Being Right Can Never Compete With Living Well.

“My purpose in writing is to encourage you and assure you that the grace of God is with you no matter what happens.” I Peter 5:12

“As we know Jesus better, his divine power gives us everything we need for living a godly life. He has called us to receive his own glory and goodness!” 

the grace of God is with you no matter what…..

as we know Jesus…..

called to receive his own glory…….

What do you think? Does this sound like a God providing directives for living, or something much more tangible? 

Look again at John’s words: “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus.” 

I love this picture. Words, precepts, principles, laws, came through Moses from God. 

I truly believe that the Lord was allowing us to play our hand out as god. In His mercy He foreknew that we wouldn’t believe him if he told us that we would suck as gods. So he gave us this big window of time allowing enough history to “be on the books” for us to see that we really have not done ‘being gods’ too well. Every culture, every nation, produced destruction on the earth, and of one another. Innocence was not protected. Those less fortunate were not well cared for. The sacred things were always desecrated. 

After having given many heads up, I guess we call this prophesying that Jesus, the Messiah is to come; God in due time sends his Son to us. John paints this awesome picture, not of words of God, but the one Word of God. The Lamb, comes tangibly to humanity in grace and truth. Or as the NLT puts it, “God’s unfailing love and faithfulness” came through Jesus. 

God takes on skin, not to be cute, but to put himself in our place as fallen humanity. He took on the fibers of all that mankind possessed. There was absolutely no cheating during his life here. He never relied on his divine nature to get him over a tight spot. What Jesus walks out on earth he did so as Son of man. His life of sinlessness mocks those that still think being good or getting it together is where it is at. This is the truth part that seeks in love to cause us to let go of our delusions that our lives are working fine thank you very much. Not empty words of do what I tell you to do, but rather, have you checked me out? Jesus, in truth not arrogance, invites those to draw near and exam his life. Why is it that this Jesus dude seems to be walking out what no other human being can do? 
He is perfect. All of humanity before him have failed, but Jesus, son of man, will not fail but rather succeed.
He torments those who are trying harder, have done well, have accumulated wealth, power or fame. This is mercy of course because God is not willing that any should perish… however we, on the other hand, have the power to steer our ship right unto the rocks. 

It has never been God’s desire or design that mankind suffer. Yet, we, as humans, have committed monstrous offenses upon one another. During those dark ugly moments when we cry out “where is God?” Elle Weisel says, he is present, feeling what you feel but only at a God level. This is like my pain ramped up exponentially. What kind of a God puts himself through this level of sorrow and torment for people that are so arrogant and rejecting of Him? Is God really that co-dependant, or is this a love that we simply struggle to understand?

One of the things God spoke into my heart recently is this:

There is absolutely no way to live out the principles or precepts of the new covenant apart from the presence literally of God as Trinity. 
The irony here is this. We as evangelicals have prided ourselves on knowing sacred scripture. In the knowing of scripture we have read, and extracted our rules for living and roles of conduct. The madness is we somehow think that this is possible simply because we are saved. This is absolutely delusional.  We even do stupid stuff like when we are referring to sacred scripture we capitalize The Word, seemingly assigning to it divinity. This is an abomination. If the words of sacred scripture are not animated by the Holy Spirit, then they are just ink on a piece of paper. They functionally are no more significant than reading the Koran.  That one makes you want to choke a little doesn’t it? I get nervous writing it. 

In the old covenant, the law frustrated us because we could never measure up. It produced death. Or as Paul says in Romans, “became the basis for dark passions.” 

Jesus comes along in Matthew and says I have not come to abolish the law, but rather fulfill it. What all of humanity has not been able to do, I will do. 

Walking his life out sinlessly, he strolls before the right wingers of his day and starts in on them and their culture. “You’ve heard it said, but I say….”  He begins then to call mankind to even higher standards. 

Do you remember in Matthew 19 where Jesus is teaching about marriage in response to “some Pharisees came and tried to trap him”.  He yanks the bar so high, that the disciples look at him and ask, are you really serious about this? Dude, you can’t really mean what you are saying because if you do then why and the heck, (alternative descriptor acceptable as well) would any dude marry? 

Here’s the deal; if the old covenant and the law was tough and produced death, then in the new covenant where seemingly Jesus is raising the standards very significantly it must produce something even greater than death. This no sense of read and do or sin management strategies is a recipe for madness and a darkness greater than any can imagine. 

What troubles me so deeply is that this also infers some really awful things about God’s character. It makes God a very dark monster, cold, flinty and removed. There is no mercy or compassion in his character. 

But John says, he came to us full of mercy and unfailing love. 
How can both these pictures be true?

How can Jesus raise the bar to such a level that frustrates his own disciples and many others turn away and then call this love, mercy, compassion?

The pivotal point is John 17. “I am in the Father, the Father is in me.” There is no compromise to the integrity of Jesus or The Father. This is our portrait of God calling us no longer to dependence on Him but rather interdependence with Him. This is the Trinity inviting us into their scared relationship. This is the New Covenant extended to us. 

Now follow this. Jesus raises the bar, sets new standards way beyond the Mosiac law, calls those in the New Covenant and new kingdom to those standards and then at the Cross, when he completes his works, abolishes those standards. 
Did you get that? 
He establishes a very high bar, but then he pays the debt to death and frees us from shame. Our sins; past, present and future are gone, erased! You can’t fail when it comes to some moral marker because our perfect brother Jesus took care of it forever. Not only did he live a life or perfection here for himself, but before he goes he takes it to a totally other level by then picking up the tab on all of our garbage. I will hit the homerun and I also will pick up the tab for everyone else as well. 

Morality shifts from being defined by standards of performance, because we don’t perform so well right, to pictures, movements, observations of beauty, grace, mercy, compassion. 

They will know you are my disciples by the love you have for one another,

Bare one another’s burdens,

True religion consists of ministering to widows and orphans..

Jesus came to us tangibly. God’s kingdom is a tangible kingdom. If our faith is going to be tangible, then your God must today be tangible, present. 

If God is not present, you are working religion. When we work religion we have entered the dark delusion that “I can.” That is the movement that happened when we first fell. I am god, I can, I know. The moment we take one step in that direction we involuntarily invite shame to its ascended place. In our madness we do not see that what we have just done is to scream into the cosmos “I am God!”. Yet, at the very same instance we are in darkness handing our freedom and dignity over to the diabolical force of shame. It is impossible to stand up with “I know” and not also have a manacle being clamped around my mind, heart, spirit. Tethered now to me is this monster - shame. He will mock you and suck all the life and joy from you. All the while shame will be pushing you to try harder, give it more gas; impotency throwing itself at the target of potency. That my brothers is a pretty crazy picture.
Our God stands close by heaving in deep sadness for what simply does not have to be. 

We need to come to the end of ourself so that we might actually find ourself.  Our truly authentic, deeply radiant self. What John shouts “now we are sons of the most high.”  This is what joint heirs is all about.

So what does this mean practically to me? 

· “Shoulds” have been abolished. Morality flows from the presence of The Father. When the Father anointed Jesus to touch the woman that had bled for 12 years or raise the dead, all things that no good Rabbi would ever do, he was absolutely without guile or sin. The code keepers got pretty twisted and really I can only imagine if I were there I would have too. If you are worth your salt in anyway you typically aren’t easily blown around. So when this hot Rabbi does things that seem so clear cut “wrong”, I think I might have baulked. 
· If the kingdom belongs to little children then it seems the journey of faith would be fun not oppressive.

Repentance then is like the game of hotter, hotter, colder, not a way of getting it together. In fact, repentance that is about adjusting our “togetherness” seems to be an abomination because you are adding to Jesus’ work on the cross. Repentance is something that creates mystery, intrigue, and adventure. Like children looking for Easter eggs, the pleasure in the process creates life and a sense of being alive. 

· The life of faith is a life lived with an offensive strategy. Defensive living is for those still living in the Matrix of religion and delusion. 

· I live from the Father’s presence. This means I need to be appropriating time to be in sacred scripture, lingering with my Father, training my eyes and ears to hear in the spirit as I live life and practicing being in community where others are seeking the same values. 

· I accept the model of Christ assuming responsibility for things that weren’t his doing. This speaks to me of needing to take up my life and lay it down in areas where it wasn’t my doing. I’m not a victim. I follow the path of wisdom that speaks into dying well so that I might truly live. This is not martyrdom, masochism, or co-dependency.  It is engaging in kingdom living and kingdom principles. It is assuming a role with the Father of actively radiantly coming alive. This principle is essential because when someone outside of me does something to me, we naturally assume they are responsible and they will need to make it right. We have laws on our books to this end. So it is counter intuitive on many levels to reckon with under Adam’s curse in families we wound one another. I wound my children not because I want to or intend to, but because of my character limitations. You do too.  It is here that a lot of adults get stuck. We were wounded from someone on the outside and wait for that perfect someone to “fix” or make right that wound. This is where 90% of relationships go south. Here is where the rub is. We need to not look to another for healing here – it’s our job. This is the walk of Christ into our world. He didn’t mess things up but he came, accepted the challenge of walking things out and making all things new. He brings order into disorder. This is our calling as well. If we don’t tend to accept full responsibility and ownership for our life what tends to happen is we keep rubbing up against our world in our brokenness and they feel this neediness in us. We get resistance from them drawing near because they are bumping into boy energy rather than man energy.  Instead we implore the Father, “train me, strengthen my sword.” 
· There are 2 things that cause most folks to never grasp the abundant life. One is living in the “what ifs”. The second is tolerating way too much stuff in life trying to hold unto peace. Pleasing and appeasing never works. You end up getting what you tolerate. Jesus lived in reality, humility, the what is, and moved forward with his life. This becomes my posture. Don’t worry about the what ifs. More folks have lost more life to the fear of, than whatever the fear actually was. Jesus said, don’t worry about tomorrow- focus on today, live the life metered out to you today. 
· The kingdom belongs to those that live from “get to” rather than “have to.”  “Have to” is for rebellious kids and adults that have lost their way. “Get to” flows from the heart of children that love being in the presence of their awesome Father. “Get to” creates passion and makes life’s journey an adventure. 

· I get clear that living “to be good” is a black hole that will swallow me up. It can never be satisfied and when I live trying to be good I can never really come alive. Because one day the master may say to me- go marry that whore Gomer, or Israel this is why I am divorcing you, or to the Prophet go eat human feces - to which the prophet protested saying “I am not a feces feller, pray tell certainly not from my fellow fellars.” To which God then instructed the prophet to go eat a cow chip. Point here is this: when I live from the paradigm of “good” I typically will write off God when he leads in ways that don’t fit inside my boxes. i.e. God this must not be you because you said in the past….

Away from His presence I loose my way. In His presence at times others will loose confidence in me because I seem to be outside of too many boxes. 

In the kingdom there is peace, there is courage, your spirit will be strengthened. 

Oh my this is getting a little long. Since company is coming I better continue this next time.

Journey on sacred brothers……and the closet sisters that sneak unto the website too…..

jeff
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