A Father in Pursuit of a Bride for His Son

Gen. 1:24 “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: Then God said, Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…..

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;

Male and female he created them.”

Gen.16: 11-12

Gen 49:14

Ex. 20:3, 7

Joel 2:12ff “Even now, declares the Lord, return to Me with all your heart…”

“Rend your heart …..return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and compassionate,”

“For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings…….like Adam they have become unfaithful to Me. 

Because your sins are so many and your hostility so great, the prophet is considered a fool and the inspired man a maniac.”

“Sow for yourself righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, until He comes and showers righteousness on you. 

….you have eaten the fruit of deception. Because you have depended on your own strength…”

“…the Lord God Almighty, the Lord is His name of renown! But you must return to your God; maintain love and justice, and wait for your God always.”

“But I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except me. I cared for you in the desert, in the land of burning heat. When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were satisfied, they became proud; they forgot me.” Hosea 6:6ff

Ps. 131: 1-3

Ps. 31: 6,7

Jonah 2:8,9

Matthew 21:12-16

As I sat in a treestand in Northern Alberta and was reflecting upon the turmoil in the Catholic church I wondered if the Lord was once again “turning the tables over in the temple”. He seemingly did it among evangelicals with our “televangelists” and with the many new church plants that are occurring. It doesn’t feel this time like it is Jesus that is doing the turning, but rather it is the Father and He is passionate about what He is after. He is after a bride for His Son, who unlike Gomer will be wholeheartedly committed to Jesus. A Father in pursuit of a bride for His Son.
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He is clearly a God who is not safe. He is a consuming fire, a lion, a bear, things that have teeth and claws. He is not safe, He will not be predictable, but He is good. Only those that hear that in their heart can have the courage to draw near. We are watching around us as He, the Father continues to wound many of our loved ones. 

This morning I want us to work our way into the gospel of Matthew, get uncomfortable and ask ourselves about surrender. Satan wounds to kill, to destroy, but our blessed Father wounds to heal, build us up into beauty. Often this is tough at the time to see, which is why the journey of faith is so vital to us all. Gentlemen, we need one another, we do not need the idolatry of being men that bs our way through life. It is time to stop being liars. It is time to lay down our self righteousness. We go unto our faces, so that He can build our faith. 

The deepest form of intimacy comes through suffering. We can never experience God’s power until we have come through the portal of suffering. 

It seems like the Father is simply asking us to surrender to an unsafe God. 

We, in our fallen nature are really asses. We tend to reflect the image of broken creation and consequently seem to be more creature like, than reflectors of our creator which is life  Jn. 1: 4 and love I Jn. 4:7,8  The sooner that we truly come to grip with the obscenity of our broken masculinity, we kill rather than give life; the sooner we may find ourselves before our God genuinely asking for His healing. 

You can not heal what is not revealed. Stand in the light. Repent of self sufficiency. How ironical it is that the very giftings which Christ has instilled, given to us, may become the very things which we use to take flight away from Him.  Let us not loose sight of the fact that remedy is always a reflection on how bad a situation actually is. For Jesus, who is and was seated in the heavenlies, creator and sustainer of the universe to set all that aside and take on the form of lowly man must mean we were in pretty deep weeds. We still are unless we come out of denial and delusion. 

Let’s walk through Matthew: 

4:4 man is not alive on bread, but by every word that comes from God’s mouth.”

12 Jesus begins to preach, interesting His gospel message is, v. 17 “repent, for the kingdom is near.”

The beginning of very hard sayings.

Ch.5 Beatitudes- 

5:17 I have come to fulfill the law not contradict it. 

“you’ve heard it said, but I say.” 

What is Jesus doing here, what is the movement?

6:25 “don’t worry……..v33 but seek

7: 16 by their fruit….Lord, Lord….I never knew you. Ouch

ch 8 miracles, the cost

ch 10, the gospel to be preached, v.7 “the kingdom is near.”

Ch13 Parables

Do you want me, or do you want what my presence might bring?

