Christmas with the Trinity

Is God personally relevant?
Trinity - infinitely relational, intimately personal, and in Christ, profoundly human.

In the Trinity we find abounding life, joy, passion, love, fellowship, commitment for, and towards, one another.

Your God might be all powerful, but what does His face look like, or what is His laugh like? 

We can ill afford to leave God as an abstraction; a faceless, all powerful concept. He is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; a passionate union of life, beauty, joy, and creativity.

The heart of the gospel is the relationship between a Father and a son.

After the Trinity creates the cosmos and everything within, the Father then creates man and places him in the center of all this glory. In the center! From the beginning God has always designed and desired for man to experience and share in the fullness of all that God is. 
Yet, how often do we paint the picture that God is cold, austere, abit flinty and removed? Sulking over what man has done, and looking for ways to get even. 

Part of the Nicene Creed reads, “God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.”  Clearly implying that creation occurs in the context of the Fatherhood of God. 

Paul, wrestling with this big picture of God and humanity, chooses the term “adoption” to portray this picture. Rom. 8:15,23, Gal. 4:5
God has chosen to reach to us and draw us into the Trinity.

“The Father, Son, and Spirit created us so that we could participate in their life together, so that we could share in their knowledge and laughter and fellowship, in their insights and creativity and music, in their joy and intimacy and goodness, so that all of it could be played out in us and in our ordinary lives.” C.B. Kruger

When the Father looks at you, He sees you for who you actually are, not what you might become.  How do you look at yourself?

What effect do you anticipate Christ will have upon you? How will this show up?

How often do we end up thinking that this effect is somehow tied to me getting it together? Ever wonder if being drawn up into the Trinity might mean you discover a cure for cancer, or a better chocolate chip cookie than Mrs. Fields?
The markers in our mind often dictate where we end up. If ultimately God is righteous, then we will forever feel the oppression of not measuring up. If God is ultimately love, beauty, life, then it may well take us on a journey.

I absolutely believe the animating energy of the new covenant is discovery.
When we start from a legalistic bent, Christ coming is really to save us from a pissed off God. Christ’s gift is then aimed at God and not humanity and its fallen nature.
But remember the Master said the Kingdom belongs to children - those with whimsical eyes wide open enough to dare to see where the King is. 
Jesus came to establish His Kingdom and the kingdom order. In His kingdom there is a waiting Father who has invited humanity into the life of the Spirit of the Trinity.

If we think legalistically then Christ is simply a tool that God uses; He shows up, does His job and then goes home. Sadly, this seems to be where many are still stuck in their beliefs. This picture is cold, mechanistic, and uninviting. How could one ever feel joy in that frame?  Yet, this seems to be why so many Christians are boring and lifeless. They are stuck in some warehouse saved, but waiting for the rapture to change everything for them.

A verse like, “where the spirit of the Lord is there, is life”, somehow now becomes meaningless or pabulum. We end up back to abstractions and concepts. Life under concepts will always make me into a liar, a poser, or stuck playing out some role in life. 
All, as far as I can see, becomes idolatry then because we are putting all this “stuff” between God and us.  Anything that we substitute for a face-to-face relationship with God is an abomination. 
Christ is our mediator, but He does not stand between us and an angry God. He stands between a waiting Father and all of humanity. Now having accomplished conquering death and condemnation, we are extended adoption and invited into the life and presence of the Trinity. Nothing less will do. 
How often have you stopped and thought that when Christ became human and dies, but rose from the dead, He did so as human and for all of eternity He will be human. This is the unfathomable love Christ has had for us. To so deeply identify, to so magnificently reach to us and invite us in to the life of the Trinity. 
Son of God, son of man, 2nd Adam, the new man, King of Kings; for the king has come and He has established His kingdom. 2 Cor. 8:9, Phil. 2: 6-8, Rom. 8:9-11
Many years ago David Needham wrote a book entitled, “Birthright.” He was so many years ahead of his time.  Meaning and purpose flow out of identity. Needham’s imploring was, “Christian do you know who you are?” 
Most of us, perhaps, might say a saved sinner by the grace of God. Needham would challenge vehemently, “No, you are now sons and daughters of the Most High!” If we don’t understand truly what Christ has accomplished and extended to us then we stay stuck in religion and blinded by the darkness of religion.
When you think of the life of the Trinity what do you picture it looking like?

Almost on a daily basis I have folks in my office longing for more than they are getting in the brick and mortar box called church. Chaucer mused many years ago, “We are like a drunk man who knows he has a house, but can not find his way home.”

“The prime purpose of the incarnation…is to lift us up into the life of communion, of participation in the very triune life of God.” James B. Torrance
Stop and linger with this picture: the spotless lamb of God who was the author and creator of all things sets aside, or as Paul says, “voids himself, empties himself” (Phil. 2) of these virtues and takes on flesh, not just flesh, but the fallen nature of Adam, where he like the rest of us “was tempted in every way.” Not great material to work with, right?
Can you get a little glimpse into the enormous gift this is? Can you begin to see the magnitude of the humility of God to do this? 
Jesus, eyes fiercely focused on His Father and abiding in intimate union with His Father, begins this violent contradiction of a sinless God becoming a beggarly man and bearing up under the assault of diabolical darkness. He bore his adamic nature to the cross and crucified it there. He rose victorious becoming the second Adam and then establishes His kingdom, where abiding intimacy with the Trinity becomes our birthright. This is why all religion is abolished and what we are left with is an incredible King who speaks life to us and extends the life of the Trinity - their very being to us. 
How then does one live in union with the Father? 
If the first place your mind goes is to make it centered on you and your efforts, you have relapsed into self-righteousness. You and I are never the center or the focus. We are cherished loved ones invited into the grandest gift ever extended. The passion, the joy, the creativity of the Trinity always has been and always will be. We are fools to not whimsically seek to discover what we have been given. The kingdom is now and will be for all of eternity. Jesus stepped out of eternity into history so that he might bring us from history into eternity. None of this has anything to do with church or religion or being good; it has everything to do with coming alive and discovering what eternal life in you actually looks like now. It has everything to do with chasing your Father as a child that begs their dad to share that secret with them. Eyes wide open, hearts beating fast, bodies wiggling with excitement of the joys to be discovered and experienced. 

Do you see your faith this way? 

In the kingdom there is nothing that is oppressive. The motion or energy of the kingdom is opening and expanding to love, life, beauty, joy; it is ascending in nature. Life is ever expanding, beauty ever expanding, joy abundantly expanding. This is what Christ has established for you and I. Most of us don’t see this or live this way simply because we have chosen cheap lovers to supplant Christ Himself.
Believe you me, the enemy of your soul has little problems with you reading scripture more or praying longer or attending bible studies as long as they keep you from “face time” with the Trinity.  Learn all you can about God, Satan is still okay with that; but if you dare draw near to God, call out to God, abide in intimacy with God; that will make the enemy see red. …. literally.

We are invited in because Christ has broken the power sin and death held over us. He descended into Hades and crushed the enemy’s head. Thus has taken from him the keys to death and has established His kingdom and the spirit of life for all that simply will open their hearts and receive this gift.

Christ did not simply try hard, he fiercely held unto who he truly was and is. Though he was son of man, he knew the love the Father has for mankind and the life that the Father has always extended to mankind. He stayed focused with the beauty and joy that was his in the Father. He counted on the goodness of the heart of His Father. His submission and trust in the Father was always punctuated by “I will never be my own man!” He never ever sought to be autonomous from the life of the Father. His obedience and submission was not to a cold angry God, it was to the fullness of the Father’s character and life.  Every day, “I will not forsake my Father, I will not step outside the circle of life that I share with Him and the Spirit, I will not do my own thing, I will say no to every time Adam needed to say no, and I will say yes to every time mankind needed to say yes. He has done what we have not and now we are invited into the same intimate union. 
You have read the gospels, you know each day Christ went to war, mostly all by himself. What becomes of him will become of the human race. Can you feel the immense courage and strength this took for the Son of Man to never take His eyes off Father God? 
You remember the call of God to man hiding in the bushes, “Where are you?”

Each and every day Jesus stands tall and proclaims, “I am here!”  And every day he takes the shots that darkness and the evil one assaults him with.  What maddening love is this? 

Do you contemplate that the strength of Jesus wasn’t Jesus’ strength alone but it was the infilling of the Spirit of the Father.  That same strength can be yours and mine because it is not predicated upon me but rather the Trinity. I so hunger to better live in that reality. That when life calls out, I might respond with, “Here!”, knowing I am being animated by the very life of God Himself. Nothing less will do.

Remember, we do not have a God who has come and gone back to heaven. The Trinity is present with us now, we are not alone. There is no attaining anything. There is only receiving.  Jesus has already done the work, we can do no more. We enter into what is, not what might be. 
I breathe in Abba, I breathe out Abba. This is life. 

Or, we can return to the matrix as believers and live out what most do as Biblical deist.; try hard and die miserably all the while proclaiming God is good and I am alive.  Fiddle away Nero….
Your eyes will never see the kingdom, never see the beauty of the Trinity. You will never hear the laughter of a Father in glory parading around His Son with a throng of little children offering praise and worship to Jesus.  You may never feel the warmth of a Father who loves you sarcastically, mocking you and feel the pleasure in that experience. 

When we refuse the kingdom properties we will always grab for some superstition to replace it with. This is why Christ mocks the religious right-wingers by taunting them with, “Why do you read scripture as if there is some life in there? There is no life in scripture, there is only life in me!” Jn. 5:39

Worse yet, when we forsake the King and His kingdom and conjure up these false idols to worship, we then drag others into the same dark notions often by using guilt and shame. Creating fear in others to not live in the freedom that Christ has so incredibly extended to us. We become like the mob in “The Emperor’s New Clothes.” Here I am speaking of the children storybook not our president……

Not seeing the deep radiant glory of Jesus leaves us without hope of seeing our radiant glory. The King and His radiance is present, perhaps we are simply blinded to this presence. How often did the master say, “If you have eyes to see….”

It is the nature of man when the glory of God is not seen to invent one they can see. That was true for Aaron and Israel and the golden calf; sadly we haven’t evolved much further.
Anything that does not lead us into the presence of the Trinity always means we will sooner or latter be abiding in hell. I don’t mean this by way of eternal destination, I mean what your life will always look like is clenching and dying rather than opening and living. 

The enemy will always make life about you because we know in our guts we are not enough. That is the lie he hooks us with over and over. Heck he even used it on the master with “he is just a carpenters son.”  Just a, almost but not, and that spoils us up with trying harder right? You have heard me say, the harder you try the crazier you will get and the more miserable those that share life with you will become. Absolute insanity, dark delusional craziness. 

It’s Christmas season and I couldn’t help but look at that baby anew.  How far God handicapped himself in coming to earth under Adam’s curse as a frail beggar child. 

The immense humility and boundless love that Jesus would choose this for you and I. How incredibly dark of us to miss the deep mercy of their heart and look at the Trinity often through fear animated eyes instead of eyes wide open because “Daddy is home!”

My blessed brothers and sisters, do not loose heart. Stand, stand firm in knowing the King has come and He has brought His kingdom. He has chosen the human heart as the stage to portray His deep heart. And now He calls out for a man or woman, a son or daughter, a child or an aged one to stand and say, “Here Lord.”
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