Last time I mentioned there is really only one sin and that is being a thief.

All other sins seem to flow out of taking what is not ours to take.

At the heart of this immense tragedy is the profound irony that God calls us into relationship with Him so that He might bless, give to us lavishly. 

The divine relationship has always been, God gives abundantly and we live with hearts of deep gratefulness and awe at the mystery that His love is boundless. 

He is all, I am very limited. The path of redemption is the Endless One pours His resources into thirsty hearts and lives. There is no end or limit to this other than our gratefulness. This is not GOD setting us up in some narcissistic way. It is instead the  awareness that we as humanity tend to forever want to slip into self righteousness and that, my friend, is where the heart of a thieve always lives.
Self righteous living does not trust the heart of God as good. Consequently, we take and assert ourselves upon others and the earth in ways which destroy. 

We also do not trust the completed work of Christ.  If we did, we would make far more mistakes in our lives motivated by love and not fear. When we blow it motivated by love, restoring relationship or making amends always goes well and fairly easily. Do you remember your kids when you were raising them, and you would blow it and go to them and ask for their forgiveness and how quickly they gave it? That’s grace.
Now if you parented out of fear or insecurity you may not have received quick grace because you had contaminated the process of parenting by your own craziness. 

We glorify Christ most when we receive with hearts of thanksgiving. A grateful heart is focused on the giver of all good things, mindful that the immense blessings are mine because of the Trinity’s love for me. I am alive because of their love for me. I have depth and meaning because of their love for me. 
As it was in the beginning prior to the fall it is all about love and relationship.  In essence there is no right and wrong only love and relationship again.  Christ’s sacrifice covers all sin once and forever.
However, we do live in the redemption order and not the created order so at this time earth and humanity still suffers under the curse and cause and effect consequences apply. If I punch someone in the snout locker and claim there is no right or wrong because of Christ's gift, it may not stop the recipient of my gesture from returning the favor!

My contention is that we still struggle with making God a concept and knowing about Him rather than abiding with Him. His presence is transforming, Rom. 12:2.

Perhaps life has been too easy in America for most of us - the “rich man” tragedy plays its ugly cards out. 

To actually “know” God; to experience the depth of God’s love can only occur after the wheels come off our wagon. The love of Christ can never be known or experienced with the brain. You can read all you want about the love of God, but until you have failed miserably, hit bottom, mojo isn’t working, bled for 12 years, can’t catch a fish as a professional fisherman, or have had 7 demons cast out of you, then and only then, when you hear the Master call your name can you know this profound love. And at that point you must also resist shame, which would rather grab you than the call of the Blessed One. 

There is the liability of being “good” in life. Without facing our impotency there is no hope of giving up your ego and the “knowing” that you know of life, God and the world.  I’m sure you have it pretty well figured out and everything is going quite nicely…other than the delusion you are living in…or perhaps the fact that you can’t really look deep into the eyes of your loved ones…or that you pull rank and assert yourself when someone gets a little too close…or maybe those secret little sins you think are so well covered up…did I mentioned how much of a liar you are and the effort it takes to keep everything bundled together…fiddle away Nero, we can rebuild Rome, we do still have Russell Crowe.

Try to wrap your head around the concept that God Almighty will give boundless to those that deeply live from love, humility and grateful hearts. Keep in mind that God, being omniscient, knows whether your heart is still a thief or not. Pretty hard to fool an all knowing God by the way. 

So which will it be my friend, a greedy heart that wants it all and the madness of letting go and trusting God’s heart as good, or somehow living in that place of angst and torment where there is no peace, but you have yourself convinced you got it covered?

Will you pass on the abundant life because it would cost you giving up your ego which has only produced destruction and craziness for you? Will you clutch your little trophy of “good” and forsake the immense glory of God that He wants to share with you?
In the beautiful work of Christ He calls us out of ashes and into being a joint heir with Him. “You have not because you ask not”, Christ said.  “Now you are sons and daughters of the Most High,” John writes.  
Are you living in that nobility?  Or has the spirit of the anti Christ got you focused on knowing about God and working now for him?  
In the new covenant knowing about God and not abiding in and with God is as diabolical as it can get. No wonder our world has grown so black……

Journey on blessed brothers and sisters…..
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