Are we modern day Corinthians?

“By wisdom a home is built,

and through understanding it is established;

through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” Proverbs 24: 3-4

“So dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice- the kind he will accept. When you think of what he has done for you, is this too much to ask?  Don’t copy the customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will is for you.

Don’t just pretend that you love others. Really love them.  Hate what is wrong.  Stand on the side of good.  Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other. 

…enjoy the company of ordinary men.

Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are an honorable man. 

Clothe yourself in the armor of right living as those that live in the light.

For the kingdom of God is…of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”  Romans 12,13,14: scattered verses.

“Your lives are a letter written in our hearts….It is written not with pen and ink, but with the Spirit of the living God. It is carved not on stone, but on human hearts. 

All of us have had that veil removed so that we can be mirrors that brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And as the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more like Him and reflect His glory even more. 

We have proved ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our patience, our kindness, our sincere love, and the power of the Holy Spirit.” 2 Cor. 2-4 nuggets. 

More and more believers these days seem to be exploiting the gift of free grace.  Making it something that God never intended for it to be.  Living licentious lives will eventually call for everyman to pay the piper. The laws of the harvest are real. We will reap what we sow.  You know me well enough to know that I am not one to hold toes to the fire, if anything I am more prone to error on come alive, live life fully and praise God for grace that covers my sins. I do believe that God frowns on those that shrink back and chose to not live life based on some fear of making mistakes. Grace is an incredible blessing to live life in such a manner that we can come alive. But it is not grace to think that I am living in the freedoms Christ has bought for me when I am simply indulging the appetites of the flesh.

People today seem to want to be “spiritual” and very indulgent.  We want to think and have deeper conversations about spirituality and then go spend the weekend in Tahoe with our girlfriend. The younger generation of believers is rediscovering weed and seemingly many are making room for it in their lives.  Again this is often framed up in Christian liberty. 
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If what we are seeing currently is the fruit of the seeds that we planted last season, what were those seeds? 

If we look honestly at cultural slide can we say that Christianity is still actually speaking to our culture? 

Is the salt still salty?  Is the light of Christ emanating forth from me or is it that I have invited darkness to envelop me? 

My heart aches for our culture, our communities.  I hemorrhage thinking that we are not such the radiant sons and daughters of the Most High. 

Have you read some of the “my space” blogs of our sons and daughters. It will absolutely blow you away what has been normalized by kids raised in homes where parents identify themselves as believers. 

I am not certain what the answers might be, but I do know this,

· I am sitting and reevaluating the things I have allowed in my life and in my heart.  

· I am on my knees contending for our society.

· I am seeking a greater portion of God’s glory to be reflected through my life.

· I am being more deliberate in making eye contact with those around me and consciously seeking to release Christ image and spirit upon them. 

· I am smiling more and selling less.

· I am seeking opportunities to lend a hand, offer to help, carry a load.

· I am repenting of minimizing God or trivializing Him by taking Him for granted. 

· I am asking for Holy fire to fall on me again.

· I am reading scripture with more intentionality to feel the movement of the Sacred Father speaking to me. 

· I am holding fast to my faith being more mystery and intrigue rather than sterile, classified and dialed in. 

· I am seeking the spirit of Christ in my bride, loved ones and friends and striving to connect with Him there as well.

· I want to be captured by the wonder and love of Christ, not simply duty and responsibility.

· I am choosing to see the love of the Father for me when he places boundaries on my behaviors or attitudes.

· I am seeking to find rest in “the unforced rhythms of grace.”

As we go into this incredible season of  Christmas, why not review your life and the indulgences that you afford yourself. Let’s take as candid of a look as possible. 

Sort of a year end review of where we are at.  Every fly fisherman knows that after you have drifted in the stream awhile, the line will need to be mended back up stream. 
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“The glory of God is a silver thread that must run through every dimension of our lives.” Thomas Watson

Blessed brothers, let’s reexamine our lives once again. Not because we have to, but rather because we get to.

May we be men that personify honor and fortitude……

Journey on….

jeff

