And in Israel there was no King….

Hear the cry of our Sacred Father, “I thought to myself, “I would love to treat you as my own children! I wanted nothing more than to give you this beautiful land- the finest inheritance in the world. I looked forward to you calling me Father and I thought you would never turn away from me again.  But you have betrayed me….you have been like a faithless wife who leaves her husband,” says the LORD. Jer. 3: 19-20

“Finally the leaders of Israel met at Ramah to discuss the matter with Samuel. Look, they told him…give us a king like all the other nations.” 

Samuel was very upset with their request and went to the Lord for advice. “Do as they say,” replied the Lord, “for they are rejecting me, not you. They don’t want me to be their king any longer.” 

Incredibly haunting.  It is so hard to even really absorb until we linger and ask the same of us. Is their a King in your life?

What happens when you bump into a desire of the flesh and you feel the King directing you in a different direction? 

When God is a religious concept, abomination is around the corner.

Israel’s decent follows in short order. 

Moses cried out, “Lord, through all the generations you have been our home! 

Teach us to make the most of our time, so that we may grow in wisdom.  O, Lord come back to us!  

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, so that we may sing for joy to the end of our lives.” Ps. 90: 1,12-14

Moses has God clearly enthrone as King, yet the relationship he shares with this king is profoundly intimate. That’s the picture.  

“They have seen my glorious presence and miraculous signs I performed both in the wilderness and in Egypt, but again and again they tested me by refusing to listen.” Num.14:22  How’s your listening been lately? What have you heard from the Lord lately? 

God is not asking us to listen so that we get it right, He is asking us to listen so that he might know you and you might know Him. Hear again the words relayed through Jeremiah to you and I from the LORD, 

“I wanted nothing more than to give you this beautiful land- the finest inheritance in the world. I looked forward to you calling me Father….”

Can you get your mind around this? Does this sound like a God that is obsessed with being the figure head of some religion? Bear in mind that God is God Almighty, but does this sound to you like a being who wants to make certain you and I stay where we are and gravel before Him? Or does this sound like a dad that has thought up the world’s greatest birthday gift to give to you and can hardly wait until that day. He is grinning form ear to ear in anticipation of the joy that it will bring you and the delight He will feel knowing how much pleasure you will derive from the gift. Does the picture of excitement and anticipation characterize how you know God, or is He cold, austere and flinty? 

Do you walk your days out with the deep abiding peace of knowing “for the Lord your God will fight for you!” Last time we spoke of being willing to embrace risk and go into places we don’t really believe we can. Take on a Goliath and charge forward. Perhaps we don’t see some of these great things because we aren’t moving into places where we actually need a God. What stronghold, walled city is in front of you that you could partner with God and tear down? Does the thought of seeing God manifest His presence excite you or are you old bones and would rather ride the rocking chair for excitement? 

Joshua and Caleb went into the land with the other 10 spies. They saw what was an opportunity to partner with God. Deep in their heart was stir the warrior longing to be empower by The Captain of The Hosts. The other 10 spies saw only with eyes of the flesh. Their vision took them only as far as the flesh could. Caleb’s observation was that “but my brothers that went with me frightened the people and discouraged them from entering the Promised Land.” Joshua 14:8

Caleb on the other hand said, “I returned and gave from my heart a good report…” Forty Five years latter after tearing up the country side for God, Caleb now stands before Joshua, age 85, still with a fire in his belly, chats it up with Joshua. You remember don’t you Joshua, when we went in found the Anakites living there in great walled cities. They were monsters, but dude if “the Lord is with me, I will drive them out of the land just as the Lord has said.” So Joshua blessed Caleb and gave him Hebron because he whole heartedly followed the Lord.” It is interesting  that  David would latter choose Hebron to set up his kingdom from.  

What fire burns within you? What longing is there smoldering, still calling out to you?  The 10 other spies all died of a plague because of their lack of belief and because they discouraged others from entering into deep partnership with God in receiving all that God had wanted to give to them. Where do you line up, which side are you finding yourself on? Ready to take on things beyond your capabilities, or are you sizing things up and trying to play it safe……which leads to “the plague” a rotting away of your life. Fear becomes the basis of dis-ease, which leads to disease. 

There is no grander adventure than walking with Jesus and conquering new lands, tearing down strongholds, idols and false gods. There is no greater pleasure than dwelling with God as father in these new lands. In my heart I know that the Spirit of the Lord is stirring in some of you.  You feel the pull from within to get the old sword back out and wonder if God can use an old out of shape warrior again. 

Brothers, throw off complacency, burn anew again with holy fire for the things of the Kingdom of Christ! Live a life of distinction. As Paul states, Be on guard! Stand true to what you believe. Be courageous. Be strong. And everything that you do must be done in love.” 

Journey on blessed brothers……

jeff

