I might struggle to get how deep the love of God goes for you and I. But then why do you think God has gone to such depths to use such badly flawed characters as He has throughout scripture? Brother, it is not about you and I, it is about the sinless Lamb of God, The Sacred Father, and the Holy Spirit. 

It is possible isn’t it that God ordained David to not recover so that we would have a concrete picture of what not to do and the tangible consequences of we do? 

How do you think David’s life would have played out if he were able to take deeply into his soul the cleansing of his sin and the freedom to “begin again”? 

Do you think he would have taken the census? 

When we don’t receive God’s forgiveness it is impossible for us to truly live a life of humility then because shame is defining our reality.  Shame causes us to live lives of humiliation not humility. Press in here men, it takes humility to let go and receive God’s grace filled gift- cleansing.  It may seem sort of noble to not let yourself off the hook but you are spitting into the face the Christ’s gift of grace inferring that it is inadequate to purge your shame and sin.  There is no middle ground here.  Shame is the orgasmic energy of the one that hates you!  Anything less than an absolute embracing deeply into your soul the forgiveness of Christ extended to you is a partnering with the enemy for your own destruction.  Don’t try to run, hide or deny. Turn instead into the cleansing stream and bow deeply before a God that is extending to you release from shame. See the movement of Ps. 51, bow, collapse before a forgiving God, let him tear the sack of shame and sinful warts from you and then once again breath life into your spirit. He draws near, bows to your ear and sweetly whispers, “blessed son, begin again. You are free, cleansed, my Son, your brother has already paid for you, live strong.” 

If we receive in humility this precious gift, then we can become re-empowered again. Then when the voices from outside cry shameful things about us we can simply put to the cross in humility and proclaim His sufficiency, not mine.  Humility then allows me to see myself for what I have been and where Jesus is seeking to take me to. We step out of pride and into grace.  We understand more completely that indeed we are bought with a price and that gift was an extravagant gift beyond even our understanding. We stand in awe of a Sacred father that loves with such complete abandonment and perhaps we might even be a bit contaminated by it as well and return the favor unto those around us. When this grace goes deep we will not sit in judgment on others but woo them into the light of grace as well. 

Oh what blessed faith we have guys, it truly is the ultimate adventure. Go find your God, pull up a couple of chairs and have a heart to heart. He is the waiting Father with incredible dreams for you.

Journey on blessed brothers…….

jeff

