2nd Hand Lions, Portraits in Manhood

Living Don’t, Living Do!

Gentlemen, I hope that you have had an opportunity to both look back over the “Wild At Heart”  notes as well as watch the movie “Second Hand Lions”. 

The movie develops like the writers were working off of Eldredge’s notes. We as men typically learn best by being shown how to do something rather than simply having it explained to us. That is the power of story. 

Get your Wild At Heart notes out and think through these questions as well. 

· Who do you relate to most in the movie? Why? How is this connected to your story?

· What are your initial observations about Walter? How has not having a healthy man around shaped Walter?

· Michael Cain and Robert Duvall personify 2 different masculine types. How would you describe these types? 

· What character traits do you see in each of these men?

The scene when Duvall and Cain come to town looking for Walter is an awesome handling of young male ego. How do they empower him to make a good choice? 

What do they ask for from Walter? 

Did you catch these strong men not being “experts” alongside Walter but rather being incredibly soulful. There was no “shoulds” or “ought tos”, but instead a gentleness, “strength under control” and a platform placed under the young man that invited him to flow into. 

What happens in the next sequence then? i.e. the porch scene with the salesman they were going to shoot.

· What rituals of coming into manhood did you notice in the movie? What has been your experience with being initiated into manhood? 
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Did you capture Duvall’s “man speech” and the featuring of the virtues of honor and love?  Strength with heart, the true man muscle. 

How powerful was it when young Walter impassioned cries out, “I can’t be a good man until you give me the speech”!   

Robert Bly in his excellent book, Iron John reflects on the same journey of older men snatching younger men into manhood. For most men of the last generation there were few rituals or men to take us into the world of manhood. Gordon Dalby, “Healing the Masculine Soul” sites the  need for younger men to be initiated into manhood. Older men need to pour their “strength” into younger men! 

Recently on a fishing program I was watching the guide talk to George Bush Sr. They were fishing but also having a good conversation about life and being men. The guide asked former President Bush what is the most important thing for a man to shoot for. President Bush’s comment was, “to be and become an honorable man”. 

King Solomon also picks this up when he says “better a good a name than riches”.  

One of the most powerful scenes in the movie is when Duvall takes on the young guys in the bar-b-q dinner. He knows who he is and what he is made of. That becomes the battle cry for the expression of his righteous anger. Until we know who we are we will wonder in circles. When Duvall unleashes himself he does so based on his identity. 

Young Walter is now launched on his journey. He then finds the “treasure”. The temptation for he as a young man to take short cuts to being a provider, protector is now before him. Stealing another man’s wealth based on his strength is a set up for tragedy. There are no shortcuts to masculine development, no free rides. 

Walter is forced with a crisis, to go back to his old system and be  weenie, or to stand up and be a man of honor, a man of conviction. To speak what he truly believes to be true. In a proclamation of these convictions and in defiance of mom’s assertions he does stand up. When he does he takes some shots for it. He is roughed up, but exclaims, “defend yourself”. He knows beyond a shadow of a doubt that he will get his butt kicked but he has his “boots on now” and jumps in the noble fight. He finds courage, stands for valor, engages truth, and takes his lumps! But, the incredible thing is that he has genuinely begun his own story now! He has something that is his and not another man’s story. His true story has now begun. He is living life, really living life. 

When a man lives in his wound, he will only find sadness. 
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Walter’s mom  says to him, “we have no choice”. Walter with his new found masculine nature separates from his mother by saying, “maybe you don’t”. Walter has discovered the power of choice, the power of finally finding his voice. Walter has come out from living in fear to truly living in freedom. Life lives in fear is no life at all. 

Recently, I have been meditating on Ps. 89:14 “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;

love and faithfulness go before you.”  A man would be hard pressed to find a better motto to base your life off of. 

Our society is quickly deluding itself into believing all sort of lies. Gentlemen, the day has come where we will need to find our voice, our courage. To then stand up, speak forth and if need be take our lumps. 

We are the keepers of the sacred character of Jesus Himself. Let’s be honorable men that walk this out together, God speed.

jeff

