David, Giant Slayer- Giant Slide

“In the spring, the time of the year when Kings go to war Joab led the Israelite army……But David stayed behind in Jerusalem.” 

Brothers I am struck and stuck with the pivoting time in David’s life. David the take no prisoners approach to life. David the giant slayer, David the passionate man after God’s heart. David the worshipper, David the poet, David the man of restraint, David the righteous dude!  

God had said, to see David is to get a glimpse of me, his heart is just like my heart. 

How many among us can say that we have had the tenacity of faith and the passion for what is good and right that David models. How many of us have lived lives as courageously for God as David has. Who modeled more grace than David did for Saul. Who exercised more restraint in not taking things into his own hands than David. Who trusted more in God’s timing and His sovereignty than David. Time after time he makes calls that reflect his deep abiding trust in God and God’s sovereignty to do what God knows best rather than what we think is best. His campaigns reflect courage, a solid hope in God for the results, and faithfulness in carrying out his responsibilities in this process. He inspired confidence and wisdom, bravery and loyalty. “all these men understood the temper of the times and knew the best course fro Israel to take.” I Chron. 12: 32

“And David became more and more powerful, because the Lord God Almighty was with him.” 2 Sam. 5:10  This young man killed giants, ripped lions jaws off, snatched sheep back from bears, and inspired a nation to passionately pursue God and follow his lead as a true worshipper of the Most High. David was king but he was also Israel’s shepherd. “For a long time, even when Saul was our king, you were the one that really led Israel. And the Lord has told you, “You will be the shepherd of my people Israel.” 2 Sam. 5:2

Tragedy strikes when David is not where God’s anointing on his life is. The shepherd develops a taste for sheep and indeed great darkness unfolds because of this. David like Samson finds his strength quickly slips from him and his existence is a mere shadow of what it had been. The glory has departed. 

Observe the shifts in David’s character after the sexual sin with Bathsheba and the killing of one of his mighty men of valor. Perhaps the transition begin earlier when David moves his capital from Hebron to Jerusalem, “After moving from Hebron to Jerusalem, David married more wives and concubines, and he had many sons and daughters.” 2 Sam. 5: 13

Yet his spirit still seems alive and vibrant spiritually. This is reflected when the ark is moved and David danced “before the Lord with all his might.” 

Michal, one of David’s wives scripture records saw the king dancing before the Lord and “she was filled with contempt for him.” 

Despite this David pens the beautiful song of praise and thanksgiving recorded in I Chron. 16:7-36

Michal meets David with mockery and disgust. The consequence to her is that she was childless throughout her entire life.

Now let’s fast forward to Nathan’s confrontation of David. 2 Samuel 12:1-14. Let’s look at verse 9; “why then have you despised the word of the Lord and done this horrible deed? For you have murdered Uriah and stolen his wife. From this time on, the sword will be a constant threat to you and your family, because you have despised me by taking Uriah’s 

wife to be your own.”

 The word used of Michal is the same word used here to confront David. “To despise, hold in contempt, disdain”. Another look at it is “to accord little worth to something”. This action may or may not include overt feelings of scorn. The Biblical picture is one where undervaluing something or someone implies contempt. 

If we sit with this one it makes me nervy. My disobedience to the Lord is really an act of contempt for God. This is no little thing when we see it in the light that it needs to be seen in. 

David confesses. Nathan is quick to say that God has forgiven you, but the bigger deal is “you have given the enemies of the Lord great opportunity to despise and blaspheme Him…” 

David struggles to live life skillfully after this and really does not finish well. Strength is unleashed and is no longer in a godly cadence. Now men grab for power and wrestle strength from wherever they have to promote their own agendas. Rape, incest, murders, family out of control, and a faltering kingdom. David instead of standing fighting and trusting in God, finds himself running and trying to get safe! Instead of the land flowing with thanksgiving and praise, now “there was deep sadness throughout the land…” 2 Sam. 15:21  Verse 30 goes on to say that David walked up the road that led to the mount of olives “weeping” as he went. 

2 Sam. 18 finds David no longer taking the lead and being decisive. Instead he is deferring “if you think that’s the best plan…” 

Joab begins to run the military and is jumping ship back and forth with his allegiances. David allows for this. The men of Israel and Judah argue back and forth before David and he tolerates it. The fire in his belly is gone. He is not grounded and is easily swayed or pushed around. 

David cries out, “don’t loose heart”, but appears he has. He still knows what truth is, but it is now tougher to live it out. I Chron. 28/29 are incredible passages of David speaking into Solomon’s life and those of Israel as well. 

Sadly, one of the tail end of life memories for David is another of his kids trying to steal the throne from dad. Adonijah, of whom it is said, “King David, had never disciplined him at any time, even by asking, “what are you doing?” 

I can’t imagine the kid that ran off a hilltop into the taunting of a giant letting this sort of craziness go unchecked in his family. 

So what happened? In every great story there are defining moments in the plot. 

If the imagine of Christ in man is strength and we see David’s strength ebbing from him then we need to look closely at why. 

We also need to assess where we are at in the plot. What does your strength look like? Does your life look empowered by God or are you wrestling to get by and things are pretty crazy? 

Look carefully again at “despise”. Does your lifestyle imply contempt for God? Most of us would rarely have any overt contempt. It is the subtle picture that we need to examine. What about areas that you have compartmentalized and not allowed God into or other brothers? Do they reflect honor to God and His heart, or do they reflect a dishonoring, undervaluing of the things of God? 

I feel like there is so much more in these passages and I am barely scratching the surface here. I hunger for spiritual power and anointing on your lives as well as mine. I hunger to see genuine God glory revealed in our communities. Perhaps as we linger together we can unpack this portrait of David a bit more. Can you imagine going back to the rooftop of the King’s temple and picking up where David  went wrong. Seeing yourself there and shouting, “no, I will not satisfy myself before the Lord prepares the banquet.” Uriah got it right and he got killed for it. This is not a journey of sugar plum fairies. God has a calling on your life. So what will it be for you brother; the battlefield or the pleasures of the palace?  Strength and honor to those with pure hearts like Uriah.

“O Lord, may you be praised forever and ever! Yours O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty.” I Chron. 29:10-11 

