           Being Right Can Never Compete With Living Well – 2
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was empty, a formless mass cloaked in darkness. And the Spirit of God was hovering over its surface.” 
Out of chaos, emptiness, a formless mass - He creates, brings forth life. 

“In the beginning the Word already existed. He was with God, and He was God. He created everything there is. Nothing exists that He didn’t make.  Life itself was in Him, and this life gives light to everyone.”

“And the Lord God formed a man’s body from the dust of the ground and breathed into it the breath of life.” 
“Jesus was standing among them! Peace be with you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

“After His baptism, as Jesus was coming up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on Him.” 

“He is the Holy Spirit that leads into all truth. The world at large cannot receive Him, because it isn’t looking for Him and doesn’t recognize Him.”

“It is not that we think we can do anything of lasting value by ourselves. Our only power and success comes from God. He is the one who enables us to represent His new covenant. This covenant is not of written laws, but of the Spirit. The old way ends in death; in the new way, the Holy Spirit gives life.”
So now we will stretch our left brain brothers. I take ownership for the fact that how God put me together is pretty frustrating to most left brain dudes….and of course my bride occasionally. 

I tend to be very visual and see in word pictures, metaphors, abstractly. I drive folks crazy that simply want to watch a movie for pleasure because I see all these human movements in the movie and want to go, “wow, did you pick up on that?” 

My prayer is that you might be sitting next to a right brain thinker that can translate. I wrestle to make things concrete at times, that’s what stretches me. My shape has limitations to it so, my brothers, we need to chew and metabolize together. 

We left off last time asserting that the kingdom is here and it is tangible and not conceptual or positional. 

Jesus brought the kingdom and establishes by His death and resurrection. Further, by His inputted righteousness we are forever adopted into His family and given full rights as joint heirs to all the Trinity have. We have seen that the Father is assuming responsibility to honor His Son by adorning the bride – us - into something that will create the same exclaim Adam had when woman was brought to him. 

 We also reckon that in the new covenant the Abba of Jesus has opened His arms wide to embrace and by a life giving force to us. His heart is good and He is passionately committed to bringing out the deep imprint of our radiance, which is a reflection of the imago dei. 

We rejoice in the call on our lives now to no longer to be dependent upon God but rather interdependent with God. This new movement takes me from fear to family. It is a mystery way too deep for we to understand that the Trinity has opened their arms to us and invite us to join them. What the Trinity has shared for all of eternity we are now granted incredible privilege and access to. I now engage my world from God rather than for God. 

We reckon that to live lives defensively is really to not understand grace or the new covenant. Jesus has entered the “strongman’s house” - earth – subdued, and tied him up and now implores His sons and daughters to rise and plunder the house. 

We realize that a life lived without making mistakes is really not living life. We have to be hitting the edges to grow. We also recognize that there is no way to find the edge of grace and consequently the lavish love of God cries forth, “live.” 

Anything less is sliding down the slippery slope of legalism and into the abyss. Paul felt strongly about this. In Gal. 1:9, in a passionate cry he exhorts, if any are mixing the law back with grace, then let them go to hell. In chapter 4 of Galatians he mocks those adding to the gospel by seeking to re-establish circumcision and derides them in their logic with “if a little is good, then maybe cut the whole thing off.” 

Here’s the point; it is the total sufficiency of Jesus and Jesus alone that operates in the Kingdom and the New Covenant.  I must surrender my fallen ego, non-authentic self to reality. This reality is that there is no life or hope of life in it. But, my new creation born of the work of Jesus is radiant, truly alive and is mine for the possessing. This radiance is actually who I am and will be for all of eternity. I do not need to wait until the rapture to experience this new me. What I will become in all of eternity I actually am now. This is why our life with Jesus should be an incredible adventure of discovery, mystery and intrigue. Because I have been cleansed of sin and I am without condemnation I can freely wrestle with God as Father as a child would jump on his dad’s back wanting a good game of wrestling. The child runs to his father with anticipation of love, being wanted and knowing his dad is the best! 

Do you see your journey of faith this way?

Or are you still grinding out another pound of flesh for the god you fear?

If your faith isn’t alive with compassion, mystery, and adventure; if your faith doesn’t allow for you to come to God and clank on Him, then perhaps in the words of Keith Miller, “you need to fire his ass.” You haven’t found the Abba of Jesus yet -  keep looking.

Make no mistake; the new kingdom is not soft. Resiliency and masculinity are not built through indulgence and comfort. They are forged; ironed out as we as men engage in the process of redemption. You compete for a better Haiku. You wrestle with a remedy for cancer. You struggle to find lyrics that convey what you are meaning to say. You linger longer with that woman as she berates you for not seeing life her way. When that teen gets up in your face you remain a solid object. You don’t cave, cut or run in the kingdom, instead you engage as the Master speaks guidance, and coordinates to you. When the noise around you rises, you train to see and hear stillness despite the chaos. You train your mind to be steady, sharp, resourceful You can do this because your Father who is all knowing is in you and you learn to listen beyond human ears to his heartbeat. He will not fail you, leave you, or hang you out to dry. He will lead you into places that cause you to think that you are way over your head, because he sees in you what we do not yet see. One day, our eyes will be fully opened, and then in that moment you will see what has been there all along since you said yes to Jesus’ gift of life. In that moment you will also see perspective of how the Father and the Holy Spirit had been pursuing your radiance. 

Brothers, that is now! Any movement in the flesh that produces pain, i.e. I am frustrated because….. you fill in the blank, means I quiet myself and seek to hear the voice of the One whose resources are never exhausted. Don’t try harder, that is for impotent gods that are still in delusion that they can. 

This movement must come from masculine strength and confidence. You stand as a man to walk this out. No boy in a man suit has any hope of any blessing. Life will torment you and you will seek to manipulate the heck out of life and the resources of life trying to feel alive. It won’t work. 

Okay, ready for some left brain stuff and maybe even a few bullet points?

Walking in the Kingdom means:
We train to sense feel and respond to the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Most of the time this will be as foreign to us initially as a woman asking us what we are feeling. Same, thread. We commit to the journey of intimacy with the Spirit. The Spirit is often pictured as a dove. It would seem this tends to be the nature of the Spirit, soft, sensual. Consequently, if we don’t train our “ish” we are apt to miss meaningful relationship with both the spirit as well as those closest to us. Might it be that these two realms are especially connected for we as men?

We live with integrity. Don’t think moralistically here. By integrity I am referring to your life being  centered in what you actually believe in and value. i.e. do you spend your time and finances doing what you love with those that mean the most to you? If you say you believe in gardening but you have a lousy garden, then you lack integrity. 

Since we have been extended relationship of interdependence with the Trinity our resources are actually unlimited. Because of this, we will no longer live in, “my life would be if it weren’t for….” That belongs in the kingdom of man, not the kingdom of Christ and His new covenant. 

We trust the heart of God as good and for us. Unbelievable good. This is why Paul says; “it pleased the Father to allow the sacrifice of his son on our behalf.” 

Life in the kingdom is not about God being a Sugar Daddy. The kingdom is alive and real. There are pleasures as well as dangers in the kingdom. The kingdom is now and to be lived now. Eternity has come to us and birthed within us. Newness of life that can never cease. Life in the kingdom is not about our brokenness, it is about coming alive the radiance of our new creation that is within. Jesus is the “second Adam.” 
This isn’t cute language; I literally believe that for all of eternity you and I have his “DNA” within the new creation. As with human life, when a man and a woman come together sexually and conceive life, the Spirit hovers over that union and breathes life into that young being. In the new creation would I receive this gift from Jesus, there is a breathing into me genuine life. This is what is seen in Acts when the Spirit comes upon the disciples. Do you really believe this to be true? Nah, we get it as feel good spiritual vibe right, but not reality. If we did this would rock our societies. Maybe, just maybe, it isn’t too late in the ballgame. 

Life in the kingdom trusts absolutely that the heart of the Father is good and is for you. Because this is true when a wall goes up, we know our true Father has just flung open an even bigger window. To which he exhorts us, “go find it boy.” Ours, men, is to hunt that sucker down! In his eye is a confidence in us that we don’t yet know. However, everyday that I walk in this trust and see myself rising above the vortex of broken life here on earth I truly begin to realize this awesome gift Jesus has appropriated for me. I find immense pleasure in coming alive and rejoice in thanking Jesus for this most wonderful gift- life. 

Because I believe the Father is focused on adorning me as a radiant bride for His Son, I choose to engage in life and not be passive. I choose to see life as a process not a problem. Because of my interdependence with the Trinity when I run out of resource, insight, etc. I turn as a nobleman would to the unlimited resources of the Trinity that is available to me. When I love poorly, rather that the madness of trying harder, I breathe “Abba.” 
Think of it as retraining in how to breath. The Lord breathes into us and we in turn exhale unto our world. When I run out, I relax, yield and receive from the Spirit breath again. Like scuba divers using the buddy system, this is our reality until we are free from the darkness of fallen earth. This is what the Master modeled when he said things like, “I don’t do anything unless the Father tells me what to do.” He is not saying he is passive and sitting for a memo from the heavenlies. Rather, because I am flesh like all men, I therefore in this era receive life breathed into me by my Father the giver of all life, and breath this out unto mankind and the environment. I suppose this is also what one would call walking in the Spirit, or what Brother Lawrence called, “practicing the presence of God.”

Part of my daily routines is a training of my “gentleness and humility.”

Strength must be exercised, the sword trained and empowered. Reality must be approached, never alone. We trinify; with God, godly brother, sacred scripture. If we don’t surrender to the Holy Spirit and godly brothers then you are soon only breathing your own air and delusions will quickly return. 

Okay, follow me on this one now. Golden secret if you will. 
Do you remember the scene in Braveheart where the Uncle rides into the village and is standing there in front of William Wallace? He is dressed in a regal outfit. Splendid to look at, he instills confidence is us and them. This is your new creation. Where Paul says you are “an ambassador”, John says, “Now you are sons of the Most High”.

What do you think this means? Watch that scene again and try to visualize this. Am I really regal like that? Of course if you try to filter this through your flesh there is no way to get to belief. And, understand that when you seek to see yourself this way it will be like when you decided in junior high to stop smoking and hanging out on the corner with those that did, you were immediately made to feel bad. Hey you fit and are liked until you choose a different path. If you never smoked maybe a better illustration is when you as a Fundamentalist were at a church potluck and half way through mused, “boy wouldn’t a dark beer go great with sister Tillie’s goulash?” That one might have got you castrated on the church-offering table with the butter knife. 
There is only one you, design by God that way, c.f. Jer. 1. When we get insecure about norming our life off of someone else that is where we need to look around. Why did God make so many different blades of grass? Why over 10,000 taste buds in your mouth? Be you, come alive, listen to the inner rhythm of mind, body and spirit. Live in community with our Father, godly men and sacred scripture and then brothers stretch out, LIVE.

This Nobleman has come from afar. Actually, he has come from the heart of God Almighty -sent to you in the midst of tragedy. You’re okay seeing your life as a sham, impotent? Okay with seeing how incredibly destructive as men we can be? 

The Nobleman, then makes a comment to young William, “first we train this, (tapping to his head), then we train this (pointing to his sword). Is your mind being trained into kingdom perspective? Another way of saying that is, are you being drawn and trained into reality, or are you holding unto ashes believing all is well in Rome. 

What follows next is the taking of young William to a distant place. To be trained, we must be willing to leave familiar places and routines. Let go of your “I knows”, got ‘er figured out, I’m in the groove gig. To find new lands, we must be willing to loose sight of the shore. Your William surrenders. His mind and strength are trained. Training the mind is learning how to live in reality and walk a life out skillfully. This is wisdom. Your flowers bloom, projects reflect creativity, loved ones dance in your presence. You are an honorable man, you take nothing from no one or nothing that doesn’t belong to you. You are admired by those over you and loved and respected by those under you. 

You hone your craft, skills, develop your apptitudes. Never content to sit on yesterday’s home runs, you get life is not a spectator sport. You extend your strength into your community, your environment to make your mark. Your mark is life, love, mercy, compassion, adding value to others and participating with the empowerment/redemption of other’s dignity and lives. 
If the Nobleman is your new creation it gets even better. Our spirits, which are righteous, holy and eternal, resides with the Trinity. They are having ongoing intimate communion. Might it be that the taking away of young William is removing our dead flesh, the tragic reality we have lived, letting go of what the mind wants to scream is reality, to living in the present moment, under the anointing of our King. This is where your authority to conquer will come from. Every ambassador has been issued some element of power. You actually have as well. Any idea what and where this is?
When we don’t have a nobleman in place then we live from wound and life under Adam’s curse. You are a shattered hull of who you were designed to be. You might be surviving life at best. Your well-being is often referenced by the tragedy that you have or are surviving, i.e. my work sucks because my boss is an idiot! Your boss may well suck and be an idiot, but your mood or emotions have little to do with what is on the outside-boss, it flows from the lack of empowerment and the fact that you are making life about what others are doing or not. 
Young William didn’t massacre the elder of his village. He was victimized by it. However, change would come through his empowerment, not someone else assuming responsibility for this mess. One could argue that you didn’t start Adam’s curse, that ugly stuff does have your address. You would be right. Enter the Master and his “follow me” model. He assumes responsibility for that which he did not mess up. In the same way, we must assume similar responsibility for our lives and the circumstance of them. We must rise each day with, “my life looks the way it does because of who I am.” 
As I breathe this, I grin broadly knowing, I belong to the King and he has invested authority, power and dominion in me. I have unlimited resources in my God and all that they have I share with them. Holy cow, crap, whatever - do you get this? Your new creation/Nobleman becomes the interface between your broken self and the world we currently live in. This is heaven come to us. The wounded part of us is rarely rational and tends to be dependent on the external outer world. This is always a setup. She or he is rarely what you thought they would be. When they aren’t then what? We resent them or try to manipulate them into doing what we perceive they “should” be for us, right? How does that go? 

We must come to terms with learning to accept and embrace ownership and stewardship for our life. Again, if God is good and for us, then it becomes a wonderful ride unfolding the mystery of coming alive. 

A nobleman keeps short accounts. 
I recently had a situation where I needed to “chat” with my bride. We went for a drive and I had the nobleman in mind and what having that conversation would look like. I had prayed and sought to quiet my spirit in the presence of my Father and flow from that place. It didn’t happen. I found myself tormented with “take that first step as a nobleman” but there was so much resistance in me that it simply never happened. I’m sure fear was a part of this process, but honestly I still haven’t totally figured it out yet. What I’m getting at is we are evolving and when we fail we can never make it about our shame or self. Later I got quiet before the Lord and interestingly enough that’s when this stream of His spirit being poured into mine started several weeks back. 

Because we want to live in our radiance, wisdom would say keep short accounts on weeds. Don’t let them take hold and spread as they will. 

Two neat questions that get to reality:

1. By my attitude and actions today, if today were my first date, would I get a second?

2. What is it like being on the other end of relationship with me?

Think you can give those questions a whirl? If you shrink back then dude you are choosing to be a drone in the matrix. 

In the kingdom, we don’t endure pain, we make it pay!  This is the whole ashes for beauty exchange. More on that in a few lines.

In the kingdom we keep a close eye on the alone piece. We have said that “alone” in a sinless environment with God was acknowledged by God as “not good.” We need to manage alone well. We also need to challenge the myth that God and I are tight and that is good enough for me. This is not a reflection obviously on the inadequacy of God as much as His pointing in the direction of design. We, like God, have always been meant to be in relationship with others. The tightest relationships are intuitive ones, where we can “get” one another at a visceral level. Reality is visceral.

The holding of alone and burying our heads in distraction whether that is a bible study or porn will never offset the pain of alone. This is what Gabor Mate M.D. calls “unmetabolized emotions.” I love that metaphor. 
Remember Jeremiah’s words, “Thy words were found and I did eat them and they were life and strength to me.” We hold nothing, we need to metabolize everything. 

When we don’t, it tends to be because we are making life about us again and fear is eating our lunch. If we avoid to keep peace, then you have handed your dignity and rhythm over to another. Short accounts, live in reality, stay in the Father presence. Move when animated by the Holy Spirit. 

To be alive it is not enough to exist in life. The irony is, we always tend to make life about us when we don’t actually live life. When we live life, the coming alive piece tends to be central. 

Remember in the garden originally we were made in His Image and that male and female. The tree of knowledge of good and evil was at the center of the garden but we were to not eat from it. Life was to be experienced not from knowing cognitively, but from knowing viscerally. After the fall, we stop living and start “knowing.” We of course are also dying like crazy too.


Do you remember our take away from the parable of the ten talents? “Life is for living and belongs to those that choose to do so.” If life has always been for living, why is it that we quit on this process? 

Might it be that we have so emphasized what we know about faith that we have lost our way with those that can teach us what living well looks like. 

Do we have churches filled with folks that know scripture well, but the path of wisdom is murky to them? Could this explain why we loose 70% of our kids to the camp outside of faith?

I have mentioned to you the book Flow before. A 20 year longitudinal study on optimal well being.  Dr. Csikszentmihalyi, really that’s his name, observes that when the self is invested in achieving an objective we have flow. When process is not at the center but rather we are on the side thinking about life we tend to make life about us and flow typically is illusive. 

Okay left brainers, now that I have you worn out, here is your half page. This is a neat grid that I put together from a variety of resources for processing life.

Issue(s)- what is it that is going on or you want to go on? Make this concrete. This gets to what is happening in your inner world. 
Objective: what do you want to see happen or not happen?
Options: Brainstorm on paths to achieving this objective or goal.
Process: what are the steps that need to come into play for the objective to be achieved?
Resources: assess, do I have the resources to achieve this goal. If not, where do I need to go next?

Evaluate: as you immerse self into the process provide for spot check to assess are we still on target?

Mihaly uses the example of rock climbing a lot. If you haven’t counted the cost and trained you are in trouble. If you undertake the task and then start thinking a lot about work or frustrations with the kids you might well fall off the rock. But if you have done your due diligence and have the self immersed in the process, then good things happen. Every time we achieve something that we had to train for and stretch into you will evolve into a higher life form. Which for some simply means from ass to asset. Sorry, I couldn’t help myself…

Brothers, I absolutely yearn for the passionate life of our Father to burst forth within your inner being. I long for the day when the name of our Lord will be lifted higher and seen in eyes of respect. If not now, when? If not us, who?

You may think that we have been a part of a men’s group for some time. I’m not certain anymore. It’s starting to feel like a Petri dish for new wine….

Journey on my sacred brothers…..strength to your sword

Jeff
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