Asa’s Covenant

“Then they entered into a covenant 

to seek the Lord, 

the God of their ancestors, 

with all their heart and soul (vitality).  

They agreed 

that anyone who refused to seek the Lord 

would be put to death- 

whether young or old, man or woman.  

They shouted 

out their oath of loyalty 

to the Lord 

with trumpets blaring and horns sounding.  

All were happy 

about this covenant, 

for they entered into it 

with all their hearts.  

Eagerly they sought 

after God, 

and they found Him. 

And 

the Lord gave them 

rest 

from their enemies 

on every side. “  

2 Chron. 15: 12-15

Pretty cool movement here isn’t it? 

We agree together to seek God.  We declare our loyalty to God robustly!

Joy for the journey is because the heart has whole heartedly entered in to the pursuit of God. Eagerly, we seek God and I love the picture “they found Him”. The Hebrew actually has the picture of “God appears”. He is present and desiring to manifest Himself. It looks like a little kids game of hide and go seek. The kids see it as their grand adventure when in reality the big person hides only long enough to give the kids a sense of the pursuit. Normally the big person knows exactly where the kids are and keeps an eye of them. Then when the little ones have “found” the big person the big person encourages and affirms their ability to hunt up the big person. 
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So it is for you and I. God calls out, “all yea all yea  in come free”. His call is to come home, to be reconciled, to be restored. 

It is absolutely amazing the grace and deep abiding mercy of God as seen over and over again in the chronology of the Old Testament. There are some butt ugly characters in the O.T. story, (if you look closely you might see your dna there), amazingly God extends mercy and speaks begin again. 

Let’s see the context for our passage above. Let’s  jump back to Solomon, a mommas boy. Bathsheba had been through a lot. Lost a husband, a child, public shame, bore her boy Solomon. 

A father who had an incredible legacy of being a warrior and a passionate pursuer of God raised Solomon, David. Solomon never saw this fire in his dad’s gut. Instead he saw the shell of what David had been. 

Principle: When Dad’s aren’t truly present for their kids things are real tough and confusing for the children. 

David is a man of words but not a lot of substance for Solomon. This shows up in Solomon’s life latter when he too talks a good game plan but his life has little integrity to it. I Kings 11: 33 “ For Solomon has abandoned me… he has not followed my ways and done what is pleasing in my sight.  God tears 10 tribes from Solomon and eventually will give them to Jeroboam, a rebel leader’s son who worked for Solomon. Solomon tries to kill him but Jero ducks into Egypt and Solomon thinks twice about putting the hit out on him there. 

Now advanced in years and jaded he writes Ecclesiastes. It reads like a book of a man that is not finishing well. You can hear the bitterness in his heart and the frustration that life hasn’t gone the way he wanted it too. He sounds like the classic alcoholic who is jaded, cynical and not all that willing to take that long look into the mirror and see the guy that really is responsible for why his life looks the way it does.

Let’s try this one guys, “My life looks like it does because of who I am!” Begin there and invite the Holy Spirit’s illumination and you will have something to work with.  Push the blame to anywhere else and you will follow in Solomon’s foot steps. 

Solomon’s man child Rehoboam secedes him as King. This guys is a nightmare. Solomon was soft and entitled, this guy is even softer and has very little ego strength. He has an over inflated ego with almost no strength.  You cannot get character without God breathing His holy being into yours. You must live in reality, facing truth transparently. 
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Jero and Reho carry on for years seeking the counsel of men but not of the Lord.  They build their cities up, build golden calves, ordain buddies rather than godly priests that have been selected by God, the common folks that still hungered for the Lord actually strengthened the kingdom. The leaders were taking the kingdoms into the toilet but it was the desire in the heart of the people for God that God honored. “From all over Israel, those who sincerely wanted to worship the Lord, the God of Israel, followed the Levites to Jerusalem, where they could offer sacrifices to the Lord, the God of their ancestors. This strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and for three years they supported Rehoboam son of Solomon and earnestly sought to obey the Lord as they had done during the reign of David and Solomon.” 2 Chron. 11: 16-17

Rehoboam’s mom was an Ammonite. The Ammonites were descendants of Lot’s sexual relationship with one of his daughters. God had forbidden their destruction in Deut. 2:19 The culture was riddled with pagan traditions and Rehoboam brought those practices in spades in his culture. “He was an evil King because he did not seek the Lord with all his heart.” 2 Chron. 12: 14  He turned away “ when Rehoboam was firmly established and strong, he abandoned the law of the Lord, and all of Israel followed him” v. 1

Abijah, son of Rehoboam and one of his cousins, Maacah,  follows his dad as King. “He committed the same sins as his father before him and his heart was not right with the Lord his God..” I Kings 15: 3

Now we come to the great grandson of Solomon, Asa.  Asa does what is right and pleasing in the eyes of the Lord. He smashes sacred pillars, shrines, altars, and Asherah poles.  He led and commanded the people to seek the Lord. Note that when leadership is healthy, vibrant and godly peace dwells in the land. 

We don’t change much do we? 

What observations do you make about finishing well? 

What does it take to hold unto godly character?

What are the traits in men that seem to get us in trouble? 

Go back to the top of our notes and look at the passage again. 

How eagerly are you pursuing God? Is He your first thought sin the morning? Do you have a wing buddy that you are in agreement to actively pursue God together? 

It’s not so hard to find your place in history when the author of life is your abiding presence. 
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Disturb us Lord when we are too well pleased with ourselves,

When our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little,

When we arrived safely because we have sailed too close to the shore.

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess,

We have lost our thirst for the water of life,

When haven fallen in love with life,

We have ceased to dream of eternity,

And in our efforts to build the new earth,

We have allowed our vision of heaven to dim.

Stir us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on wilder seas, 

Where storms will show your mastery,

Where loosing sight of land, we will find stars,

We ask you to push back the horizons of our hope,

And to push us into the future in strength, hope, courage and love. 


Prayer of Robert Darwell just prior to surgery in which he died.

“Oh great God be small enough to hear me now…

There were times when I was crying from the dark of Daniel’s den

And I had asked you once or twice f you would part the sea again

But tonight I do not need a fiery pillar in the sky, just want to know if you are going to hold me if I start to cry

Oh great God be small enough to hear me now…

Oh great God be close enough to feel you now…

All praise and all honor be to the God of ancient mystery whose every sign and wonder has turned the page of history

And I know that you could leave writing on the wall that is just for me….

Oh great God be small enough to hear me now……” 

Journey on blessed brothers

jeff

