A Bride’s Response

A Journey Home 6-15-02

· We live in our internet age thanks to Al Gore. So I thought most of us probably have favorite sites out there that have been useful to us and why not share those with each other. Please bring a list of your favorite sites and what they actually do.

· Secondly, wisdom is skill in living life. I want you to think about a person in your life either currently or in the past that taught you something significant. Come prepared to share this in small groups. Who they were and what they taught you.

· Third, we have said that love shared in relationships tends to be the powerful healing paradigm. Indeed Jesus said, “they will know that you are my disciples by the love you have for one another.” He also said, “A new command I now give you, love one another.” So here’s the deal, I have been thinking, what if we became intentional about following up on this one? What if we identified what it is that we love, i.e. I am an outdoorsman, and what if we looked at the high and holy calling of accepting our role as missionary or “ambassador” to these areas? Would you and I be willing to start each day with simply, “Lord show me your kingdom today (Mt. 6) and secondly be willing to submit your mind, heart and body (Rom 12) to the incarnation of Jesus’ Spirit into your being so that He might be able to touch, speak, love on others around us through our finite existence. 

It is interesting to me knowing that Jesus is King, and the King’s kingdom has come, that if I do accept this role bowing before Jesus and giving Him my conscience heart by intention, then it makes perfect sense that Paul would say that we are “ambassadors”. Indeed that isn’t metaphor, but reality.

· “Few people have the imagination to see reality.”  Goethe

Dare we really believe that our healing actually be that simply? Mt. 11:28 “Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you will recover your life. I’ll show you how to take real rest. Walk with me and work with me- watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” The message

Remember our definition of grace; “God’s empowering presence allowing me to be what He has designed me to be and do what He has called me to do.

This is really the mystical incarnation of Jesus Himself within us and through us. It is His strength and His life that allows His kingdom to advance not ours. 
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· Then as we surrender and follow the invitation to the ultimate masculine adventure, let us look for the manifestation of Christ our sacred lover. 

Elizabeth Barret Browning said, “Earth is crammed with heaven, and every common bush afire with God, but only he who sees takes off his shoes. 

The rest sit around and pick blueberries.”

Or remember Doug’s buddy John, “The greatest difficulty in conversion is to win the heart to God, and the greatest difficulty after conversion is to keep the heart with God. How diligently a man will guard his fortune and his home, but how carelessly do most men guard their souls.”

· Finally because is pouring out His spirit unto those that are coming in brokenness and willingness, we need to share our stories. As you yield and seek, and the Lord is walking in front and through you, tell us about it. Let us encourage one another by this process. 

Deut. 10: 16 “Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiffed necked any longer. For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords…”

Brothers, we are the fraternity of prodigals. It is time to stand up, stop hiding and stop making excuses for why our lives are the way they are. We need to go home to the Father, there is a party waiting there for you and I.

Let us confess, renounce, request, and step out in faith.

Blessings 

From the slop and the slime, to service and sanctity,

jeff

