A Bride’s Response  

Pt. 2

“…the unforced rhythms of grace”.

All of creation has a resonance to it. All created matter produces a sound, emits noise. I was up early this week and listening to the multitude of birds in my back yard singing profusely. I wondered what God heard from the birds, what were they really singing? And the wind that morning lightly blowing through the trees, how was God hearing that sound. I wondered if all matter naturally resonating pleasure back to its creator. 

“Higher brain, lower brain”. 

I was thinking of Jesus’ statement that he “didn’t do anything or say anything unless the Father directed Him to do so. Initially that might not sound all that manly or respectable, but then I thought, what if indeed that is the natural rhythm of grace? Grace being God’s empowering presence, the Son would hear from the Father and responds, much like the tree feels the wind and surrenders to it. Jesus, who obviously is potent, chooses to seek the heart of His Father following in obedience as a position of strength. Might it be, that as we in like manner follow Christ’s example we too will find greater ease of living this tough ol life?

Small Group:

· What’s your take on the above thoughts?

· Contrast your activity for God or communion with God. Which is bigger? 

· Think of the “unforced rhythms of grace” and your life, if you stepped more into this picture what changes would be needed for you?

We as men, absolutely need to be led. Our hearts are dark, “deceitful and desperately wicked”, yet this is the place Christ chooses to capture. “Knowledge without love/heart produces arrogance, {I Cor. 8:1}, Paul says “love builds up”.  Christ calls us to trust Him and submit to Him, to come to His Father. He has not come to engage our intellects but rather to capture our hearts. What would it take for you to be a bride highly responsive to the leading of Christ? 
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Never lose focus, we ate of the tree of knowledge, we separated from God, loved ones and self. Our godness can only kill. However in our “son-ness”, we are “joint heirs with Jesus”, “ambassadors”, “sons of the Most High”. These incredible privileges and honors are ours as we submit ourselves for “knighting” into these glorious roles. Surrender then brings us a life really worth living. It was the heart that was lost in the garden, and it is to the heart that Christ now calls. A conversion of the mind, may well be no conversion at all. “Wisdom is proved right by what results from it.” Mt. 11:19

Again our acid test is the hearts and faces of our loved ones around us. What do they reflect?

“Who ever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” Mt. 10:39

“For though your hearts were once full of darkness, now you are full of light from the Lord……For this light within you produces only what is good and true.

Don’t be drunk with wine instead let the Holy Spirit fill and control you. Then instead of singing bar songs you can sing spiritual songs. Sing with all your gusto!” Eph. 5:8,9, 18,19 

Finally brothers, if you are comfortable, ask the other brothers in the group to lay hands on you and pray for that light, and the Holy Spirit’s filling and control over you. 

As you sing to the Lord worship and praise this week, do it as if you were in an Irish pub and wanting to fit in.

Cheers!

