COME DANCE WITH ME

“I will hide beneath the shadow of your wings

I will cry out to God the Most High,

to God who will fulfill His purpose for me.

My God will send forth His unfailing love and faithfulness.” Ps. 57

Why is it that it seems so hard to hold onto the radiance of the new covenant?

Why do we seem so obsessed to keep placing ourselves back under the law?

We seem to talk a good game; “grace, kingdom, freedom, abundant life,” etc. but if we think of Jesus being the light of the world, Jn. 8, do we feel like running into that light or holding back?

Do we deeply trust the heart of God as love or as righteous, just? 

It seems most still look at the heart and character of God through an old covenant set of eyes.
The difference between seeing God through old covenant eyes and new covenant eyes is, if we feel peace, warmth, love and acceptance, we tend to be looking at life through the results of the new covenant. If on the other hand we feel fear, anxiety insecurity and a need to get going or get it together we are operating under the old covenant. 

A careful look at the gospels reveals that all who came to Christ genuinely were met with deep acceptance and love. There is never any condemnation. Keep in mind that these were typically the folks that weren’t “performing” too well in life. 

How often do we get stuck in our lives based on some aspect of our performance? If we do, we are getting sucked back in to self-righteousness.  We can be incredibly well intended, but we have returned to the pigpen once again and it won’t be long before we start stinkin'!

If we really have gotten a hold of these truths our churches and our lives would be a lot more sexy than they are. Sexy is life, sexy is love, sexy is deep reflective beauty. 
God designed and developed sexy. The world stole it and dummied it down. 

What the world thinks of as sexy, isn’t. 

How many of the “pretty people” that are sexy are really free to live their lives? Does freedom lead to eating disorders, multiple marriages, endless spending? 

Sexy is a life lived from love and initiative, not fear, insecurity or anxiety.

Sexy is the personality and character traits of the Trinity reflected out on our world. 
How often do we think of God as sexy? My bet is pretty much never, but then again that might explain why our culture continues its downward spiral into meaninglessness. 

Religion is a poor substitute for a rich personal relationship with God Himself. 

If I am doing for God I am under the old covenant.

If I am trying harder, I’m under the OC.

If I leave church and feel heavier rather than lighter I am fellowshipping under the OC.
If I am talking about God more than I am talking with God than I am under the OC.

Stop and think through your day and assess how often are you motivated by beauty, creativity verses fear, anxiety or insecurity?

My buddy Jess sent me this quote,  “Anything which alters consciousness in the direction of unselfishness, objectivity and realism is to be connected with virtue. Virtue is the attempt to pierce the veil of selfish consciousness and join the world as it really is.” From Shop Class As Soulcraft
I have mentioned to you before that I believe there is only one sin- thievery.  All other sins stem from this sin of being a thief. Taking what is not mine to have. 
We steal because we really don’t believe in the goodness of God’s heart nor do we believe in our capability to create.  Being a thief then is a deep misbelief in God’s goodness and His image within me.  In essence, the artist is lousy and what He has created is as well.  
Think of the ways you take yourself out of living. I’m too old, I’m too young, its too late, what will others say, what if I fail, …..

What this thinking lacks is kingdom perspective. In the New Covenant, in the Kingdom we have all of eternity, all of time to create and cultivate. 

So when we limit our creativity or expressions of it because of any markers that have to do with time and my limitations, then we are once again under the OC and not living in the kingdom. 

If our God abides in eternity and the now, then if at 80 years of age you decide you want to learn Russian or take ballroom dance lessons, why on earth would you not? 
The King has come and brought the Kingdom. He bids us to enter this kingdom and live in the invitation of a God who extends a hand to humanity and beckons, “come dance with me if you dare.”
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